
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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The Baptism of Jesus
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Worship Leader: Victoria Pelletier Song Leader: Angela Ruthven
Pianist: Ruth Enns Usher:  Erika Hannan

Last Sunday  On Epiphany Sunday, Gareth Brandt, Instructor at Columbia Bible College, described
two competing ways to avoid the cataclysmic last days of the Earth: Escapist (count on the Rapture)
and Secularist (count on human progress). Gareth proposed a third way based on Anabaptist
eschatology (end times study), in which the judgment of Jesus can be eagerly anticipated as the time
when all things will be made right. Like Nelson Mandela’s prison garden on Robben Island, we can
cultivate living hope, since Christ is “coming soon” (in kairos time, not a specific chronos time) and
will return unexpectedly at the opportune moment. With the inevitable end of the world in mind, “...
what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to
the day of God …” (2 Peter 3:11). [KH]
Listen to the sermon audio in your favorite web browser at
http://pgimf.org/service/beginning-with-the-end-anabaptist-eschatology/ 

PGIMF News
January 17 Henry Klippenstein The Pearl of Great Price (Part II)
January 24 Catherine Cooper The Space in Which We Worship
January 31 Heather Murray TBA
February 7 Catherine Cooper Creating Spaces in Worship

;  Rojan invites all who knew his mother Helen Jantzen to join him, his brother Ernie, and family, for
her burial on Wednesday, January 13th, 12:30 p.m. at the Forest Lawn Cemetery, 3789 Royal Oak Ave,
Burnaby.  You are further invited to attend the memorial service, to be held on the same day at 3:00
p.m. at the Abbotsford Baptist Church, 33651 Busby Road, Abbotsford.  Helen passed away quietly on
Monday in Abbotsford at the age of 97. 

Wider Church

Regent College   Opening Wednesday January 13
th
 at 4:30 pm at the Lookout Gallery at Regent

College is the landscape artist WL Hibberd’s new show A Winter Aesthetic.  All paintings were painted
plein-air (outside in the winter cold) and show a remarkable sensitivity of light, form and colour to
what’s generally seen as a bleak scene. Gallery open Monday-Friday from 8:30 am - 5:00 pm and
Saturday from noon - 4:00 until February 4

th
.  Opening reception January 13

th
 at 4:30 pm. 

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://pgimf.org/service/beginning-with-the-end-anabaptist-eschatology/


Snow Days
This weekly reminder asks you to check your e-mail by 8:30 on Sunday mornings when snow is expected or
has fallen, to find out if the service has been cancelled.  The worship leader for each Sunday will be
responsible for checking the conditions (walks shovelled, road conditions, etc.) in the area of the church
with an appropriate person (residence coordinators or other church members in West Point Grey) and will
"call off" the service as decided in their sole discretion.

MCC   The Canadian Government Monday announced that it will extend the programme of matching
donations from individual Canadians made to relief efforts in Syria until February 29, 2016.  Your
dollars will assist those suffering from war and violence whether they have decided to leave or to
stay.  To leave is to risk their lives over dangerous seas and through countries hesitant to open their
doors. But to stay is also a great risk. Responding to this crisis is MCC’s largest ever humanitarian
effort, but the needs are growing faster than the resources are coming in.  Here are four ways you can
make a difference: 
• Give a donation to MCC's humanitarian work in the region. 
• Learn how you, your church or other organization can get involved with refugee sponsorship.
• Advocate for a peaceful resolution to the conflict and for a solution to the refugee crisis. 
• Pray for peace in Syria and Iraq and for all those who have been affected or displaced by the

conflict. 

CPT  Christian Peacemaker Teams invites you to look at their work in conflict zones around the world
including right here in Canada.  Walking alongside the disenfranchised, they speak for those unable
to be heard, and support them in confronting authorities and those acting under colour of authority
to achieve a more just world in Palestine, Columbia, Iraqi Kurdistan and right here in Canada.  See
www.cpt.org for more details.

MB Herald   Annually, the MB Herald asks us to check our subscription list to ensure every MB
member who wants to can read the MB Herald.  Please let Andre know if you are not currently
receiving the MB Herald and would like to. This church is currently paying for two non-members to
have subscriptions and this offer is extended to all others wishing a subscription. 

Join the BCMB Conference on Wednesday January 13
th
 at 12:00 noon for a live on-line discussion

about how churches can sponsor refugees in Canada led by host Greg Laing (MBMission) with
panelists Jenny Toews (Richmond Bethel), Lois Waterton (Gracepoint Community Church), Jennifer
Mpungu (MCC-BC Refugee Coordinator), Samir Youseff (MB mission) and Dawn-Lynn Prediger
(Inasmuch Community Society). Watch it live at
http://us6.campaign-archive1.com/?u=7fcf56a3d930bffe5bc37ff2a&id=ec290df302&e=7d1f3d5941
or see the video-recording afterward at
http://bcmb.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=7fcf56a3d930bffe5bc37ff2a&id=5216b9ce73&e=7d
1f3d5941

Colour Workshop   Pictures are powerful. What if your church’s worship could include visual art? Join
MCBC for a practical one-day visual arts workshop Worship in Colour: Exploring Visual Creativity as
a Church led by Kelowna artist Shari Laurie designed to equip church teams to start incorporating the
visual arts into their worship services. Saturday, February 20 from 9am-3pm at Columbia Bible College
(2940 Clearbrook Rd, Abbotsford, BC). Cost $63 | $53 Group Rate (5 or more)

http://thirdway.com/
http://www.cpt.org
http://us6.campaign-archive1.com/?u=7fcf56a3d930bffe5bc37ff2a&id=ec290df302&e=7d1f3d5941
http://bcmb.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=7fcf56a3d930bffe5bc37ff2a&id=5216b9ce73&e=7d1f3d5941
http://bcmb.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=7fcf56a3d930bffe5bc37ff2a&id=5216b9ce73&e=7d1f3d5941


Psalm 29

A Psalm of David.
1
 Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,

   ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
2
 Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;

   worship the Lord in holy splendour.

3
 The voice of the Lord is over the waters;

   the God of glory thunders,
   the Lord, over mighty waters.
4
 The voice of the Lord is powerful;

   the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.

5
 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars;

   the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon.
6
 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,

   and Sirion like a young wild ox.

7
 The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire.

8
 The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;

   the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

9
 The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl,

   and strips the forest bare;
   and in his temple all say, ‘Glory!’

10
 The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;

   the Lord sits enthroned as king for ever.
11

 May the Lord give strength to his people!
   May the Lord bless his people with peace!

[NRSV]

Isaiah 43:1-7

1
 But now thus says the Lord,

   he who created you, O Jacob,
   he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
   I have called you by name, you are mine.
2
 When you pass through the waters, I will be with

you;
   and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm
you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
   and the flame shall not consume you.
3
 For I am the Lord your God,

   the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour.
I give Egypt as your ransom,
   Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.

4
 Because you are precious in my sight,

   and honoured, and I love you,
I give people in return for you,
   nations in exchange for your life.
5
 Do not fear, for I am with you;

   I will bring your offspring from the east,
   and from the west I will gather you;
6
 I will say to the north, ‘Give them up’,

   and to the south, ‘Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
   and my daughters from the end of the earth—
7
 everyone who is called by my name,

   whom I created for my glory,
   whom I formed and made.’ [NRSV]

Acts 8:14-17

14
 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that

Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent
Peter and John to them. 

15
The two went down

and prayed for them that they might receive the
Holy Spirit 

16
(for as yet the Spirit had not come

upon any of them; they had only been baptized
in the name of the Lord Jesus). 

17
Then Peter and

John laid their hands on them, and they received
the Holy Spirit. [NRSV]



Luke 3:1-22

[Luke’s Historical Setting is unusually precise:]
1
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor

Tiberius [=29 A.D.], when Pontius Pilate was

governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee,
and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea

and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene,
2
during the high priesthood of Annas and

Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of
Zechariah in the wilderness. 

[John the Baptist’s work summarized and connected
with Isaiah’s words:]
3
He went into all the region around the Jordan,

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins, 

4
as it is written in the book of

the words of the prophet Isaiah,
    “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

    ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
        make his paths straight.

    
5
Every valley shall be filled,

        and every mountain and hill shall be made

 low,
        and the crooked shall be made straight,

        and the rough ways made smooth;
    

6
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”

[John’s sermon ideas:]
7
John said to the crowds that came out to be

baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who

warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8
Bear

fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to

yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’;
for I tell you, God is able from these stones to

raise up children to Abraham. 
9
Even now the ax is

lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore

that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire.”

[John speaks to three economic/social
groups—impoverished peasants, rich tax farmers,

soldiers:]
10

And the crowds asked him, “What then should
we do?” 

11
In reply he said to them, “Whoever has

two coats must share with anyone who has none;

and whoever has food must do likewise.” 
12

Even

tax collectors came to be baptized, and they

asked
him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 

13
He said to

them, “Collect no more than the amount
prescribed for you.” 

14
Soldiers also asked him,

“And we, what should we do?” He said to them,
“Do not extort money from anyone by threats or

false accusation, and be satisfied with your
wages.”

[John denies that he is ‘the Messiah’ but tells what a

Messiah might be like:]
15

As the people were filled with expectation, and

all were questioning in their hearts concerning
John, whether he might be the Messiah, 

16
John

answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you
with water; but one who is more powerful than I

is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy

Spirit and fire. 
17

His winnowing fork is in his hand,
to clear his threshing floor and to gather the

wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn
with unquenchable fire.”

[John’s preaching goes viral:]
18

So, with many other exhortations, he
proclaimed the good news to the people. 

19
But

Herod the ruler, who had been rebuked by him
because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and

because of all the evil things that Herod had
done, 

20
added to them all by shutting up John in

prison.

[The Baptism of Jesus:]
21

Now when all the people were baptized, and

when Jesus also had been baptized and was
praying, the heaven was opened, 

22
and the Holy

Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a
dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are

my Son, the Beloved with you I am well pleased.”


