
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Potluck Christmas Breakfast
Please come early next week with your
favourite Christmas breakfast dish to our
Potluck Breakfast before our 10:00am
Sunday service.  Bring your guests and
friends for our starting time of 9:00 am. 

Treasurer’s report  
Get your donations in
soon to qualify for
2015 income tax
receipts. 3 Sundays left!

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

December 13
th

, 2015
J. Evan Kreider - Habakkuk

Advent III
Worship Leader: Tim Tse Song Leader: Curtis Funk
Accompanist: Rosemary Bell Usher: Erika Hannan

Last Sunday   Our annual Sing-along Messiah was bravely
attempted with 40 voices and two soloists giving flight to G.F.
Handel's Christmas classic oratorio, accompanied by Ruth Enns at
the piano.   There was no recording made.

PGIMF News
December 20 Songs & Readings for Christmas
December 27 Andre Pekovich The Hours of the Mystics (NWY)
January 3 Gareth Brandt An Anabaptist View of Scripture
January 10 Catherine Cooper BWN (Being Written Now!)

Snow Days   This weekly reminder asks you to check your e-mail by 8:30 on
Sunday mornings when snow is expected or has fallen, to find out if the service
has been cancelled.  The worship leader for each Sunday will be responsible for
checking the conditions (walks shovelled, road conditions, etc.) in the area of
the church with an appropriate person (residence coordinators or other church
members in West Point Grey) and will "call off" the service as decided in their
sole discretion.

Wider Church
MCC  Your Christmas gift brings education within reach.  MCC’s Global Family education program touches the
lives of more than 45,000 young people, partnering with local schools and community leaders in some 40
countries. Share the joy of learning with students such as Silvia Díaz Luna, offering specialized tutoring and
play therapy for students with disabilities. Become a Global Family supporter for only $25 a month.

Regent College   Did Pope Francis Study at Regent? Regent emeritus Loren Wilkinson’s life-long interest in
our environment addressed the same issues as Pope Francis's Encyclical Laudato Si with his new article On
Care for Our Common Home.   Wilkinson analyzes the theology behind Francis's latest encyclical warning of
the threat of the global consumer culture to earth,  and cheekily concludes that the Pope could easily have
studied at Regent.  http://world.regent-college.edu/leading-ideas/did-pope-francis-study-at-regent

Vancouver Cantata Singers   Last chance for tickets to the ever-popular and always-sold-out annual
Christmas Reprise XIII concert December 19

th
 at 2:00 pm with the Vancouver Cantata Singers at Holy Rosary

Cathedral (646 Richards St. Vancouver).  This treasured tradition is enjoyed by hundreds of friends and families
every year.  Tickets $11-22-32 at Brown Paper Tickets http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/1633488

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)



A message of thanks from MCC
PGIMF donates $4,000 annually to MCC. We recently received this response, after our second $2,000
donation in 2015:

Thank you so much! Please thank your congregation for their generosity for the
ministry of MCC.     Blessings,
        Gerd Bartel,

        Interim Director of Donor Relations. 

Call to Worship

 Savior of the world, Lord Jesus, Immanuel, 
     you promised:

that you yourself would be with us,
that we would be a light to the nations,
that we would move from glory into glory,
that we would bless the whole world.

"If your Presence does not go with us, do not send
us up from here." 

   And so we wait

In the midst of our sin and suffering, 
In the midst of our fear and frailty,
In the midst of our cantankerousness and
   corruption,
In the midst of our spending and scheming, 
In the midst of our unearned apathy,
In the midst of our dead and dying,
In the midst of our hollow spirits,

    we wait and we cry

 “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until
you come to judge the inhabitants of the earth?" 

Tim Tse, based on Ex 33:!15, Rev 6:10

Candlelighting Liturgy

Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously;  let this be known in all the earth.
Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.

One: Hear this assurance of faith:

In the beginning was the Word—
spoken and breathed,

a promise made and kept.

All: Persevere in hope, keep the faith—
God’s promise is true!

One: The Word was in the beginning, 

and through him all things come into being.

All: Eternal and near at hand,
Already and not-yet,

God’s promise is the foundation of all life.

One: Keep going! Persevere in joy, 
giving voice to God’s presence yet again.



Psalm 18 : 1-36

1
 I love you, O Lord, my strength.

2
 The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer,

   my God, my rock in whom I take refuge,
   my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my
     stronghold.
3
 I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised;

   so I shall be saved from my enemies.

4
 The cords of death encompassed me;

   the torrents of perdition assailed me;
5
 the cords of Sheol entangled me;

   the snares of death confronted me.

6
 In my distress I called upon the Lord;

   to my God I cried for help.
From his temple he heard my voice,
   and my cry to him reached his ears.

7
 Then the earth reeled and rocked;

   the foundations also of the mountains trembled
   and quaked, because he was angry.
8
 Smoke went up from his nostrils,

   and devouring fire from his mouth;
   glowing coals flamed forth from him.
9
 He bowed the heavens, and came down;

   thick darkness was under his feet.
10

 He rode on a cherub, and flew;
   he came swiftly upon the wings of the wind.
11

 He made darkness his covering around him,
   his canopy thick clouds dark with water.
12

 Out of the brightness before him
   there broke through his clouds
   hailstones and coals of fire.
13

 The Lord also thundered in the heavens,
   and the Most High uttered his voice.
14

 And he sent out his arrows, and scattered them;
   he flashed forth lightnings, and routed them.
15

 Then the channels of the sea were seen,
   and the foundations of the world were laid bare
at your rebuke, O Lord,
   at the blast of the breath of your nostrils.

16
 He reached down from on high, he took me;

   he drew me out of mighty waters.
17

 He delivered me from my strong enemy,
   and from those who hated me;
   for they were too mighty for me.

18 
They confronted me in the day of my calamity;

   but the Lord was my support.
19

 He brought me out into a broad place;
   he delivered me, because he delighted in me.

20
 The Lord rewarded me according to my

     righteousness;
   according to the cleanness of my hands he
     recompensed me.
21

 For I have kept the ways of the Lord,
   and have not wickedly departed from my God.
22

 For all his ordinances were before me,
   and his statutes I did not put away from me.
23

 I was blameless before him,
   and I kept myself from guilt.
24

 Therefore the Lord has recompensed me
     according to my righteousness,
   according to the cleanness of my hands in his
sight.

25
 With the loyal you show yourself loyal;

   with the blameless you show yourself blameless;
26

 with the pure you show yourself pure;
   and with the crooked you show yourself perverse.
27

 For you deliver a humble people,
   but the haughty eyes you bring down.
28

 It is you who light my lamp;
   the Lord, my God, lights up my darkness.
29

 By you I can crush a troop,
   and by my God I can leap over a wall.
30

 This God—his way is perfect;
   the promise of the Lord proves true;
   he is a shield for all who take refuge in him.

31
 For who is God except the Lord?

   And who is a rock besides our God?—
32

 the God who girded me with strength,
   and made my way safe.
33

 He made my feet like the feet of a deer,
   and set me secure on the heights.
34

 He trains my hands for war,
   so that my arms can bend a bow of bronze.
35

 You have given me the shield of your salvation,
   and your right hand has supported me;
   your help* has made me great.
36

 You gave me a wide place for my steps under me,
   and my feet did not slip.    [NRSV]



1:1  The prophecy that Habakkuk the prophet received.

Habakkuk’s First Prayer/Complaint 
2 How long, Lord, must I call for help, 

but you do not listen? 
Or cry out to you, “Violence!” 

but you do not save? 
3 Why do you make me look at injustice? 

Why do you tolerate wrongdoing? 
Destruction and violence are before me; 

there is strife, and conflict abounds. 
4 Therefore the law is paralyzed, 

and justice never prevails. 
The wicked hem in the righteous, 

so that justice is perverted. 

Yahweh’s First Response
5 “Look at the nations and watch— 

and be utterly amazed. 
For I am going to do something in your days 

that you would not believe, 
even if you were told. 

6 I am raising up the Babylonians, 
that ruthless and impetuous people, 

who sweep across the whole earth 
to seize dwellings not their own. 

7 They are a feared and dreaded people; 
they are a law to themselves 
and promote their own honor. 

8 Their horses are swifter than leopards, 
fiercer than wolves at dusk. 

Their cavalry gallops headlong; 
their horsemen come from afar. 

They fly like an eagle swooping to devour; 
9 they all come intent on violence. 

Their hordes advance like a desert wind 
and gather prisoners like sand. 

10 They mock kings 
and scoff at rulers. 

They laugh at all fortified cities; 
by building earthen ramps they capture them. 

11 Then they sweep past like the wind and go on— 
guilty people, whose own strength is their god.” 

Habakkuk’s Second Prayer/Complaint 
12 Lord, are you not from everlasting? 

My God, my Holy One, you will never die. 
You, Lord, have appointed them to execute judgment; 

you, my Rock, have ordained them to punish. 
13 Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; 

you cannot tolerate wrongdoing. 
Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? 

Why are you silent while the wicked 
swallow up those more righteous than themselves? 

14 You have made people like the fish in the sea, 
like the sea creatures that have no ruler. 

15 The wicked foe pulls all of them up with hooks, 
he catches them in his net, 

he gathers them up in his dragnet; 
and so he rejoices and is glad. 

16 Therefore he sacrifices to his net 
and burns incense to his dragnet, 

for by his net he lives in luxury 
and enjoys the choicest food. 

17 Is he to keep on emptying his net, 
destroying nations without mercy? 

2  Habakkuk stands watch and the Lord’s Answer
Habakkuk’s soliloquay

2:1 I will stand at my watch 
and station myself on the ramparts; 

I will look to see what he will say to me, 
and what answer I am to give to this complaint. 

Narrative
2:2 Then the Lord replied: 

Yahweh’s Second Response
“Write down the revelation 

and make it plain on tablets 
so that a herald may run with it. 

3 For the revelation awaits an appointed time; 
it speaks of the end 
and will not prove false. 

Though it linger, wait for it; 
it will certainly come 
and will not delay. 

The Lord describes Babylon

4 “See, the enemy is puffed up; 
his desires are not upright— 
but the righteous person will live by his faithfulness — 

5 indeed, wine betrays him; 
he is arrogant and never at rest. 

Because he is as greedy as the grave 
and like death is never satisfied, 

he gathers to himself all the nations 
and takes captive all the peoples. 

Babylon’s slaves deride their captors
6 “Will not all of them taunt him with ridicule and scorn, saying, 

The Woe Oracles
“ ‘Woe to him who piles up stolen goods 

and makes himself wealthy by extortion! 
How long must this go on?’ 

7 Will not your creditors suddenly arise? 
Will they not wake up and make you tremble? 

Then you will become their prey. 



8 Because you have plundered many nations, 
the peoples who are left will plunder you. 

For you have shed human blood; 
you have destroyed lands and cities and everyone in 

them. 

9 “Woe to him who builds his house by unjust gain, 
setting his nest on high 
to escape the clutches of ruin! 

10 You have plotted the ruin of many peoples, 
shaming your own house and forfeiting your life. 

11 The stones of the wall will cry out, 
and the beams of the woodwork will echo it. 

12 “Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed 
and establishes a town by injustice! 

13 Has not the Lord Almighty determined 
that the people’s labor is only fuel for the fire, 
that the nations exhaust themselves for nothing? 

14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the 
glory of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea. 

15 “Woe to him who gives drink to his neighbors, 
pouring it from the wineskin till they are drunk, 

so that he can gaze on their naked bodies! 

16 You will be filled with shame instead of glory. 
Now it is your turn! Drink and let your nakedness be 

exposed ! 
The cup from the Lord’s right hand is coming around 

to you, 
and disgrace will cover your glory. 

17 The violence you have done to Lebanon will 
overwhelm you, 

and your destruction of animals will terrify you. 
For you have shed human blood; 

you have destroyed lands and cities and everyone in 
them. 

18 “Of what value is an idol carved by a craftsman? 
Or an image that teaches lies? 

For the one who makes it trusts in his own creation; 
he makes idols that cannot speak. 

19 Woe to him who says to wood, ‘Come to life!’ 
Or to lifeless stone, ‘Wake up!’ 

Can it give guidance? 
It is covered with gold and silver; 
there is no breath in it.”

 
20 The Lord is in his holy temple; 

let all the earth be silent before him. 

3:1A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet. On shigionoth (?=To be sung in the Temple?)

2  Lord, I have heard of your fame; 
I stand in awe of your deeds, Lord. 

Repeat them in our day, 
in our time make them known; 
in wrath remember mercy. 

The Vision of Habakkuk
3 God came from Teman, 

the Holy One from Mount Paran. 
His glory covered the heavens 

and his praise filled the earth. 
4 His splendor was like the sunrise; 

rays flashed from his hand, 
where his power was hidden. 

5 Plague went before him; 
pestilence followed his steps. 

6 He stood, and shook the earth; 
he looked, and made the nations tremble. 

The ancient mountains crumbled 
and the age-old hills collapsed— 
but he marches on forever. 

7 I saw the tents of Cushan in distress, 
the dwellings of Midian in anguish. 

8 Were you angry with the rivers, Lord? 
Was your wrath against the streams? 

Did you rage against the sea 
when you rode your horses 

and your chariots to victory? 
9 You uncovered your bow, 

you called for many arrows. 
You split the earth with rivers; 

10 the mountains saw you and writhed. 
Torrents of water swept by; 

the deep roared 
and lifted its waves on high. 

11 Sun and moon stood still in the heavens 
at the glint of your flying arrows, 
at the lightning of your flashing spear. 

12 In wrath you strode through the earth 
and in anger you threshed the nations. 

13 You came out to deliver your people, 
to save your anointed one. 

You crushed the leader of the land of wickedness, 
you stripped him from head to foot. 

14 With his own spear you pierced his head 
when his warriors stormed out to scatter us, 

gloating as though about to devour 
the wretched who were in hiding. 

15 You trampled the sea with your horses, 
churning the great waters. 



Narrative
Terror:
16 I heard and my heart pounded, 

my lips quivered at the sound; 
decay crept into my bones, 

and my legs trembled. 
Yet I will wait patiently for the day of calamity 

to come on the nation invading us. 

Soliloquy:  Conclusion
Deprivation:
17 Though the fig tree does not bud 

and there are no grapes on the vines, 
though the olive crop fails 

and the fields produce no food, 
though there are no sheep in the pen 

and no cattle in the stalls, 

Satisfaction:
18 yet I will rejoice in the Lord, 

I will be joyful in God my Savior. 

Confidence:
19 The Sovereign Lord is my strength; 

he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, 
he enables me to tread on the heights.

For the director of music.  On my stringed instruments.

One Way to Think About the Structure of Habakkuk 3

After:  Habakkuk, A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary, 
Francis I. Andersen (Doubleday, 2001, p. 261)

2 Samuel 22:34 He made my feet like the feet of deer, and set me secure on the heights.
Psalm 18:34 He made my feet like the feet of the deer, and set me secure on the heights.
Habakkuk 3:19 He makes my feet like the feet of a deer; he enables me to tread upon the heights.

Theophany: visible manifestation of God

I.
Title
(v. 1)

Prayer
of

Habakkuk

VII.
Colophon

(v. 19b)

II.
Invocation

(v. 2)

Theophany
(vv. 3-15)

VI.
Response

(vv. 16-19a)

III.
1st deliverance

(vv. 3-7)

IV.
Creation
(vv. 8-11)

V.
2nd deliverance

(vv. 12-15)
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