
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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Worship Leader: Janice Kreider Music Leader: Erna Friesen
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Edward Epp

Last Sunday  Dr. Ruth Enns (a musicologist teaching at the Vancouver Academy of Music) spoke on one of the
oldest hymns still being sung today, Veni Creator Spiritus ("Come, Creator Spirit").  Christian hymns are
versified songs of praise which grew out of the synagogue tradition.  Jesus sang a hymn at the Last Supper,
Paul advised churches to sing hymns, psalms and spiritual songs.  Veni Creator Spiritus was already being sung
by the time of the Church Fathers, and is in the style of hymns championed by Augustine. Although the chant
version is still sung in monasteries, secular composers have also been inspired by it:  Duruflé, Palestrina, Luther,
Frank, Gounod, Hindemith, Penderecki and Mahler (Symphony of a Thousand), and in 1998 Pope John Paul
spoke about it in his Pentecost homily. [JEK]

You can hear this message in your browser at http://pgimf.org/service/come-creator-spirit/ 

Two Sundays Ago   Timothy Tse challenged us with the obvious question, “Where are we right now?” Do we
see our place in the world as the past and future Temple — the throne room of God? The purpose (Telos) of
God’s creation of humankind was to bear the image of God. Christ fulfilled the prophecies in the Law (Torah)
and invited us to become the Temple in the Kingdom of God. The one unique thing that the church can do is
testify to the hope we have because of God’s ultimate rule over the world. May our worship and daily lives
show up as realistic images of God. [KH]

You can hear the message in your browser at http://pgimf.org/service/temple-torah-telos-throne/

PGIMF News
September 13 Walter Bergen Welcome back to MSC/Potluck BBQ
September 20 Sarah Williams Recollections
September 27 Winston Pratt Reluctant Responder
October 4 It could be you!

PGIMF food groups    To continue our “ministry of the table” the PGIMF food groups have started up again.  If
you did not get the e-mail with the food group list, please see the mailslots at the back of the church for spare
copies.  If you would like to be on a food group and are not currently on one, please let Hannelore know. 

Wider Church
MCC-BC Relief Sale      Join with people around the Lower Mainland for the Festival for World Relief
to support relief, development, and peace work of MCC all around the world in over 60 countries
worldwide.  The Festival will be held on September 18 & 19 at the Abbotsford TRADEX Centre. The
Festival has something for all ages – arts and craft sales, auctions, activities just for children, and
delicious food! Cyclists can participate in the Pedaling for Hope cyclathon on Saturday, September
19, to ride in support of MCC food projects.  More information at www.mcccanada.ca

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)
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Regent College    Is delighted to host the first Q Commons Vancouver: Home, Community &
Belonging from Q-Ideas of New York City.  This meeting of local and international leaders gathers
annually to think, learn, and work together on common topics and issues such as housing affordability,
building community, and infusing more happiness into a city sometimes described as fostering loneliness.  
The evening is part of an international event coming to over 80 cities in the US and around the world,
reaching 10,000 participants, all engaging in a discussion simultaneously from 7 to 9 pm. Vancouver
attendees will hear three broadcasted talks from New York City and three locally curated talks featuring
David Ley (Geog. UBC) Karen Reed (Parker house) Omar Dominguez, with talks from Os Guinness and
Carolyn Leaf.  Thursday September 24 at 7 pm at Regent College, 5800 University Blvd, UBC   Tickets: $29
from Q-Ideas at http://host.qideas.org/cities/vancouver/view or check Regent College at
www.regentcollege.edu 

M2/W2   With a new intake of prison inmates pending for M2/W2's mentorship program, please pray that
God will give us the right words to speak when we interview inmates that apply for the program. Pray for
our volunteer mentors that God will give them discernment as they meet with their inmate matches.

Sardis Community Church invites you to attend all or part of their 40
th
 year Celebration Saturday

September 12
th
 from 4:00 pm - 9:00 pm and Sunday September 13

th
 beginning with a celebration service

at 9:30 am through the day until the picnic windup at Cultus lake at 5:00 pm.  Please RSVP the church
office at 604-858-7191.

Continuing Ed at Columbia    Columbia Bible College invites you to attend their series of seminars for all
ages at Columbia, featuring Rikk Watts speaking on It’s All About Life for the Church & the World. This
conference explores the themes of creation, humanity, and God throughout the Bible, and practical
applications to how we live, treat each other, care for creation, and worship the Creator.   Rikk Watts is a
former aeronautical engineer with an educational background in philosophy, art history and sociology, and
is now a member of the New Testament faculty at Regent College.   Takes place Friday, October 2, from
7-9 pm & Saturday, October 3, from 9-2:30 pm.  Cost is $63 ($36.75 Seniors 65+) and includes lunch.  For
more information on the other seminars, please see
https://www.columbiabc.edu/alc/continuing_education (Ed note: if you click on this link, you are sure to
recognize the feature speaker in the photograph)

MHSBC Annual Fundraising Banquet    The Mennonite Historical Society of BC invites you to their
Annual Fundraising Banquet Saturday, October 3 at 6pm at Emmanuel Mennonite Church (3471
Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford) where former PGIMF-er Stephanie (Phetsamay) Stobbe speaks on the
experiences of the Boat People, their Mennonite sponsors and stories of her family’s traumatic escape and
resettlement in Canada.  Tickets $25 from the MHSBC office at 604- or online at www.mhsbc.com 

Mennonite Disaster Service    On the 10
th
 anniversary of Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans, MDS has

released five stories of remembering and recovery. Check the MDS website to read the stories and see the
photos at http://mds.mennonite.net/home/  

Ride for Refuge is gearing up! There are already five teams established on our RIDE page at
https://rideforrefuge.org/charity/mennonitechurchca  (Thank you!). Put your power to the pedals on Oct. 3
in towns and cities across Canada in support of Mennonite Church Canada ministry with vulnerable people
in Thailand! 

Wisdom Corner

Socialism never took root in America because the poor see themselves not
as an exploited proletariat but as temporarily embarrassed millionaires.

  - John Steinbeck

http://host.qideas.org/cities/vancouver/view
http://www.regentcollege.edu
https://www.columbiabc.edu/alc/continuing_education
http://www.mhsbc.com
(http://mds.mennonite.net/home/
https://rideforrefuge.org/charity/mennonitechurchca


2Corinthians 3:1-6; 

1Are we beginning to commend ourselves again?
Surely we do not need, as some do, letters of
recommendation to you or from you, do we?
2You yourselves are our letter, written on our
hearts, to be known and read by all; 3and you
show that you are a letter of Christ, prepared by
us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the
living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets
of human hearts.

4 Such is the confidence that we have through
Christ towards God. 5Not that we are competent
of ourselves to claim anything as coming from
us; our competence is from God, 6who has made
us competent to be ministers of a new covenant,
not of letter but of spirit; for the letter kills, but
the Spirit gives life. [NRSV]

Jeremiah 31:31-34; 

31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord,
when I will make a new covenant with the house
of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be
like the covenant that I made with their ancestors
when I took them by the hand to bring them out
of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke,
though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But
this is the covenant that I will make with the
house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I

will put my law within them, and I will write it on
their hearts; and I will be their God, and they
shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach
one another, or say to each other, ‘Know the
Lord’, for they shall all know me, from the least of
them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will
forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no
more. [NRSV]

John 15:9-17

9As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you;
abide in my love. 10If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as
I have kept my Father’s commandments and
abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you
so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy
may be complete.

12 ‘This is my commandment, that you love one
another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater
love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s

friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I
command you. 15I do not call you servants any
longer, because the servant does not know what
the master is doing; but I have called you friends,
because I have made known to you everything
that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not
choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you
to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the
Father will give you whatever you ask him in my
name. 17I am giving you these commands so that
you may love one another. [NRSV]


