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Last Sunday   Thomas Bergen’s spoke on “Spiritual Warfare for Mennonites III: The Powers and Principalities in 
Paul’s Epistles”. The last sermon in this 3-part series concluded his exploration of the paradox of violent 
language to describe a non-violent kingdom. The early church understood Christ’s death and resurrection as 
acts of a spiritual conqueror, frequently referring to Psalm 110 about how God will make Jesus’ enemies his 
footstool. The Bible’s ambiguous vocabulary for powers & principalities highlights the dualities of the personal 
& structural, negative & positive, and earthly & heavenly. As Mennonites, do the organizational structures and 
institutions that we support sufficiently contribute to the Kingdom of God? What are we in the church doing to 
make known the wisdom of God to the rulers and authorities (Ephesians 3:10)? [KH] 
 You can listen to the sermon on your browser at http://pgimf.org/service/spiritual-warfare-3/  
 
PGIMF News 
July 26    Winston Pratt   What Happens when God Shows Up?  
August 2    Service of Scriptures and Readings  
August 9   Derek Carr   Reflections on a Medieval Spanish Miracle Tale 
August 16   Richard Bergen  Toward a Christian Theology of Light 
 
Wider Church 
Regent College   The Summer Free Lecture series continues at 
Regent College Monday July 20th with Canadian-born professor 
Daniel Block (Wheaton College) speaking on The Ten 
Commandments: The World’s First Bill of Rights.  Return on 
Wednesday July 22nd to hear Jonathan Chaplin (Cardus) on 
Public Theology: Coming to a Street Near You.  All lectures run 
from 7:30 pm  - 9:00 pm in the Chapel at Regent College. Free admission. 
 
MCC The Pedalling for Hope Cyclathon is one of many channels used by MCC to raise funds to support its food 
programs around the world.  This ride in particular supports a food projects for Syrian refugees in Lebanon. It 
exerts tremendous leverage - all funds raised are matched 2:1 by private donors and sent to the Canada 
Foodgrains Bank where the Canadian Government has agreed to match donations received 4:1, resulting in 
leverage of $1 donated doing $15 worth of programming, or $750,000 in total! The ride takes place Saturday, 
September 19th 2015, so please support a rider if you cannot ride yourself.  To register for the ride (or to 
donate) please contact Jon Nofziger at jonnofziger@mccbc.ca or call 604-857-0011 toll free. 
 
Join Mennonite World Conference's Global Assembly online via www.mwc-cmm.org.  Opening worship 
begins Tuesday evening, July 21, at 4pm (EST) with morning worship at 9:30am and evening worship at 6:45pm, 
Wednesday through Saturday.  Join the worship and listen to the speakers each day online and follow along 
with videos, photos, and stories. 
 

RECORDING THE SERVICE 
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your 
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will 
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing 
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded. 

Summer coffee signup 
The summer season is open for signup - 
the list is at the back of the church.  

http://www.pgimf.org/
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Because sometimes there’s nothing else we can do ... 
 
 Lydia Cruttwell, Pastor at FUMC, says, "Please pray for James Wittenberg and his family -- James' father Vic 

passed away on Friday July 10th, and the memorial service will be this Friday, July 17th, at Peace Mennonite 
Church at 11am. 

 Please pray for all the people (not only from BC, but from around the world) travelling to Harrisburg, PA for 
the Mennonite World Conference, happening from July 21-26.  Pray that this conference might be a joyous 
and unifying time for Anabaptist believers as they gather to worship, to hear speakers, to work on service 
projects together, and to make connections.  Also, pray especially for those attendees from the Global South 
or other areas that are travelling a very long way away, or need a special permit to enter the US." 

 
Jeremiah 18: 1 -10 

1The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2‘Come, go down to the potter’s house, and there I will let you 
hear my words.’ 3So I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was working at his wheel. 4The vessel he 
was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good 
to him. 
 
5 Then the word of the Lord came to me: 6Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this potter has done? 
says the Lord. Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. 7At one moment I 
may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down and destroy it, 8but if that 
nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my mind about the disaster that I 
intended to bring on it. 9And at another moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will 
build and plant it, 10but if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about 
the good that I had intended to do to it. [NRSV] 
 

Jeremiah 24: 1 -10 
4 Then the word of the Lord came to me: 5Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Like these good figs, so I will 
regard as good the exiles from Judah, whom I have sent away from this place to the land of the Chaldeans. 6I 
will set my eyes upon them for good, and I will bring them back to this land. I will build them up, and not tear 
them down; I will plant them, and not pluck them up. 7I will give them a heart to know that I am the Lord; and 
they shall be my people and I will be their God, for they shall return to me with their whole heart. 
 
8 But thus says the Lord: Like the bad figs that are so bad they cannot be eaten, so will I treat King Zedekiah of 
Judah, his officials, the remnant of Jerusalem who remain in this land, and those who live in the land of Egypt. 9I 
will make them a horror, an evil thing, to all the kingdoms of the earth—a disgrace, a byword, a taunt, and a 
curse in all the places where I shall drive them. 10And I will send sword, famine, and pestilence upon them, until 
they are utterly destroyed from the land that I gave to them and their ancestors. [NRSV] 1The Lord showed me 
two baskets of figs placed before the temple of the Lord. This was after King Nebuchadrezzar of Babylon had 
taken into exile from Jerusalem King Jeconiah son of Jehoiakim of Judah, together with the officials of Judah, 
the artisans, and the smiths, and had brought them to Babylon. 2One basket had very good figs, like first-ripe 
figs, but the other basket had very bad figs, so bad that they could not be eaten. 3And the Lord said to me, 
‘What do you see, Jeremiah?’ I said, ‘Figs, the good figs very good, and the bad figs very bad, so bad that they 
cannot be eaten.’ 
 

Matthew 10: 40 -42 
40 ‘Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 
41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever 
welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; 42and 
whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, 
none of these will lose their reward.’ [NRSV] 


