
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Tim has accepted a job offer
from Bethel Chinese
Mennonite Brethren church, as
an English pastor. He will be
returning to Vancouver at the
end of the month!

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

January 31
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, 2016

Heather Murray - Do English Majors Understand Jesus?

Worship Leader: Janice Kreider  Song Leader: Veronica Dyck
Pianist: Rosemary Bell Usher: Henry Neufeld

Last Sunday   Catherine Cooper reminded us that our church buildings aren't specified by God like the
Tabernacle in Exodus 25 or Solomon's Temple in 1 Chronicles 28. She referred to Jeanne Halgren Kilde's
book, Sacred Power, Sacred Space: An Introduction to Christian Architecture and Worship, which describes
how the layout of a sanctuary can reinforce power relationships, such as by elevating the clergy at the front.
What design aspects of worship space are important to our us individually and as a congregation – natural
light, artwork, acoustics, and seating arrangements? Where else besides our current chapel can we feel as
safe and comfortable as we praise, pray and fellowship together? [KH]

Hear the message in your favourite browser at http://pgimf.org/service/the-space-in-which-we-worship/ 

PGIMF News
February 7 Catherine Cooper Creating Spaces in Worship
February 14 Henry Neufeld Going Home Again
February 21 Thomas Bergen Death & Dying
February 28 Kevin Hiebert TBA

Refugee Sponsorship Project  Starting this coming April, PGIMF has
budgeted to provide $4,800 to the West Side Churches Refugee
Sponsorship project over the 2016 fiscal year ($400/mth). If you would
like to make a special offering over and above our church budget
commitment, you may designate your gift to "Refugee Sponsorship
Project"; alternately, we prefer you forward a cheque to Dunbar Heights
United Church, 3525 W. 24

th
  Ave. Vancouver BC V6S 1L5.

PGIMF E-mail Mail List   If you aren’t already signed up to receive e-mails from PGIMF about important
events, you can sign up at http://mail.pgimf.org/mailman/listinfo/pgimf-all_pgimf.org 

Wider Church

MCBC AGM and LEAD Conference takes place this year on Friday February 26
th

 and Saturday February 27
th

at Level Ground Mennonite Church (31216 King Road, Abbotsford).  The LEAD Conference takes place from
1:30-5pm on Friday, February 26 on “Leadership in a Broken World: Walking in God’s Mission of
Reconciliation.” Registration cost is $20.00 per person. MCBC invites EVERYONE, not just leaders, to attend. 
On Saturday February 27

th
 , the Annual General Meeting takes place from 9:00 am - 4:30 pm also at Level

Ground Mennonite Church (31216 King Road, Abbotsford).   Important note: If you are planning on
attending the MC Canada Assembly in Saskatoon in July you  should attend the MCBC Annual Meeting as
discussion/decisions at the MCBC AGM may impact the MC Canada Assembly.  Delegates wanted -
registration begins now!

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://pgimf.org/service/beginning-with-the-end-anabaptist-eschatology/
http://pgimf.org/service/the-pearl-of-great-price-part2/
http://mail.pgimf.org/mailman/listinfo/pgimf-all_pgimf.org


Snow Days
This weekly reminder asks you to check your e-mail by 8:30 on Sunday mornings when snow is expected or
has fallen, to find out if the service has been cancelled.  The worship leader for each Sunday will be
responsible for checking the conditions (walks shovelled, road conditions, etc.) in the area of the church
with an appropriate person (residence coordinators or other church members in West Point Grey) and will
"call off" the service as decided in their sole discretion.

Syria 101 - An Information Evening sponsored by 
The Westside Churches* Refugee Sponsorship Committee 

Saturday, February 13 from 6:00 to 9:00 pm 
Knox United at 5600 Balaclava. 
Tickets are $20 and are available through Travis Martin. 

You’re invited to this wonderful evening of Syrian food, music and culture!  With presentations by the
Refugee Committee on the sponsorship process and on Syria, this is an opportunity to meet the members of
the Refugee Committee and people of Syrian origin.  All proceeds go directly to this very important project.

*Dunbar Heights United, Knox United, Ryerson United, University Hill United, West Point Grey United, West Point Grey

Presbyterian, Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship

MCC    The Canadian Government will match donations from individual Canadians to relief efforts in Syria
made by February 29, 2016.  Call MCC-BC at 604-857-0011 or on-line at www.mcccanada.ca to have your
donation matched today.

Refugees information See the arrival of Mohammed and Omar at WPG United Church’s website at
http://www.wpguc.com and learn how you can help at
http://www.wpguc.com/news/refugee-sponsorship-we-need-your-help

Regent College   Hear the latest public lecture featuring Hans Boersma speaking on Scripture,
Sacrament, and Metaphysics: Origen, Hobbes, and Spinoza with a Q&A to follow.  Thursday, Feb 4,
2016 at 7:30pm in the Chapel at Regent College.  Free admission, and with luck, free parking outside.

Mennonite Heritage Museum   The MHM invites you to their Open House on Family Day (Monday,
February 8) from 10am to 4pm for activities for the whole family including the permanent exhibition
entitled "The Mennonite Story" (admission by donation) which traces Mennonites history and faith
from the 16th century to the present.  Activities for children included, and at 1:30 Ruth Derksen
Siemens, author of Daughters in the City: Mennonite Maids in Vancouver, 1931-61 tells stories for the
whole family.

Psalm 119: 65-72

65
 You have dealt well with your servant,

   O Lord, according to your word.
66

 Teach me good judgement and knowledge,
   for I believe in your commandments.
67

 Before I was humbled I went astray,
   but now I keep your word.
68

 You are good and do good;
   teach me your statutes.

69
 The arrogant smear me with lies,

   but with my whole heart I keep your precepts.
70

 Their hearts are fat and gross,
   but I delight in your law.
71

 It is good for me that I was humbled,
   so that I might learn your statutes.
72

 The law of your mouth is better to me
   than thousands of gold and silver pieces.   [NRSV]

http://www.mcccanada.ca
http://www.wpguc.com/news/mohamads-arrival
http://www.wpguc.com/news/omars-arrival
http://www.wpguc.com
http://www.wpguc.com/news/refugee-sponsorship-we-need-your-help


Matthew 8:5-13

5
 When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came

to him, appealing to him 
6
and saying, ‘Lord, my

servant is lying at home paralysed, in terrible
distress.’ 

7
And he said to him, ‘I will come and

cure him.’ 
8
The centurion answered, ‘Lord, I am

not worthy to have you come under my roof; but
only speak the word, and my servant will be
healed. 

9
For I also am a man under authority,

with soldiers under me; and I say to one, “Go”,
and he goes, and to another, “Come”, and he
comes, and to my slave, “Do this”, and the slave

does it.’ 
10

When Jesus heard him, he was amazed
and said to those who followed him, ‘Truly I tell
you, in no one in Israel have I found such faith. 

11
I

tell you, many will come from east and west and
will eat with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the
kingdom of heaven, 

12
while the heirs of the

kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.’ 

13
And to the centurion Jesus said, ‘Go; let

it be done for you according to your faith.’ And
the servant was healed in that hour. [NRSV]

Matthew 16:1-4

1
The Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to test

Jesus* they asked him to show them a sign from
heaven. 

2
He answered them, ‘When it is evening,

you say, “It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.”
3
And in the morning, “It will be stormy today, for

the sky is red and threatening.” You know how to

interpret the appearance of the sky, but you
cannot interpret the signs of the times.  

4
An evil

and adulterous generation asks for a sign, but no
sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.’
Then he left them and went away. [NRSV]

Matthew 16:5-12

5
 When the disciples reached the other side, they

had forgotten to bring any bread. 
6
Jesus said to

them, ‘Watch out, and beware of the yeast of the
Pharisees and Sadducees.’ 

7
They said to one

another, ‘It is because we have brought no
bread.’ 

8
And becoming aware of it, Jesus said,

‘You of little faith, why are you talking about
having no bread? 

9
Do you still not perceive? Do

you not remember the five loaves for the five

thousand, and how many baskets you gathered?
10

Or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and
how many baskets you gathered? 

11
How could

you fail to perceive that I was not speaking about
bread? Beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and
Sadducees!’ 

12
Then they understood that he had

not told them to beware of the yeast of bread,
but of the teaching of the Pharisees and
Sadducees. [NRSV]

Baltics
Tomas Transtromer 

Part 5

July 30th. The strait has become eccentric – swarming with jellyfish today for
the first time in years, they pump themselves forward calmly and patiently,
they belong to the same line: Aurelia, they drift like flowers after a sea burial,
if you take them out of the water their entire form vanishes, as when an
indescribable truth is lifted out of silence and formulated into an inert mass,
but they are untranslatable, they must stay in their own element.



Humour Corner

Hymns for the Congregation

Dentist’s Hymn....................................Crown Him with Many Crowns
Weatherman’s Hymn........................There Shall Be Showers of Blessings
Contractor’s Hymn.............................The Church’s One Foundation
The Tailor’s Hymn...............................Holy, Holy, Holy
the Golferr’s Hymn..............................There’s a Green Hill Far Away
The Politician’s Hymn....................... Standing on the Promises
Optometrist’s Hymn...........................Open My Eyes That I Might See.
The Tax Agent’s Hymn.......................I Surrender All
The Gopssip’s Hymn.......................... Pass It On
The Electrician’s Hymn.......................Send the Light
The Shopper’s Hymn...........................Sweet Bye and Bye
The Realtor’s Hym,n.............................I’ve Got a Mansion, Just Over the Hilltop
the Massage Therapist’s Hymn.......He Touched Me
The Doctor’s Hymn...............................The Great Physician

And a bit of wisdom to go with your doggerel....

Lord, give me a sense of humour,
Give me the grace to see a joke,
To get some humour out of life,
And pass it on to other folk.

It isn’t just God that knows all.....


