
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Abendmusik Vespers Service
ADVENT VESPERS with Abendmusik
Choir.  Tonight at 8 pm at Knox United
Church, Balaclava at 41st, Vancouver. 
Offerings to Menno Simons Centre.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

Luke Schuster: What Does God Get?
November 29

th
, 2015

Advent I

Worship Leader: Travis Martin Song Leader: Angela Ruthven
Accompanist: Rosemary Bell Usher: Erna Friesen

Last Sunday   Jon Nofziger (MCC-BC Constituency Engagement)
brought a message of peace from his work with the Mennonite
Central Committee. We heard the courageous story of Paulus
Hartono, a Javanese Mennonite pastor and co-founder of the Forum
for Peace Across Religions and Groups (FPLAG) in Solo, Indonesia.
Years of building trust and relationships paid off with a turning point
of averted violence that didn’t make the news. Will we fall for
society’s tendencies to fear, despair, or hate — or will we sow seeds
of love, in faithfulness and hope? [KH]

Hear the message in your favourite browser at  http://pgimf.org/service/living-as-people-of-peace/ 

Two Sundays ago   Willard Metzger (Executive Director of the Mennonite Church Canada and Vice-President
of The Canadian Council of Churches) spoke about how our Anabaptist faith gives us a divine responsibility to
speak out at this time in history, as Ether (4:11-17) was called to do. Palmer Becker's booklet What is an
Anabaptist Christian? articulates three core Anabaptists values: Jesus is the center of our faith; Community is
the center of our lives; and Reconciliation is the center of our work. What personal or professional risks are we
willing to take in order to face the moral challenges of climate change, poverty and social justice? [KH]

Hear the message in your favourite browser at https://pgimf.org/audio/2015-11-15-willardmetzger.mp3 

PGIMF News
December 6 Sing-along Messiah
December 13 J. Evan Kreider Habakkuk 1
December 20 Songs and Readings for Christmas Potluck Breakfast
December 27 Andre Pekovich T The Hours of the Mystics

New address   The Sudermans, who so recently left us for Saskatoon, are now in their new house.  You can
contact them at:  (contact information available from webmaster)

Wider Church
Regent College    Presents the first annual Artisan Craft Fair.  Join the community of Regent College at the
annual Artisan Craft Fair with lovely handmade items by local artists and craftspeople.  Wednesday December 2
from 9 am to 4 pm in the Atrium at Regent College

Vancouver Cantata singers   You are invited to the annual Christmas Reprise XIII concert December 19
th
 at

2:00 pm with the Vancouver Cantata Singers at Holy Rosary Cathedral (646 Richards St. Vancouver).  This is a
treasured tradition that cannot be beat and is enjoyed by hundreds of friends and families every year.  Always a
sell-out.  Tickets $11-22-32 at Brown Paper Tickets http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/1633488 

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://pgimf.org/service/walking-with-god-walking-together/
http://pgimf.org/service/living-as-people-of-peace/
https://pgimf.org/audio/2015-11-15-willardmetzger.mp3
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/1633488


Refugees at FUMC

First United Mennonite Church (659 E 52
nd

 Ave, Vancouver) is coordinating refugee efforts and invites others
individuals and churches to join them in helping give a fresh start to lives shocked by war and oppression. Please see
their Facebook page and their on-line fundraising site at Chimp.net and consider donating to their work by mailing
them a cheque with 'First United Mennonite Church' on the cheque and 'Refugee Crisis Fund' in the memo line, or
donating through Chimp.net.
 
https://www.facebook.com/Refugee-Sponsorship-Vancouver-1624900144439335/?fref=ts
https://chimp.net/groups/refugee-sponsorship-vancouver

Lydia Crutwell (pastor) would also like you to be aware that Immigrant Settlement Services of BC is calling for
volunteers (as well as anyone with housing or job opportunities to offer) to help with the coming influx of
government-sponsored refugees and efforts to raise funds for a Blended Refugee Sponsorship (of either Eritreans or
Syrians) are being done through MCC.  It takes anywhere from $20 000 to $30 000 to sponsor a refugee group
(depending on the size) for one year, so donations are the primary focus right now. However, also needed are people
willing to provide emotional and practical support to the refugees once they arrive, people willing to make donations
of clothing/furniture/computers/etc., and particularly someone with a rental property (basement apartment, rental
suite, laneway house, etc.) would be willing to rent to them at reduced cost.

Snow Days   
You will see this weekly reminder to check your e-mail by 8:30 on Sunday mornings when snow is expected
or has fallen, to find out if the service has been cancelled.  The worship leader for each Sunday will be
responsible for checking the conditions (walks shovelled, road conditions, etc.) in the area of the church
with an appropriate person (residence coordinators or other church members in West Point Grey) and will
"call off" the service as decided in their sole discretion.

Pacific Theatre    presents A Christmas Carol: On the Air featuring the story of Ebenezer Scrooge’s cionversion
new life through the charm and magic of a 1940’s-style live radio show.  Featuring Peter Church, Matthew
Simmons, and Kirsty Provan. Evenings and matinees December 4-27, tickets $23-30 from the box office at
https://tickets.pacifictheatre.org/TheatreManager/1/login&event=0 or call 604.731.5518 

Prayer request    for Emmanuel Mennonite Church which is preparing to receive a couple from ______ refuging
in (a neighouring country) in a matter of weeks.  The congregation seeks to prepare by learning more about
Africa and the conflict there, how to relate to people who have experienced significant trauma, what hospitality
looks like from an African perspective, and preparing and furnishing a basement suite for them.  You are
invited to share with them their Christmas banquet this year, which will be a refugee sponsorship fundraiser
Saturday December 5

th
 at 6:00 pm at 3471 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford.

Call to Worship (Psalm 100)

Leader: Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth.

People: Serve the Lord with gladness; come before Him with joyful singing.

Leader: Know that the Lord Himself is God; it is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; we are His people
and the sheep of His pasture.

People: Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise. 

Leader: Give thanks to Him; bless His name. 

All: For the Lord is good; His loving kindness is everlasting, and His faithfulness to all generations.

https://www.facebook.com/Refugee-Sponsorship-Vancouver-1624900144439335/?fref=ts
https://chimp.net/groups/refugee-sponsorship-vancouver
https://www.facebook.com/Refugee-Sponsorship-Vancouver-1624900144439335/?fref=ts
https://chimp.net/groups/refugee-sponsorship-vancouver
**Book%20online%20(%20https://tickets.pacifictheatre.org/TheatreManager/1/login&event=0


Romans 15: 8-9

8
For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the

circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order
that he might confirm the promises given to the
patriarchs, 

9
and in order that the Gentiles might

glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
‘Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,
   and sing praises to your name’;  [NRSV]

John 12: 27-28

27
 ‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I

say—“Father, save me from this hour”? No, it is for
this reason that I have come to this hour. 

28
Father,

glorify your name.’ Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I
have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ [NRSV]

Matthew 13: 44-46

44
 ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a

field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he
goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

45
 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in

search of fine pearls; 
46

on finding one pearl of great
value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

[NRSV]

Psalm 30: 9

8
 To you, O Lord, I cried,

   and to the Lord I made supplication:                            [NRSV]

Psalm 40: 1-3

1
 I waited patiently for the Lord;

   he inclined to me and heard my cry.
2
 He drew me up from the desolate pit,

   out of the miry bog,
and set my feet upon a rock,

   making my steps secure.
3
 He put a new song in my mouth,

   a song of praise to our God.
Many will see and fear,
   and put their trust in the Lord. [NRSV]

2 Kings 5: 2-3 and 14-15

 
2
Now the Arameans on one of their raids had taken a

young girl captive from the land of Israel, and she
served Naaman’s wife. 

3
She said to her mistress, ‘If

only my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria!
He would cure him of his leprosy.’ 

[...]

14
So he went down and immersed himself seven times

in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of
God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young
boy, and he was clean.

15
 Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his

company; he came and stood before him and said,
‘Now I know that there is no God in all the earth
except in Israel; please accept a present from your
servant.’ [NRSV]

Ephesians 2: 6-7

- 
6
and raised us up with him and seated us with him in

the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
7
so that in the

ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches

of his grace in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus. [NRSV]



Liturgy for Advent 1

November 29 (Advent 1—2 Kings 22.1-10, 23.1-3: Listen // hope)  Psalm 25.4-5

Reader: Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation;
for you I wait all day long.

One: In the beginning was the Word—
spoken and breathed,
a promise made and kept.

All: Listen and hear—
God’s promise is true!

One: The Word was in the beginning, and through him all things come 
into being.

All: Eternal and near at hand,
Already and not-yet,
God’s promise is the foundation of all life.

One: Listen! Hear the covenant anew, giving voice to a future with hope.

~candle is lit~


