
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Photos for PGIMF Website
Anyone with photos of PGIMF events or
people or spaces willing to have them
used on the website, please let Andre
know.  There is a memory stick for digital
pictures, and prints can be scanned.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

Thomas Bergen: Growing in Love (Ephesians 4:16): 
Reflection on Christian Community from Jean Vanier

November 8
st
, 2015

Worship Leader: Laura Eriksson Music Leader: Angela Ruthven
Accompanist: Kathi Suderman Usher: Peter Neudorf

Last Sunday   Where charity and love are, God is there.  The Latin-
based lyrics from a song launched Thomas Bergen into a search for
the dwelling of God, the place we can go to be with God. Thomas
noted that the Christian community holds the promise of re-
sacralizing our world and our lives. Through the story of Dietrich
Bonhöffer’s stay and death in Tegel prison, Thomas demonstrated
God’s presence in the community that sustained Bonhöffer; this,
then, is where the dwelling of God is found. [AP]

Hear the message in your browser at https://pgimf.org/audio/2015-11-01-thomasbergen.mp3 

PGIMF News
November 15 Willard Metzger MC Canada update
November 22 Char Siemens Displaced Peoples in Iraq:  A Longing for Home
November 29 Luke Schuster Advent 1
December 6 Sing-along Messiah

Abendmusik Vespers Service   Nov. 28-29, 8 pm: ADVENT VESPERS
with Abendmusik Choir.  Abbotsford: Emmanuel Free Reformed Church,
3386 Mt. Lehman Rd. (28th).  Vancouver: Knox United Church, Balaclava
at 41st, Vancouver  (29th).  Offerings to Menno Simons Centre.

Friday Group  This Friday (Nov.13) at 10:00 am, we’ll continue our
discussion of Shrink: chapter 6 (From Techniques to Virtues) and chapter
7 (Vulnerability - The Cardinal Virtue of Christian Leadership). In the
education building behind First United Mennonite, 659 East 52

nd
 Avenue.

Wider Church
MCC To leave or to stay? Syrian and Iraqi families face that question as the conflict continues to rage around
them. International humanitarian assistance is dwindling and the patchwork of resources they used to rely on is
wearing thin. Responding to this crisis is MCC’s largest ever humanitarian effort, but the needs are growing
faster than the resources are coming in.  There are four ways you can make a difference: 
• Give a donation to MCC's humanitarian work in the region. 
• Learn how you, your church or other organization can get involved with refugee sponsorship.
• Advocate for a peaceful resolution to the conflict and for a solution to the refugee crisis. 
• Pray for peace in Syria and Iraq and for all affected or displaced by the conflict. 
The Canadian Government will match donations from individual Canadians to relief efforts in Syria made
between September 12th and December 31st through DFAIT partner agencies including MCC. Learn more
about the government's Syria Emergency Relief Fund at http://tinyurl.com/p3kobhd

Place to stay
Tim Tse is looking for a place to
stay Dec 1 - 17 while he is in
between places.  If you know of
a room for him or a place to
stay, please contact Tim.

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://pgimf.org/service/walking-with-god-walking-together/
https://pgimf.org/audio/2015-11-01-thomasbergen.mp3
http://tinyurl.com/p3kobhd


Snow Days   
You will see this weekly reminder to check your e-mail by 8:30 on Sunday mornings when snow is expected
or has fallen, to find out if the service has been cancelled.  The worship leader for each Sunday will be
responsible for checking the conditions (walks shovelled, road conditions, etc.) in the area of the church
with an appropriate person (residence coordinators or other church members in West Point Grey) and will
"call off" the service as decided in their sole discretion.

War, Peace and the Struggle for Shalom   This course at ACTS Seminaries is taught by Dr. Dorothy M. Peters,
runs November 14-19 and begins with an open-to-the-public symposium (Saturday, Nov. 14, 9am – 4:30 pm)
and a concert, that same evening, featuring Brian Doerksen and the SHIYR Poets.  Co-sponsored by the
Anabaptist Mennonite Centre for Faith and Learning (Trinity Western University).  For more information on the
programme and the courses, please see
http://www.actsseminaries.com/events/war-peace-and-the-struggle-for-shalom/

MEDA    See the bulletin board for MEDA’s Gift solution 2015.  Allen Sauder writes: 
These gifts offer new hope to struggling women and men who are farmers, entrepreneurs and small
business operators in Tanzania, Ghana, Ukraine, Kenya, Ethiopia, Burma and other countries.  Please
consider group and individual giving opportunities.  When we think of the advent season, our thoughts of
exchanges of gifts with friends and loved ones can also be made meaningful with gifts that bring dignity
and joy to families in developing countries, gifts that share your values and compassion for others.  

Shop today! Order your gift online at www.giftsolutions.com, call 1-800-665-7026 See more at www.meda.org 

Regent College   invites you to the next in the series of free public lectures with Hans Boersma visiting from
St. Louis to speak on Harmonious Reading: Early Christian Interpretation of the Psalms .  Drawing from his
upcoming book Hidden Treasure: Sacramental Presence in Patristic Exegesis (Baker Academic), Boersma
discusses patristic readings of the psalms.  Tuesday November 10th at 7:30 pm in the Chapel at Regent
College.  A Q&A period will follow the lecture.

Prayer room   MCBC hosts the MC Canada Fall Leadership Assembly at Columbia Bible College November
9-14.  A prayer room has been set up for the duration as a place to go for people to have a break, and to be
with God as well as for people to come to specifically pray for MCBC and MC Canada as the proposed
transitions affect staff, programs, structures and facilities. Lastly, the people in the MCBC congregations are also
asked to be in prayer for this week-long set of meetings.

MSHBC   The Mennonite Historical Society of BC presents "Rosedale Mennonite Church," of the Eastern
Pennsylvania Mennonite Conference sharing their church and faith.  Friday, November 13th, 2015 in the
Clearbrook Mennonite Brethren Church, 2719 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford at 7:00 pm. Admission is free and
light refreshments will be served. 

Voices in Peace    Peace Mennonite Church and Fraserview Church invite you to attend a free concert
November 11

th
 at 7:00 pm at Fraserview Church (11295 Mellis Dr., Richmond) featuring Richmond Youth

Honour Choirs (Heidi Epp and Iris Chan, conductors), the Richmond Singers (Natasha Neufeld conductor) and
Sibel Thrasher in a performance of inspiring music.  Reception follows, fair trade by Ten Thousand Villages.  

Music for Remembrance Day  featuring Durufle’s Requiem in a performance of the St John’s Vancouver Choir
under Terry Fullerton at Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church (2733 W. 41

st
 Ave.) on Wednesday November 11

th
 at

7:30 pm.  Admission by donation

Pacific Theatre features  The Amish Project, a tale of the 2006 shooting of ten girls in their schoolhouse and
the Amish of Nickel Mines, PA who forgave him.  A brilliant meditation on radical kindness.  Shows Nov 6-21 at
Pacific Theatre (1440 W 12th Ave, Vancouver), tickets $23-30 at 604.731.5518 or 
http://pacifictheatre.org/season/2015-2016-season-3/mainstage/the-amish-project.

Chor Leoni presents the concert Brothers in Arms (“All wars are civil wars because all men are brothers” -
Francois Fenelon) featuring works from Orff, Billy Joel, and ending with Rupert Lang’s Kontakion. Two concerts:
Nov. 11

th
 - 1:00 pm at West Van United Church (2062 Esquimalt Ave, Wvan), and 8:00 pm at St. Andrew’s

Wesley (Nelson at Burrard). Tickets $30-40 from Tickets Tonight https://ticketstonight.ticketforce.com/ 

http://www.actsseminaries.com/events/war-peace-and-the-struggle-for-shalom/
http://www.giftsolutions.com
http://www.meda.org
http://pacifictheatre.org/season/2015-2016-season-3/mainstage/the-amish-project
https://ticketstonight.ticketforce.com/


West Coast Symphony presents Scheherazade, Prokofiev, and a world premiere!  VSO violinist Nancy DiNovo
(guest Concertmaster) and pianist Tianyu Zhou offer a programme of Prokofiev’s Piano Concerto No. 3. and the
World Premiere of a piece by Macedonian composer Marko Videnovic commissioned for the West Coast
Symphony Orchestra.  Friday, November 13, 8pm at Shaughnessy Heights United Church (1550 W 33rd Ave) or
Sunday, November 15, 2pm at Centennial Theatre (2300 Lonsdale Ave., North Vancouver).

Ephesians 4:1-16

1
As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a

life worthy of the calling you have received. 
2
Be

completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing
with one another in love. 

3
Make every effort to keep

the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.
4
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were

called to one hope when you were called; 
5
one Lord,

one faith, one baptism; 
6
one God and Father of all,

who is over all and through all and in all.

7
But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ

apportioned it. 
8
This is why it says:

“When he ascended on high,
    he took many captives
    and gave gifts to his people.”

9
(What does “he ascended” mean except that he also

descended to the lower, earthly regions? 
10

He who

descended is the very one who ascended higher than
all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.)
11

So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets,
the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 

12
to equip

his people for works of service, so that the body of
Christ may be built up 

13
until we all reach unity in the

faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of
the fullness of Christ.
14

Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and
forth by the waves, and blown here and there by
every wind of teaching and by the cunning and
craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming.
15

Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to
become in every respect the mature body of him who
is the head, that is, Christ. 

16
From him the whole body,

joined and held together by every supporting
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each
part does its work. [NIV]

1 John 4:7-21

7
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes

from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God
and knows God. 

8
Whoever does not love does not

know God, because God is love. 
9
This is how God

showed his love among us: He sent his one and only
Son into the world that we might live through him.
10

This is love: not that we loved God, but that he
loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for
our sins. 

11
Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also

ought to love one another. 
12

No one has ever seen
God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and
his love is made complete in us.

13
This is how we know that we live in him and he in

us: He has given us of his Spirit. 
14

And we have seen
and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the
Savior of the world. 

15
If anyone acknowledges that

Jesus is the Son of God,God lives in them and they in

God. 
16

And so we know and rely on the love God has
for us.

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and
God in them. 

17
This is how love is made complete

among us so that we will have confidence on the day
of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 

18
There is

no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear,
because fear has to do with punishment. The one who
fears is not made perfect in love.
19

We love because he first loved us. 
20

Whoever claims
to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For
whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom
they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not
seen. 

21
And he has given us this command: Anyone

who loves God must also love their brother and sister.
[NIV] 



Community and Growth
Reflections from Jean Vanier

"One of the marvelous things about community is that it enables us to welcome and help
people in a way we couldn't as individuals.  When we pool our strength
and share the work and responsibility, we can welcome many people, even those in deep
distress and perhaps help them find self-confidence and inner healing."

 - from Community and Growth

"Peace is the fruit of love, a love that is also justice,  But to grow in love requires work.....hard
work. And it can bring pain because it implies loss... 
loss of the certitudes, comforts, and hurts that shelter and define us."

 - from Finding Peace

"A community is only being created when its members accept that they are not going to achieve
great things, that they are not going to be heroes, but simply live each day with new hope, like
children, in wonderment as the sun rises and in thanksgiving as it sets.

Community is only being created when they have recognized that the greatness of man is to
accept his insignificance, his human condition and his earth, and to thank God for having put in
a finite body the seeds of eternity which are visible in small and daily gestures of love and
forgiveness.  The beauty of a person  is in this fidelity to the wonder of each day."

 - from Community and Growth

Wisdom Corner

Forgiveness is an absolute necessity for continued human existence. --Desmond Tutu


