
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Contact update
Long-ago PGIMF attender Laurel Borisenko (now
living on Vancouver Island) would like everyone
to be aware of her updated contact info.  She’s at 
10180 View St., Chemainus, BC V0R 1K2, phone
(250) 246-1955 and laurelemail@yahoo.com. 
Please be aware when sending e-mail that she
sometimes works in sensitive areas of the world. 
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Beginning with the End - An Anabaptist Eschatology
Gareth Brandt

Worship Leader: Paul Thiessen Song Leader: & Accompanist: Curtis Funk
Coffee service: Harold, Hannelore and Andre Usher: Ed Epp

Last Sunday  Christian Mysticism is defined by C.S. Lewis as “the direct experience of God, immediate as a taste
or color.” Andre explained the historical context and writings of several mystics who were controversial in their
time: Gregory of Nyssa (c.335-395), Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179), Jacopone da Todi (c.1230-1306),
Mechthild of Magdeburg (c.1207-1282), Teresa of Ávila (1515-1582), and Thomas Merton (1915-1968). Even the
Apostle Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians (2:12-16) uses the language of direct spiritual discernment. A
common priority of the mystics seems to be deeply personal and contemplative prayer. [KH]

You can hear selections from the service in MP3 audio at http://pgimf.org/service/the-hours-of-the-mystics/ 
 
PGIMF News
January 10 J. Evan Kreider Lectionary Texts
January 17 Henry Klippenstein A Pearl of Great Price
January 24 Catherine Cooper The Space in Which We Worship
January 31 Heather Murray TBA

Friday Group  We’ll meet on Friday, January 8, at 10:00 a.m.
at the education building behind First Mennonite, 659 East
52 Ave. We’ll be finishing our discussion of Shrink. Please
review Chapters 11 (The Struggle for Fidelity) and 12 (A
Practical but not Pragmatic Conclusion). All are welcome. 

Wider Church
MCC    A Common Place is the quarterly publication of MCC
to tell you the stories of the work that MCC does and the
how the lives of the people it helps have been changed.  This issue tells of how MCC helps Vietnamese villagers
receive cows to use to increase their income from rice farming.   There are several copies in the racks in the hall
you may take away to read, or you can read it on-line at http://mcccanada.ca/stories/acp/winter-2016 

Refugee Sponsorship Assistance
In iorder to best help settle our refugees, please help inventory the services you are willing to provide with this
simple survey online which will be forwarded directly to Jean McTavish, coordinator for our Syrian refugees.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Bpfvbrn6SmYVONL4UEFrhxK2yeNR6d7DJKpGpr1pnaw/viewform
If you have any questions don't hesitate to contact Travis at tramar16@gmail.com or 604-603-6843

Regent College   Churches are responding in unique ways to the housing crisis in Vancouver. Join them on
January 27

th
 at the first Regent Exchange, an initiative that seeks the good of the city through the exchange of

ideas and lived experiences.  With David Ley (Geog., UBC), a panel of four guests discussed critical questions -
theirs and yours. Wednesday January 27

th
 from 7:00 - 9:00 pm in the Chapel at Regent College.  

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)
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Snow Days
This weekly reminder asks you to check your e-mail by 8:30 on Sunday mornings when snow is expected or
has fallen, to find out if the service has been cancelled.  The worship leader for each Sunday will be
responsible for checking the conditions (walks shovelled, road conditions, etc.) in the area of the church
with an appropriate person (residence coordinators or other church members in West Point Grey) and will
"call off" the service as decided in their sole discretion.

Third Way Café   This website informs the world about Anabaptist values and the response of Anabaptists to
pressing issues of our time.  Read a movie review of Timbuktu, which takes on Americans’ sometimes-
misguided fear of Muslims in a sensitive protrayal by Abderrahmane Sissako of Muslim families trying to live
among their neighbours, some of whom have turned into jihadists. Enter the discussion of whether the church
should take sides or stay neutral with the #BlackLivesMatter movement.  Read more at http://thirdway.com/ 

Dessert Evening   President Bob Kuhn of Trinity Western University will speak on January 15 at Emmanuel
Mennonite Church (3471 Clearbrook Rd.) at 7 pm on Christian Ethics in a Secular Environment, reflecting on
TWU's recent experience.  There is no charge for admission, but an offering will be taken.  Please RSVP James
Nikkel at james@nikkel.com or phone him at 604 850 8475. 

Psalm 147:12-20

12
Extol the Lord, Jerusalem;

    praise your God, Zion.

13
He strengthens the bars of your gates

    and blesses your people within you.
14

He grants peace to your borders
    and satisfies you with the finest of wheat.

15
He sends his command to the earth;

    his word runs swiftly.
16

He spreads the snow like wool
    and scatters the frost like ashes.

17
He hurls down his hail like pebbles.

    Who can withstand his icy blast?
18

He sends his word and melts them;
    he stirs up his breezes, and the waters flow.

19
He has revealed his word to Jacob,

    his laws and decrees to Israel.
20

He has done this for no other nation;
    they do not know his laws.

Praise the Lord. [NIV]

John 1:10-18

 
10

He was in the world, and though the world was
made through him, the world did not recognize
him. 

11
He came to that which was his own, but his

own did not receive him. 
12

Yet to all who did
receive him, to those who believed in his name,
he gave the right to become children of God—
13

children born not of natural descent, nor of
human decision or a husband’s will, but born of
God.

14
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling

among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of
the one and only Son, who came from the Father,

full of grace and truth.

15
(John testified concerning him. He cried out,

saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I said,
‘He who comes after me has surpassed me
because he was before me.’”) 

16
Out of his fullness

we have all received grace in place of grace
already given. 

17
For the law was given through

Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ. 

18
No one has ever seen God, but the one

and only Son, who is himself God and is in
closest relationship with the Father, has made
him known. [NIV]
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2 Peter 3:1-13

1
Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you.

I have written both of them as reminders to
stimulate you to wholesome thinking. 

2
I want you

to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy
prophets and the command given by our Lord
and Savior through your apostles.

3
Above all, you must understand that in the last

days scoffers will come, scoffing and following
their own evil desires. 

4
They will say, “Where is

this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our
ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since
the beginning of creation.” 

5
But they deliberately

forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens
came into being and the earth was formed out of
water and by water. 

6
By these waters also the

world of that time was deluged and destroyed.
7
By the same word the present heavens and earth

are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of
judgment and destruction of the ungodly.

8
But do not forget this one thing, dear friends:

With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and
a thousand years are like a day. 

9
The Lord is not

slow in keeping his promise, as some understand
slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come
to repentance.

10
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief.

The heavens will disappear with a roar; the
elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth
and everything done in it will be laid bare.

11
Since everything will be destroyed in this way,

what kind of people ought you to be? You ought
to live holy and godly lives 

12
as you look forward

to the day of God and speed its coming. That day
will bring about the destruction of the heavens
by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.
13

But in keeping with his promise we are looking
forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where
righteousness dwells. [NIV]

Call to Worship
Isaiah 2:2-5

One: 2
 In the last days

the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established
    as the highest of the mountains;
it will be exalted above the hills,
    and all nations will stream to it.
3
 Many peoples will come and say,

All: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
    to the temple of the God of Jacob.
He will teach us his ways,
    so that we may walk in his paths.”

One: The law will go out from Zion,
    the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4 
He will judge between the nations

    and will settle disputes for many peoples.
They will beat their swords into plowshares
    and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation will not take up sword against nation,
    nor will they train for war anymore.

ALL:
5
 Come, descendants of Jacob,

    let us walk in the light of the Lord.


