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Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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December 6
th

, 2015
Advent II

Worship Leader: Henry Neufeld Song Leader: J. Evan Kreider
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Erna Friesen

Last Sunday   Luke Schuster (resident at the Menno Simons Centre) began Advent with a lively
challenge to consider whether or not we can be selfless like the examples of David (Ps. 30) and the
Slave Girl (2 Kings 5). When we experience the blessings of taste & music, and even in the power
demonstrated in natural disasters, will we recognize the glory of God? As we enjoy our Christmas
traditions, will we ask ourselves, "How can this glorify God?"  [KH]

NOTE: the PowerPoint presentation (including the audio recording) is only available upon request
to members and adherents. Contact the Webmaster for details.

PGIMF News
December 13 J. Evan Kreider Habakkuk 1
December 20 Songs and Readings for Christmas Potluck Breakfast
December 27 Andre Pekovich T The Hours of the Mystics
January 3 Gareth Brandt An Anabaptist View of Scripture

Friday Group  This coming Friday (Dec.11) we’ll be discussing “The Necessity of Patience” Chapter 10
of Shrink.   At First Mennonite’s education building at 10:00 a.m., All welcome.

Prayer request: Eric H - healing from a ruptured appendix. 

Wider Church
MCC   Urgentl.y needs: 2,000 relief kits, 8,000 hygiene kits and 2,000 blankets.  Multiple situations of
crisis around the world such as Syria, Iraq, Gaza and Ukraine have depleted our warehouse inventory.
Please help replenish our supply to continue responding to needs around the world.  The supplies
that MCC sends around the world offer comfort to families facing disaster or crisis. They’re also a
tangible way you can share God’s love and compassion, reminding people around the world that
their needs are not forgotten.  MCC plans shipments carefully. We try to meet local needs and send
high-quality items that can withstand the harsh conditions faced by people receiving the supplies. 
Please see what you can do to be part of making MCC kits or blankets.

Regent College   Bring a lunch and enjoy a lecture from Regent College's Visiting Associate
Professor of Theology, Archie Spencer. On December 9, he will be delivering a lecture titled, “The
Future of Evangelical Theology: A Post-Protestant Proposal,” followed by a Q&A period.  Wednesday
December 9

th
 at noon in the Chapel at Regent College

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org


Layoffs at Mennonite Church Canada

Mennonite Church Canada laid off five staff members on Nov. 28, 2015, as part of the cost-saving restructuring efforts
that fall under the banner of the Future Directions Task Force. While decisions on the task force's final report will only
be made at Assembly 2016 next summer in Saskatoon, a projected budget shortfall of nearly $300,000 this year
required immediate action, MC Canada stated in a news release. 

The names of those laid off have not been made public. Two were full-time, three were part-time. They include people
from the finance, human resources and Christian formation departments, the latter of which includes Sunday school
curriculum development and the resource centre.  Along with related program reductions, the changes are expected to
save more than $500,000 over two years. 

For more information please see the MC Canada news release at 
http://news.mennonitechurch.ca/changes-national-church-system-accelerated
  or the Canadian Mennonite article at 
http://www.canadianmennonite.org/stories/mc-canada-national-office-lays-five 
  and please see further this news release indicating Willard Metzger cancelled his attendnance at the United Nations
Framework on “Climate Change conference in Paris to help staff at home navigate the transition  
http://news.mennonitechurch.ca/metzger-cancels-attendance-un-climate-change-conference

Vancouver Cantata Singers   You are invited to the annual Christmas Reprise XIII concert December
19

th
 at 2:00 pm with the Vancouver Cantata Singers at Holy Rosary Cathedral (646 Richards St.

Vancouver).  This is a treasured tradition that cannot be beat and is enjoyed by hundreds of friends
and families every year.  Always a sell-out.  Tickets $11-22-32 at Brown Paper Tickets
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/1633488

Lessons and Carols   You are invited to a special evening at Shaughnessy Heights United Church
(1533 W 33

rd
 Ave., Vancouver) inspired by the famous Lessons & Carols service of King's College,

Cambridge. Experience the Christmas story through music, scripture and poetry, in an ambiance of
peaceful reflection and meaningful contemplation. Music includes works by Gjeilo, Lauridsen,
McDowall and Warland.  The Shaughnessy Heights United Church Choir will be conducted by Dr.
Ramona Luengen, and joined by violinist Andrea Siradze and organist Roy Campbell.  Tickets: $20
General Admission. Available at the door.  Info: 604.437.9200 / choral@telus.net

St Helen’s Anglican Church (4405
W. 8

th
 Ave.) invites you to join them

for an evening of fun, games,
quizzes, carols and the most lovely
choral music for the Holiday
Season. We welcome our special
guest harpist Joy Yeh,
Songs-with-Friends and our friends
in the Orpheum Voices choir. Bring
the whole family!  The Family
Christmas Carol Sing-along Concert
takes place Saturday, December 19,
2015 from 7:00PM - 8:30PM Tickets
$20 from Church Choir members, at
the office or at the door.  Kids
under 18 - free!
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