
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org 

March 15th, 2015
Lent 4

John Klassen - Discontentment or Gratitude 
Worship leader: Erna Friesen Music: Catherine Cooper
Accompanist: Andre Pekovich Usher: Erika Hannan

Last Sunday   Glenn Sawatzky's sermon was sub-titled, "Jesus' Disruptive Action in Jerusalem, in John, and
in Us" because there are 3 ways that we can encounter the story of Jesus driving the money-changers
out of the Temple:
1.    As a lectionary text for Lent: what must you clear away in your life to prepare for Easter?
2.    As part of the Gospel of John's narrative: through the lens of the Cross, as a sign of his upcoming
passion.
3.    As a historic account of what Jesus wanted to clearly demonstrate: that exploiting the poor offends
God, so the church must not be complicit in perpetuating an unfair economic system.

Is it "business as usual" this Lent, or do we have the courage to account for our role in the injustices of our
world?  (KJH)

PGIMF News
March 22 Johann David Funk Thy Kingdom Come
March 29 Tony Tremblett When the Cheering Stops / Potluck BBQ
April 5 ***Songs and Readings for Easter Sunday***
April 12 Kevin Hiebert Together in Unity

L Wednesday Lenten Worship Service    PGIMF will host the Wednesday Lenten Worship Service on March
18

th
 at noon.  Rosie is looking for volunteers who will be able to help her put on the service, and afterward be

able to prepare and serve soup and bread to the attenders.  Around 20 are expected.  Anyone who is able to
help in the service and the kitchen afterward is asked to contact Andre. 

Nominations and Reports   Please submit your nominations for church officers on the attached sheet and
give your suggestions to Erna or Andre.  All church officers should begin to submit their reports to the
Congregational Coordinator for inclusion in the Report Book for the AGM scheduled for April 26

th
. 

Wider Church
Mennonite Disaster Service    Waldimar Neufeld has invited PGIMF to purchase a table to the MDS
promotional event at Sherbrooke Mennonite (7155 Sherbrooke St.) on April 18

th
 at 6:00 pm .  This fundraising

dinner of farmer sausage and perogies for MDS includes music and a presentation by Kevin King, executive
director of MDS in Pennsylvania.  Sponsorship of a table of 9 would cost $180.00 with a donation receipt for
$112.50.  Waldo, MDS and Sherbrooke would be pleased to have the partnership of PGIMF in this project to
which you should feel free to invite your friends.  To help MDS, please contact Waldo at (see webmaster) 

Mennonite World Conference   Assembly Scattered takes place before and after Mennonite World
Conference Assembly Gathered (July 21-26, 2015, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, USA), at churches across North
America. Participants get to know the people, ministries and stories of Anabaptist churches. To register for an
Assembly Scattered event, go to www.mwc-cmm.org/pa201  

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://www.mwc-cmm.org/pa201


Holding our World in Prayer - Ecumenical Lenten Prayer Service
Join the churches of West Point Grey for six weeks of prayer for ourselves, our neighbours and the world
during Lent.  Each service is held at a different church in West Point Grey on Wednesdays and begins at
noon for 30 minutes.  Bring your neighbours to this ecumenical time.

Prayer Vigil
• March 18 - Point Grey InterMennonite Fellowship, 4000 W. 11

th
 Ave)

• March 25 - St. Helen’s Anglican Church, 4405 W. 8
th
 Ave.

MCBC Women’s Inspirational Day Weekend   Come celebrate being a woman made in God's image. Trudy
Beyak, the author of the Mother Heart of God, will be the speaker for this event, bringing us through her
journey of experiencing God as ultimate comforter in her life. Come be inspired by worship, drama and God's
comfort.  Saturday May 2nd, 2015 10:00 AM to 1:30 PM at Emmanuel Mennonite Church (3471 Clearbrook Rd,
Abbotsford)   Cost: $20 (includes Lunch)  Registration at any MCBC church or online:
http://www.mcbc.ca/womens-ministry    (Ed. Note: There is a book available in the hallway racks for people to
take and read before the Women’s Event.)

Life in the Neighbourhood   You are invited to participate in this missional event to help Forge Canada and
MCBC begin a movement of neighbourhood churches across the city.   If there is a spiritual appetite among the
people of Vancouver, then God is inviting us to imagine newly what life on mission with Him looks like. 
Features sessions like ‘Launching and Leading Neighbourhood Groups’; ‘Creating Missional DNA in the Local
Church’ and ‘Affordable Housing’.  April 11

th
 from 9:00 am - 3:00 pm at First United Mennonite Church (659 E.

52
nd

 Ave.) Cost free to members of MCBC churches.  More info or registration, please see www.mcbc.ca/events 

Regent College Free Lecture    You are invited to the free public lecture series at Regent College beginning
again Tuesday March 24

th
 with Jason Lepojarvi (former President C.S. Lewis Society) speaking on Aslan’s

Mother: C. S. Lewis’s Theological Blind Spot?  Free admission, held in the chapel at Regent College beginning at
7:30 pm - come early for a good seat.

A Dramatic Interpretation    St. Andrew’s United Church (1044 St. George’s Avenue at 10
th
  St., N.Van)

presents Testament of a Naked Man: The Good News According to Mark.  The power of the Gospel story is
brought to life in this one-man dramatization of the life and death of Jesus the Christ as told by Mark. Angus
Stuart, Rector of St. Francis-in-the-Wood in West Vancouver, began by telling the story of Christ’s arrest, trial
and crucifixion from memory on Palm Sunday in 2007. Then he was inspired to memorize the whole of Mark’s
Gospel. The effect is dramatic!  The audience is transported back in time to be with Jesus on the dusty roads of
Palestine and on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, and listeners will come away with a sense of not having ever
heard these familiar stories before.  Sunday, March 22, 2015 at 4:00 pm.   Admission is by donation at the door.
Everyone is welcome! Info: 604-985-0408 or www.st-andrews-united.ca 

Mennonite Healthcare Fellowship (MHF)   How does your faith integrate with your studies and work in the
healthcare field?  MHF invites all healthcare workers, past, present, and future, and from medical, mental health,
and chaplaincy professions, to come, along with their families, to its Annual Gathering 2015, July 19-21, 2015,
in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.  Come to learn, fellowship, worship, network, and be encouraged in your Christian
faith.  Annual Gathering is a family-friendly event with a children's program for ages 0-18. The theme is
"Walking Together for Healthy Communities." Grants available for students, volunteers, and those outside
U.S./Canada.  For more information, go to www.mennohealth/gathering, email info@mennohealth.org, or call
toll-free to 1-888-406-3643.  

About MHF:   The mission of Mennonite Healthcare Fellowship (MHF) is an interdisciplinary community of
Anabaptist health professionals which seeks to nurture the integration of faith and practice, to provide
opportunities for dialogue on health related issues, and to address specific needs through education,
advocacy, and service.

Art & Spirit - A Speaker Series    St. Anselm’s Church (5210 University Blvd, Vancouver) invites you to a series
of free/donations-welcome lectures exploring the spirit of creativity from non-religious perspectives.  Five
major BC figures in the arts today tell about their creative experience of being human and being spirited.  All
events on Wednesday evenings beginning at 7:30 pm.

• March 18
th

Jane Coop:  Piano
• March 25

th
Kate Braid:  Writing

http://www.mcbc.ca/womens-ministry
http://www.mcbc.ca
mailto:info@st-andrews-united.ca
http://www.st-andrews-united.ca


Care Kits for Union Gospel Mission
Dear Friends at Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship,

Over the past 75 years, Union Gospel Mission has been meeting the immediate needs of our community guests with
warmth and welcome through nutritious meals, shelter and basic hygiene as stepping stones towards change and
transformation.   To help meet some of our community's basic needs, UGM is organizing Care Kits to bless thousands of
struggling men and women in Greater Vancouver with personal care items such as toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo,
soap and antiperspirant. These items go a long way in restoring God-given hope and dignity for our guests. 

UGM's Outreach Workers will offer the Care Kits to those in need, sharing words of encouragement and demonstrating
God's amazing love. But we cannot do this alone.  Please consider banding together to collect personal hygiene items
for UGM's Care Kits this April.  You will find a list of personal care items reuqired for each kit  Care Kits can be dropped
off April 13 - 17

th
.

Thank you for your continued support through prayers and contributions. Please be encouraged knowing you have
already given hope and opportunity for those in need.

Alvina Wong Development Officer, Annual Giving
601 East Hastings Street. Vancouver, BC V6A 1J7
t: 604.215.5440 x.484 www.ugm.ca 

Numbers 21: 4-9

4 From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the
Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the
people became impatient on the way. 5The
people spoke against God and against Moses,
‘Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die
in the wilderness? For there is no food and no
water, and we detest this miserable food.’ 6Then
the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the
people, and they bit the people, so that many
Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and

said, ‘We have sinned by speaking against the
Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take
away the serpents from us.’ So Moses prayed for
the people. 8And the Lord said to Moses, ‘Make a
poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and
everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.’
9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it
upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit
someone, that person would look at the serpent
of bronze and live. [NRSV]

Psalm 107: 1-3, 17-22

1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
   for his steadfast love endures for ever.
2 Let the redeemed of the Lord say so,
   those he redeemed from trouble
3 and gathered in from the lands,
   from the east and from the west,
   from the north and from the south. 

[..]

17 Some were sick through their sinful ways,
   and because of their iniquities endured

affliction;
18 they loathed any kind of food,
   and they drew near to the gates of death.
19 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
   and he saved them from their distress;
20 he sent out his word and healed them,
   and delivered them from destruction.
21 Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love,
   for his wonderful works to humankind.
22 And let them offer thanksgiving sacrifices,
   and tell of his deeds with songs of joy.   [NRSV]

http://www.ugm.ca


Ephesians 2: 4-10

1You were dead through the trespasses and sins
2in which you once lived, following the course of
this world, following the ruler of the power of the
air, the spirit that is now at work among those
who are disobedient. 3All of us once lived among
them in the passions of our flesh, following the
desires of flesh and senses, and we were by
nature children of wrath, like everyone else. 4But
God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love
with which he loved us 5even when we were dead
through our trespasses, made us alive together
with Christ—by grace you have been saved—

6and raised us up with him and seated us with
him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so
that in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness
towards us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have
been saved through faith, and this is not your
own doing; it is the gift of God— 9not the result
of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are
what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared beforehand to
be our way of life. [NRSV]

John 3: 14-21

11 ‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we
know and testify to what we have seen; yet you
do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you
about earthly things and you do not believe, how
can you believe if I tell you about heavenly
things? 13No one has ascended into heaven
except the one who descended from heaven, the
Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him
may have eternal life.

16 ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life.

17 ‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the
world to condemn the world, but in order that
the world might be saved through him. 18Those
who believe in him are not condemned; but
those who do not believe are condemned
already, because they have not believed in the
name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the
judgement, that the light has come into the
world, and people loved darkness rather than
light because their deeds were evil. 20For all who
do evil hate the light and do not come to the
light, so that their deeds may not be exposed.
21But those who do what is true come to the
light, so that it may be clearly seen that their
deeds have been done in God.’ [NRSV]

Wisdom Corner

The Pashal Mystery
If only the Church had shared Jesus' bias toward the bottom the past two thousand years! If only we
had seriously believed him, how much sooner we would have seen the coming of peace and justice
on this earth. If only we had truly listened to the Gospel, how differently Western history would have
unfolded. Instead, we have made easy and happy friends with power, prestige, perks, and
possessions--even in the name of God and the Church. -Richard Rohr

Acknowledging the existence and power of common sense has populist implications: it means that
the --average Joe deserves more credit than those of us with advanced education and training may
wish to give him.    -  Prof. Ben Redekop (former PGIMFer) writing in Management Decision. 


