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Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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Last Sunday  Walter Bergen is one of the best Mennonite story tellers of his generation.  In his sermon
welcoming students back to university and to the Menno Simons Centre, he tells three stories, each illustrating
a saying.  The first:  "Two things separate you from the animal kingdom:  the ability to pray and the ability to
think.  Go and do both!"  The second, drawn from the difficult days of the Soviet Union concluded with the
advice, " The work that you do, for good or ill, will have an impact on others."  And the final story illustrated the
saying, "You will be remembered in this world for what you gave, not what you got."  [JEK]

Hear the message on-line at https://pgimf.org/service/toward-the-future-student-welcome-to-msc-2015/ 

PGIMF News
September 27 Winston Pratt Reluctant Responder
October 4 Rod Suderman TBA
October 11 Thanksgiving service of songs and scriptures
October 18 Helen Rose Pauls Walking with God: Walking together

Friday Group   This group meets on Friday mornings, every two weeks to discuss books, issues and topics of
interest. This fall we’ll be discussing the book Shrink, by Kansas pastor Tim Suttle.  He writes about the church’s
obsession with size and success instead of faithfulness and is critical of many church growth strategies. We
meet in the education building behind First Mennonite Church (659 East 52 St., near Fraser and 52) at 10:00
a.m. starting on Friday, October 2. All are welcome to join us. Henry Neufeld has some copies of Shrink
available for purchase.

Wider Church
MCC and Refugees   In response both to the need, and to MC- BC's recent appeal, First United Mennonite
Church (FUMC) and pastor Lydia Crutwell are looking to sponsor a refugee family or families to come to
Vancouver, and are gathering support and donations to make this a reality.  Though FUMC (and PGIMF) is not
currently able to do this ourselves as they are still supporting a refugee, they are looking forward to partnering
with other interested individuals who have contacted MCC-BC to help with donations or working with refugees.
Several individuals have already stepped forward and Pastor Lydia invites others to join with them by
contacting Jennifer Mpungu, Refugee Coordinator at MCC-BC (604-857-0011) or Lydia at the FUMC office at
604-321-2131.  

Regent College     Hosts the first Q Commons event in Vancouver right here at Regent College on September
24. Q Commons convenes local leaders to think, learn, and work together on the topic of housing, home,
community and belonging in the City of Vancouver. Three local leaders will present - David Ley (professor of
geography, UBC), Karen Reed (Community Builder), and Omar Dominguez, (operations director - Happy City). 
Thursday, September 24 at 7:00 pm at Regent College.  Tickets $29, purchase through
www.qideas.org/QCommons/Vancouver

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
http://pgimf.org/service/the-impossible-dream/
http://www.qideas.org/QCommons/Vancouver


Being a Faithful Church   The Being a Faithful Church Task Force has released two new documents: BFC 6.1
reports on responses to BFC 6; and BFC 7 provides a recommendation for consideration at Mennonite Church
Canada's Assembly in Saskatoon in 2016: Please go to the website to download these important documents for
your consideration at http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/13465

MHSBC Annual Fundraising Banquet    The Mennonite Historical Society of BC invites you to their Annual
Fundraising Banquet Saturday, October 3 at 6pm at Emmanuel Mennonite Church (3471 Clearbrook Road,
Abbotsford) where former PGIMF-er Stephanie (Phetsamay) Stobbe speaks on the experiences of the Boat
People, their Mennonite sponsors and stories of her family’s traumatic escape and resettlement in Canada. 
Tickets $25 from the MHSBC office at 604-853-6177 or online at www.mhsbc.com

BC MB Churches Survey   ** Share Your Insights**   the BCMB leadership is reaching out to Mennonite
Brethren to share their opinions on how to build community between MB churches and to determine the kinds
of resources that can help with discipleship.  The on-line survey to collect insights will only be open until Sept. 
24

th
 at www.mbsurvey.ca.  For more info, please contact Kate Regier at (e-mail available from webmaster)

The Ethics of Death   You are invited to learn more about the recent Supreme Court of Canada decision
regarding physician-assisted suicide in a panel discussion entitled The Ethics of Death at St Philips Church. 
Panelists include George Cadman (lawyer) Joyce Murray (MP) Elizabeth Beddard-Huber (palliative care nurse)
Dr. Judy Iles (ethicist), Philip Crowell (spiritual care) and moderated by Bishop Michael Ingham.   Wednesday
September 30th, 7.00pm at St. Philip‘s Anglican, 3737 West 27th Avenue. 

MCBC Women’s Retreat    You are invited to Spark your Spiritual Gifts at the Women’s Retreat Weekend with
April Yamasaki and the women of the MCBc churches at Camp Squeah October 16-18.  This weekend of
friendship, prayer, worship, and fun invites you to participate in a variety of workshops (from digital
photography to rhythmic dance to rock climbing), hear an inspirational message from Pastor April, and have
fun with a Saturday night Talent Night.  There’s lots more (ask Andre to e-mail you the brochure) so register
now with Waltrude Goertzen at (Contact information available from webmaster).   Cost $120-$160 with
bursaries available for need. 

Psalm 63 (NRSV, antiphonal) 

1
O God, you are my God, I seek you, 

my soul thirsts for you; 

my flesh faints for you, 

as in a dry and weary land where there is no

water.
2
So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, 

beholding your power and glory. 
3
Because your steadfast love is better than life, 

my lips will praise you.
4
So I will bless you as long as I live; 

I will lift up my hands and call on your name. 
5
My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast, 

and my mouth praises you with joyful lips 
6
when I think of you on my bed, 

and meditate on you in the watches of the night;
7
for you have been my help, 

and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy.
8
My soul clings to you; 

your right hand upholds me.
9
But those who seek to destroy my life 

shall go down into the depths of the earth; 
10

they shall be given over to the power of the

sword, 

they shall be prey for jackals. 
11

But the king shall rejoice in God; 

all who swear by him shall exult, 

for the mouths of liars will be stopped. 

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/13465
http://www.mhsbc.com
http://www.mbsurvey.ca.


Psalm 63 (New Jerusalem Bible)
Psalm Of David   When he was in the desert of Judah

1
 God, you are my God, I pine for you; my heart thirsts

for you, my body longs for you, as a land parched,
dreary and waterless. 

2
 Thus I have gazed on you in

the sanctuary, seeing your power and your glory. 
3

Better your faithful love than life itself; my lips will
praise you. 

4
 Thus I will bless you all my life, in your

name lift up my hands. 
5
 All my longings fulfilled as

with fat and rich foods, a song of joy on my lips and
praise in my mouth. 

6
 On my bed when I think of you,

I muse on you in the watches of the night, 
7
 for you

have always been my help; in the shadow of your
wings I rejoice; 

8
 my heart clings to you, your right

hand supports me. 
9
 May those who are hounding me

to death go down to the depths of the earth, 
10

 given
over to the blade of the sword, and left as food for
jackals. 

11 
 Then the king shall rejoice in God, all who

swear by him shall gain recognition, for the mouths of
liars shall be silenced. 

Psalm 63 (TNIV)
A psalm of David. When he was in the Desert of Judah.

1
You, God, are my God,

earnestly I seek you; 
I thirst for you, 

my whole being longs for you, 
in a dry and parched land 

where there is no water. 

2
I have seen you in the sanctuary 

and beheld your power and your glory. 
3
Because your love is better than life, 

my lips will glorify you. 
4
I will praise you as long as I live, 

and in your name I will lift up my hands. 
5
I will be fully satisfied as with the richest of foods; 

with singing lips my mouth will praise you.

 
6
On my bed I remember you; 

         I think of you through the watches of the night. 
7
Because you are my help, 

I sing in the shadow of your wings. 
8
I cling to you; 

your right hand upholds me.

9
Those who seek my life will be destroyed; 

they will go down to the depths of the earth. 
10

They will be given over to the sword 
and become food for jackals. 

11
But the king will rejoice in God; 

all who swear by God will glory in him, 
while the mouths of liars will be silenced. 

Psalm 63 (The Message) 
A David Psalm, When He Was out in the Judean Wilderness

1
 God—you’re my God! 

I can’t get enough of you! 
I’ve worked up such hunger and thirst for God, 

traveling across dry and weary deserts.
 
2–4 

 So here I am in the place of worship, eyes open, 
drinking in your strength and glory. 

In your generous love I am really living at last! 
My lips brim praises like fountains. 

I bless you every time I take a breath; 
My arms wave like banners of praise to you.

 
5–8 

 I eat my fill of prime rib and gravy; 
I smack my lips. It’s time to shout praises! 

If I’m sleepless at midnight, 

I spend the hours in grateful reflection. 
Because you’ve always stood up for me, 

I’m free to run and play. 
I hold on to you for dear life, 

and you hold me steady as a post. 

9–11 
 Those who are out to get me are marked for

doom, 
marked for death, bound for hell. 

They’ll die violent deaths; 
jackals will tear them limb from limb. 

But the king is glad in God; 
is true friends spread the joy, 

While small-minded gossips 
are gagged for good. 



Psalm 63 (King James Version) 
A Psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of Judah. 

1
  O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: 

   My soul thirsteth for thee, 
   My flesh longeth for thee 
   In a dry and thirsty land, where no water is; 
2
  To see thy power and thy glory, 

   So as I have seen thee in the sanctuary. 
3
  Because thy lovingkindness is better than life, 

   My lips shall praise thee. 
4
  Thus will I bless thee while I live: 

   I will lift up my hands in thy name. 
5
  My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and

fatness; 
   And my mouth shall praise thee with joyful lips: 
6
  When I remember thee upon my bed, 

   And meditate on thee in the night watches. 
7
  Because thou hast been my help, 

   Therefore in the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice. 
8
  My soul followeth hard after thee: 

   Thy right hand upholdeth me. 
9
  But those that seek my soul, to destroy it, 

   Shall go into the lower parts of the earth. 
10

 They shall fall by the sword: 
   They shall be a portion for foxes. 
11

 But the king shall rejoice in God; 
   Every one that sweareth by him shall glory: 
   But the mouth of them that speak lies shall be
stopped.

Call to Worship

You, God, are our God, 
earnestly we seek you;  
we thirst for you, 
we long for you with our whole selves. 
We are like drought-cracked earth 
desperately hoping for rain.  
We have seen you in this place, with these people, 
seen your power and your glory.  
Your love is better than life, 
and so we glorify you; 
as long as we live, we praise you; 
with our voices and our bodies, we praise you. 
You fill and fulfill us here at this table, 
and so we sing our thanks and praise to you.
Amen. 

Prayer/Benediction  
 

As we leave this place, O God, we will still remember
you. 
We will think of you through the night, 
knowing that you are with us, that you are our help.
 
And so we keep singing. 
We will sing in the shadow of your wings. 
Today. Every day. Amen.

Call to Worship and Benediction  by Joanna Harader, 
Pastor of  Peace Mennonite Church in Lawrence, Kansas.

 http://spaciousfaith.com/2013/08/08/hymn-sing-prayers/

http://spaciousfaith.com/2013/08/08/hymn-sing-prayers/

