
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

 Starting Time for PGIMF services
We’ve completed our trial and evaluated the results.  The Church Board has decided, based on an
email survey of attenders, that PGIMF return to a 10:00 am starting time for our Sunday services
beginning this Sunday January 4th, 2015.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

January 4th , 2015
Henry Neufeld - Raising Cain

Worship leader: Laura Eriksson Music: Erna Friesen
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Edward Epp

Last Sunday    Andre Pekovich's 3-segment sermon on "Carpe Diem" (Latin for "Seize the Day") was based on
Ecclesiastes 9:1-12. We must all face our fear of the grave, and life is not fair, yet we are free to enjoy the days
that we have. The English physicist and novelist C.P. Snow made a comparable allegory on life from the 3 laws
of thermodynamics: you can't win, you can't break even, and you can't quit the game. Andre concluded by
quoting Eve Merriam's How to Eat a Poem. [KH]
Listen to the message at  http://www.pgimf.org/audio/2014-12-28-andrepekovich.mp3  using your browser's
preferred media player.

PGIMF News
January 11 Winston Pratt Measuring Our Lives With Moses
January 18 Catherine Cooper Being Whole People
January 25 Michelle Drewitz Jonah 3
February 1 Catherine Cooper Living in Community

Friday Group   We’re scheduled to meet this Friday (Jan. 9) at 10:00 a.m. when Rod and Kathi Suderman will be
talking about their years of MCC work based in Beijing.   At First Mennonite’s education building at 659 East 52
Ave. All are welcome.

Snow Days   You will see this weekly reminder to check your e-mail by 8:30 on Sunday mornings when snow is
expected or has fallen, to find out if the service has been cancelled.  The worship leader for each Sunday will be
responsible for checking the conditions (walks shovelled, road conditions, etc.) in the area of the church with
an appropriate person (residence coordinators or other church members in West Point Grey) and will "call off"
the service as decided in their sole discretion.

Wider Church
Regent College  Thomas Merton is viewed, by many, as one of the most significant contemplative theologians
and prophetic Christian public thinkers of the 20th century.  January 2015 signals the 100th anniversary of
Merton’s birth.  On January 29

th
 from 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm, Regent will host a Thomas Merton Symposium

entitled Thomas Merton: A Man for All Seasons.  Featuring Jens Zimmerman (TWU on Bonhoeffer and Merton,
Lynn Szabo (TWU) on Merton’s Theology and Poetry, and Ron Dart (UFV) on CS Lewis and Merton. All weclome. 
For more information or to register, see  http://www.regent-college.edu/about-us/events/  

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://dashhouse.com/
http://www.pgimf.org
http://www.pgimf.org/audio/2014-11-30-tonytremblett.mp3
http://www.pgimf.org/audio/2014-12-28-andrepekovich.mp3
http://www.regent-college.edu/about-us/events/


Conference on Inter-Faith Harmony
We've received an invitation from the Baabul Ilm Education Society through Tim Kuepfer and Peace Mennonite Church,
for anyone who wishes to attend a half-day conference titled "Inter-faith Harmony: Conference on Jesus" to
demonstrate interfaith harmony amongst faith groups from Christian, Sikh and Muslim faith communities.

The objective of this first event (and succeeding ones in a series the Society hopes will follow on Sikhism and Islam) is
to demonstrate the interfaith harmony and peaceful coexistence amongst faith groups.  Focusing on the common
respect and high esteem that religious figures/leaders evoke in their faith communities breaks down barriers to
understanding and relationship amongst us. As such, the intention is to discuss "Jesus as one of the great human being
and messenger of peace" rather than to propagate a Christian viewpoint.  The speakers from each faith tradition in this
lively Q&A discussion include:
• Ms. Laya Behbahani (researcher  & student)
• Pastor Tim Kuepfer  (Christian scholar)
• Mr. Balwant Sanghera (Sikh scholar)
• Dr. Nasir Zaidi (Muslim scholar)
• Dr. Mohammad Tariq, Consul General of Pakistan
• Ms. Linda Heppner, Mayor of Surrey

This event will be held next Saturday January 10th at 2:30 pm in the Conference Centre at Kwantlen Polytechnic
University, at 72nd Ave. and 128th St. in Surrey, and refreshments will follow the session.  If you wish to attend in the
spirit of the conference, you are asked to RSVP to Andre at (e-mail address available from webmaster) by Monday so
he can put a list of attenders together to forward to the conference organizers by early Tuesday.

MCC-BC   The MCC Peace Desk wishes to share with you a peace story that comes from MCC Lebanon and
Syria.  Last week, Jon Nofziger was privileged to hear Doug and Naomi Enns (MCC reps for Lebanon/Syria)
share about MCC relationships in Syria including a powerful storey about ‘helping hands.”  You can read the
story at http://www.mcclebanonsyria.wordpress.com/2014/12/24/a-story-of-peace-and-hope/ and to learn
more of MCC's involvement in the region, you can hear the Ennses at Bakerview MB Church  (2285 Clearbrook
Rd, Abbotsford) on Sunday January4th in their morning worship service begining at 8:45 am, or in a more
detailed presentation following in the Learning Centre (gym) at 9:55 am. 

Communitas    When Karin Olsen, who manages the Ferguson residence, received a surprise visit from a
couple who live in Vancouver, she learned that while many things at Communitas have changed, the heart of
this organization has stayed the same - read the story at http://www.communitascare.com/stories/338.  For 40
years, Communitas has been a supportive community caring for people living with developmental disabilities,
mental health challenges, acquired brain injury, FASD and age-related disabilities. Your gift makes a difference

Mennonite Church Canada    The discernment series on human sexuality continues with the release of Being a
Faithful Church 6.  Building on the work of BFC 5, which identified serious differences as well as a deep desire
for unity in our hearts, the fruit of discernment will be discussed in BFC 6 which asks three important questions. 
Processing these questions with responses from the congregations is the work of BFC 6 and you are invited to
look at the materials (download only) from the CommonWord Resource Centre (a collaboration of Mennonite
Church Canada and CMU) at http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/17279 

Psalm 40: 6-8

6 Sacrifice and offering you do not desire,
   but you have given me an open ear.
Burnt-offering and sin-offering
   you have not required.

7 Then I said, ‘Here I am;
   in the scroll of the book it is written of me.
8 I delight to do your will, O my God;
   your law is within my heart.’     [NRSV]

http://www.communitascare.com/stories/338
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/17279


Genesis 4:1-16

1 Now the man knew his wife Eve, and she
conceived and bore Cain, saying, ‘I have
produced* a man with the help of the Lord.’
2Next she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a
keeper of sheep, and Cain a tiller of the ground.
3In the course of time Cain brought to the Lord
an offering of the fruit of the ground, 4and Abel
for his part brought of the firstlings of his flock,
their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for
Abel and his offering, 5but for Cain and his
offering he had no regard. So Cain was very
angry, and his countenance fell. 6The Lord said to
Cain, ‘Why are you angry, and why has your
countenance fallen? 7If you do well, will you not
be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is
lurking at the door; its desire is for you, but you
must master it.’

8 Cain said to his brother Abel, ‘Let us go out to
the field.’* And when they were in the field, Cain
rose up against his brother Abel and killed him.

9Then the Lord said to Cain, ‘Where is your
brother Abel?’ He said, ‘I do not know; am I my
brother’s keeper?’ 10And the Lord said, ‘What
have you done? Listen; your brother’s blood is
crying out to me from the ground! 11And now
you are cursed from the ground, which has
opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood
from your hand. 12When you till the ground, it
will no longer yield to you its strength; you will
be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.’ 13Cain
said to the Lord, ‘My punishment is greater than I
can bear! 14Today you have driven me away from
the soil, and I shall be hidden from your face; I
shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth,
and anyone who meets me may kill me.’ 15Then
the Lord said to him, ‘Not so!* Whoever kills Cain
will suffer a sevenfold vengeance.’ And the Lord
put a mark on Cain, so that no one who came
upon him would kill him. 16Then Cain went away
from the presence of the Lord, and settled in the
land of Nod,* east of Eden.     [NRSV]

Make Me An Instrument of Your Peace

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
R. Amen.

--St. Francis of Assisi 



Silence is at the very foundation of all reality. It is that out of
which all being comes and to which all things return. 

The running from silence is undoubtedly running from God,
from our soul, from our selves, from the truth, and from
freedom. 

The two correctives of all spirituality are silence and service. 

As a general spiritual rule, you can trust this: The ego gets what
it wants with words. The soul finds what it needs in silence. 

 - Richard Rohr


