
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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Last Sunday   PGIMF celebrated its 29th anniversary with a message from one of our founding members, Dr.
John Friesen, whose tireless struggle to develop a student ministry at the University of BC is well reflected in
a message of hope for our future as a congregation and in the student residence in which we worship.  Key
scripture: 2Corinthians 3:5-6.

Hear the message on-line at http://pgimf.org/service/the-impossible-dream/ 

PGIMF News
September 20 Sarah Williams Recollections
September 27 Winston Pratt Reluctant Responder
October 4 Rod Suderman TBA
October 11 Thanksgiving service of songs and scriptures

PGIMF food groups    To continue our “ministry of the table” the PGIMF food groups have started up again. 
If you did not get the e-mail with the food group list, please see the mailslots at the back of the church for
spare copies.  If you would like to be on a food group and are not currently on one, please let Hannelore
know. 

Friday Group   This group meets on Friday mornings, every two weeks to discuss books, issues and topics
of interest. This fall we’ll be discussing the book Shrink, by Tim Suttle. Suttle, a Kansas pastor, writes about
the church’s obsession with size and success instead of faithfulness. Suttle is critical of many church growth
strategies. We meet in the education building behind First Mennonite Church (659 East 52 St., near Fraser
and 52) at 10:00 a.m. starting on Friday, October 2. All are welcome to join us. Henry Neufeld has some
copies of Shrink available for purchase.

Wider Church
MCC    As part of MCC’s mission to Syria and Iraq, they with their 27 local partners, have been ensuring food
security for more than two years for hundreds of families in refugee camps in various locations.  While you
are encouraged to support this work, you are further encouraged to help people find safety and a new
home. In Canada MCC has a long history of resettling families. Refugee coordinators provide support
throughout the process from assisting with applications to welcoming the family and helping them establish
a new life. Learn more about refugee sponsorship at http://mcccanada.ca/learn/what/refugees/sponsorship
or call Jennifer Mpungu at the office at 604-857-0011.

Ride for Refuge is gearing up! Put your power to the pedals on Oct. 3 in towns and cities across Canada in
support of Mennonite Church Canada ministry with vulnerable people in Thailand! There are five teams
established on our RIDE page at https://rideforrefuge.org/charity/mennonitechurchca  (Thank you!).

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)
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Being a Faithful Church   The Being a Faithful Church Task Force has released two new documents: BFC 6.1
reports on responses to BFC 6; and BFC 7 provides a recommendation for consideration at Mennonite
Church Canada's Assembly in Saskatoon in 2016: Please go to the website to download these important
documents for your consideration at http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/13465 

Regent College     Hosts the first Q Commons event in Vancouver right here at Regent College on
September 24. Q Commons convenes local leaders to think, learn, and work together on the topic of
housing, home, community and belonging in the City of Vancouver. Three local leaders will present - David
Ley (professor of geography, UBC), Karen Reed (Community Builder), and Omar Dominguez, (operations
director - Happy City).  Thursday, September 24 at 7:00 pm at Regent College.  Tickets $29, purchase
through www.qideas.org/QCommons/Vancouver

MHSBC Annual Fundraising Banquet    The Mennonite Historical Society of BC invites you to their Annual
Fundraising Banquet Saturday, October 3 at 6pm at Emmanuel Mennonite Church (3471 Clearbrook Road,
Abbotsford) where former PGIMF-er Stephanie (Phetsamay) Stobbe speaks on the experiences of the Boat
People, their Mennonite sponsors and stories of her family’s traumatic escape and resettlement in Canada. 
Tickets $25 from the MHSBC office at 604-853-6177 or online at www.mhsbc.com

BC MB Churches Survey   ** Share Your Insights**   the BCMB leadership is reaching out to Mennonite
Brethren to share their opinions on how to build community between MB churches and to determine the
kinds of resources that can help with discipleship. The MB Herald publication is one example of a resource
that helps build community among MBs so they hope to hear your opinions on this and other resources that
CCMBC could provide. Insights will be collected via a nation-wide on-line survey to be conducted
September 10

th
 - 24

th
 at www.mbsurvey.ca.  If you have any additional questions, please contact Kate Regier

at (contact info available from webmaster).

The Ethics of Death   You are invited to learn more about the recent Supreme Court of Canada decision
regarding physician-assisted suicide in a panel discussion entitled The Ethics of Death at St Philips Church. 
Panelists include George Cadman (lawyer) Joyce Murray (MP) Elizabeth Beddard-Huber (palliative care
nurse) Dr. Judy Iles (ethicist), Philip Crowell (spiritual care) and moderated by Bishop Michael Ingham.  
Wednesday September 30th, 7.00pm at St. Philip‘s Aglican, 3737 West 27th Avenue. 

Communitas    Shawn Wilson is a big guy, standing at over six feet tall, which is an asset when it comes to
his work as a window washer. He takes great pride in doing a good job, getting windows clean but it’s the
care that he has for his customers that shows he’s a big guy with a big heart.  Communitas supports
peoople with disabilities not only in living situations, but in helping them become and remain productive
members of the community.  Read more in their newsletter at
http://www.communitascare.com/stories/382-window-washer-with-a-big-heart and consider supporting
this important work.

Mennonite Church Canada helps to support the church in Cuba through close partnerships and leadership
development seminars presented by Hippolyto Tshimanga (Director, Latin America Ministry) and Tom Roes.
Pray for the growing church in Cuba and those who walk with them as new pastors are sent to new locations
to strengthen and build up rural congregations.  Your prayers and support are coveted.

Autumn Shift Festival    On Sunday, September 13, 2015  Main Street between Broadway and E. 7th Ave,
the laneways west of Main Street and 8th Ave to Quebec will be closed to cars as the Mt. Pleasant BIA invites
Vancouver to ‘visit the hood’. The ASF is a celebration of Mount Pleasant and all of the businesses and
people that make it unique, with live entertainment, shopping, food and fun to the streets.  Come for the 6

th

Annual Smoking Sausage BBQ Cookoff Fundraiser - a friendly competition between neighbourhood
restaurants, local culinary schools and food shops. Each team creates a custom sausage which is cooked on
site and judged by the public. All proceeds go to the Greater Vancouver Food Bank. (2-5pm)
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Numbers 6

1
The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 

2
Speak to the

Israelites and say to them: When either men or
women make a special vow, the vow of a nazirite, to
separate themselves to the Lord, 

3
they shall separate

themselves from wine and strong drink; they shall
drink no wine vinegar or other vinegar, and shall not
drink any grape juice or eat grapes, fresh or dried.
4
All their days as nazirites they shall eat nothing that

is produced by the grape-vine, not even the seeds
or the skins.

5
 All the days of their nazirite vow no razor shall

come upon the head; until the time is completed for
which they separate themselves to the Lord, they
shall be holy; they shall let the locks of the head
grow long.

6
 All the days that they separate themselves to the

Lord they shall not go near a corpse. 
7
Even if their

father or mother, brother or sister, should die, they
may not defile themselves; because their
consecration to God is upon the head. 

8
All their days

as nazirites they are holy to the Lord.

9
 If someone dies very suddenly nearby, defiling the

consecrated head, then they shall shave the head on
the day of their cleansing; on the seventh day they
shall shave it. 

10
On the eighth day they shall bring

two turtle-doves or two young pigeons to the priest
at the entrance of the tent of meeting, 

11
and the

priest shall offer one as a sin-offering and the other
as a burnt-offering, and make atonement for them,
because they incurred guilt by reason of the corpse.
They shall sanctify the head that same day, 

12
and

separate themselves to the Lord for their days as
nazirites, and bring a male lamb a year old as a
guilt-offering. The former time shall be void,
because the consecrated head was defiled.

13
 This is the law for the nazirites when the time of

their consecration has been completed: they shall be
brought to the entrance of the tent of meeting,
14

and they shall offer their gift to the Lord, one male
lamb a year old without blemish as a burnt-offering,

one ewe lamb a year old without blemish as a
sin-offering, one ram without blemish as an offering
of well-being, 

15
and a basket of unleavened bread,

cakes of choice flour mixed with oil, and unleavened
wafers spread with oil, with their grain-offering and
their drink-offerings. 

16
The priest shall present them

before the Lord and offer their sin-offering and
burnt-offering, 

17
and shall offer the ram as a sacrifice

of well-being to the Lord, with the basket of
unleavened bread; the priest also shall make the
accompanying grain-offering and drink-offering.
18

Then the nazirites shall shave the consecrated
head at the entrance of the tent of meeting, and
shall take the hair from the consecrated head and
put it on the fire under the sacrifice of well-being.
19

The priest shall take the shoulder of the ram, when
it is boiled, and one unleavened cake out of the
basket, and one unleavened wafer, and shall put
them in the palms of the nazirites, after they have
shaved the consecrated head. 

20
Then the priest shall

elevate them as an elevation-offering before the
Lord; they are a holy portion for the priest, together
with the breast that is elevated and the thigh that is
offered. After that the nazirites may drink wine.

21
 This is the law for the nazirites who take a vow.

Their offering to the Lord must be in accordance
with the nazirite vow, apart from what else they can
afford. In accordance with whatever vow they take,
so they shall do, following the law for their
consecration.

22
 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 

23
Speak to Aaron

and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the
Israelites: You shall say to them,
24

 The Lord bless you and keep you;
25

 the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be
gracious to you;
26

 the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and
give you peace.

27
 So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I

will bless them.    [NRSV]


