
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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rd

, 2016
Dr. Nasir Zaidi  - The Portrayal of Mary (Maryam) in the Qur’an

Worship Leader: Veronica Dyck Song Leader: Curtis Funk
Pianist: Ruth Enns Usher: Peter Neudorf

Last Sunday   Our Easter Breakfast was particularly well-attended and was followed by a service of scripture
and song led by J. Evan Kreider.

PGIMF News
April 10 Singalong Messiah - Easter version Bring your score!
April 17 Thomas Bergen` Befriending Death
April 24 Char Siemens Genocide and Easter Bunnies / AGM
May 1 Laura Eriksson TBA

AGM reports In preparation for our AGM to be held on the last Sunday in April, all church officers are requested to
begin sending in their reports to Andre.  Last date - Thursday April 14th  

Wider Church
MDS   Mennonite Disaster Service needs volunteers to build a new house in Rock Creek, BC after the 2015
fires. Volunteers needed to come for a week or 2 or 3 days; accommodations, meals and tools provided.
Contact Vic Janzen or Gerald Dyck to volunteer (contact info available from webmaster).   

BCMB Annual Convention 2016 Don’t miss the opportunity for an inspiring two days of worship,
testimony, preaching, and decision making, as MBs look ahead to a new year of ministry opportunities at
the Annual Convention 2016.  The event takes place this year April 29-30 at Main St. Church (9325 Main St.,
Chilliwack) beginning Friday night at 7:00 pm and winding up on Saturday at 4:00 pm..  Registration $30 on-
line at http://www.bcmb.org/BCMBAnnualConvention2016 or by phone at the conference office at 604-853-
6959.   Deadline for registration is April 12.  Agendas and documents to follow.

Womens’ Inspirational Day    MCBC women invite you to gather this year with them for Wisdom in Legacy.
This year Ingrid Schultz, chaplain at Menno Place in Abbotsford and former lead pastor at First United
Mennonite Church in Vancouver, walks attenders through an exploration of 2 Timothy 1:3-7.  Saturday, April
30 from 10am-2:30 (sign-in at 9:30am) at Eben-Ezer Mennonite Church (2051 Windsor St. Abbotsford).  Cost:
@20 includes lunch. Register with Eben-ezer, or on-line at www.mcbc.ca/womens-ministry.

Mennonite Healthcare Fellowship   Anabaptist healthcare professionals are invited to attend the
Mennonite Healthcare Fellowship (MHF) 2016 Annual Gathering, the weekend of June 17-19, 2016 at the
YMCA of the Rockies, Estes Park, Colorado. The theme is "Wholeness and Holiness: Views from the
Mountaintop." Featured speaker is noted Denver psychiatrist, professor, and author, Abraham Nussbaum,
speaking on "The Renewal of Medicine and Christian Spirituality."  Anyone interested is invited, especially
persons from medical, mental health, therapy, and chaplaincy professions, including students and retirees. 
Registration deadline is April 15, 2016; details at www.mennohealth.org/gathering or call 1-888-406-3643. 

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
http://www.bcmb.org/BCMBAnnualConvention2016
http://www.mcbc.ca/womens-ministry
http://www.mennohealth.org/gathering


When the angels told Mary," God had chosen you, purified you, and given you
distinction over all women.  Mary, pray devotedly to your Lord, prostrate yourself
before Him and bow down with those who bow down before Him 

(Qur'an, 3:42-43)

Seminar - the Theology of Suffering   The theology of suffering and “why bad things happen to good people” is
well explored, but we are challenged by our actual experience of suffering as we learn to walk with and through
pain.  It is for such times that we need a “spirituality of suffering”—a faith posture that will not only help us
understand our pain, but will also help us bear it.  “The Spirituality of Suffering: Faith and Prayer in the Midst of Pain”
is a one-day seminar presented by Rob Des Cotes that examines the effects that pain and suffering have on our
faith, as well as the uncharted terrain we must negotiate for ourselves, or as we accompany those who suffer around
us.  April 9, 2016 from 10:”00 am - 4:00 pm at the Carey Centre (5920 iona Dr., Vancouver).  Cost: $79/person
includes lunch.  For more information see 
http://www.carey-edu.ca/#event|the-spirituality-of-suffering-faith-and-prayer-in-the-midst-of-pain|1710

Volunteer position in Washington, DC.  Volunteer host and hostess are urgently needed for the ministry of
Christian hospitality at The International Guest House in Washington, D.C.  The Guest House (a ministry of Allegheny
Mennonite Conference) serves both international and US travelers.  Volunteers are provided full room and board in
the Guest House. The host and hostess positions are one-year appointments beginning September 1, 2016. Included
is a monthly stipend of $140 and payment of health insurance if needed. The host and hostess lead a team, which
includes three additional volunteers. Hospitality duties include welcoming guests, hosting breakfast and tea,
cleaning, laundry, maintenance, baking, gardening - whatever is needed to make this gracious house a haven of
peace for our guests. Great location for sightseeing and exploring the many facets of Washington D.C.

Psalm 118: 14 - 29

14
 The Lord is my strength and my might;

   he has become my salvation.

15
 There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the

righteous:
‘The right hand of the Lord does valiantly;
16

   the right hand of the Lord is exalted;
   the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.’
17

 I shall not die, but I shall live,
   and recount the deeds of the Lord.
18

 The Lord has punished me severely,
   but he did not give me over to death.

19
 Open to me the gates of righteousness,

   that I may enter through them
   and give thanks to the Lord.

20
 This is the gate of the Lord;

   the righteous shall enter through it.

21
 I thank you that you have answered me

   and have become my salvation.

22
 The stone that the builders rejected

   has become the chief cornerstone.
23

 This is the Lord’s doing;
   it is marvellous in our eyes.
24

 This is the day that the Lord has made;
   let us rejoice and be glad in it.
25

 Save us, we beseech you, O Lord!
   O Lord, we beseech you, give us success!

26
 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the

Lord.
   We bless you from the house of the Lord.
27

 The Lord is God,
   and he has given us light.
Bind the festal procession with branches,
   up to the horns of the altar.

28
 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you;

   you are my God, I will extol you.

29
 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,

   for his steadfast love endures for ever. [NRSV]

http://www.carey-edu.ca/#event|the-spirituality-of-suffering-faith-and-prayer-in-the-midst-of-pain|1710


Colossians 3: 7-17

 
7
These are the ways you also once followed, when

you were living that life. 
8
But now you must get rid

of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and
abusive language from your mouth. 

9
Do not lie to

one another, seeing that you have stripped off the
old self with its practices 

10
and have clothed

yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed
in knowledge according to the image of its creator.
11

In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew,
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian,
slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!

12
 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe

yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience. 

13
Bear with one another

and, if anyone has a complaint against another,
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you,
so you also must forgive. 

14
Above all, clothe

yourselves with love, which binds everything
together in perfect harmony. 

15
And let the peace of

Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were
called in the one body. And be thankful. 

16
Let the

word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and
admonish one another in all wisdom; and with
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs to God. 

17
And whatever you do, in

word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

[NRSV]

Luke 1: 39 - 56 

39
 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to

a Judean town in the hill country, 
40

where she
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted
Elizabeth. 

41
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting,

the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit 

42
and exclaimed with a loud cry,

‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb. 

43
And why has this happened to

me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 
44

For
as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the
child in my womb leapt for joy. 

45
And blessed is she

who believed that there would be a fulfilment of
what was spoken to her by the Lord.’

46
 And Mary said,

‘My soul magnifies the Lord,
47

   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
48

 for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of
his servant.
   Surely, from now on all generations will call me
blessed;

49
 for the Mighty One has done great things for me,

   and holy is his name.
50

 His mercy is for those who fear him
   from generation to generation.
51

 He has shown strength with his arm;
   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their
hearts.
52

 He has brought down the powerful from their
thrones,
   and lifted up the lowly;
53

 he has filled the hungry with good things,
   and sent the rich away empty.
54

 He has helped his servant Israel,
   in remembrance of his mercy,
55

 according to the promise he made to our
ancestors,
   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’

56
 And Mary remained with her for about three

months and then returned to her home. [NRSV]


