
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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Web site: www.pgimf.org 
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th

, 2016
Thomas Bergen - Befriending Death

Worship Leader: Curtis Funk Music: Andre Pekovich
Usher: Edward Epp

Last Sunday    In a service very well attended, our first Sing-along Messiah for the Easter season was held to
the accompaniment of Ruth Enns, with a program of the complete texts interspersed with several less-well-
known choruses and solos assembled by J. Evan Kreider.  

PGIMF News
April 24 Char Siemens Genocide and Easter Bunnies / AGM
May 1 Laura Eriksson TBA
May 8 J. Evan Kreider TBA
May 15 Andre Pekovich The Final Scapegoat 

PGIMF Church Retreat at Camp Luther   This is a reminder to set aside the date of May 27-29 for our annual
retreat at Camp Luther.  Planning is underway for a contemplative event!

Wider Church
BCMB Annual Convention 2016   This years’ convention takes place April 29-30 at Main St. Church (9325
Main St., Chilliwack) beginning Friday night at 7:00 pm and winding up on Saturday at 4:00 pm.. 
Convention documents are now available on the BCM website, including the agenda and a list of 
Recommendations to the Membership.  Notable is the recommendation that two churches be released from
membership and others form separate societies affiliated with the BCMBs.  See more information at
http://www.bcmb.org/BCMBAnnualConvention2016 

The Spirituality of Wine    You are invited to an evening of conversation and great wine with Gisela
Kreglinger, author of the critically acclaimed book The Spirituality of Wine. A talk and booksigning by Gisela
will be followed by a wine tasting in which you’ll be instructed in how to appreciate wine like never before. 
Cost $15.  Event takes place April 28, 2016 from 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm at A Rocha’s Brooksdale Environmental
Centre 19353 16 Ave, Surrey.  For tickets, please see  https://www.arocha.ca/the-spirituality-of-wine-surrey-bc/
and for more about Gisela and the book, please see  http://www.giselakreglinger.com/  

Refugee Sponsorship Project  
Starting this coming April, PGIMF has budgeted to provide $4,800 to the West Side Churches Refugee
Sponsorship project over the 2016 fiscal year ($400/mth). If you would like to make a special offering
over and above our church budget commitment, you may designate your gift to "Refugee Sponsorship
Project"; alternately, we prefer you forward a cheque to Dunbar Heights United Church, 3525 W. 24

th
 

Ave. Vancouver BC V6S 1L5.

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)
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The Church in a Post-Christendom World   On  Wednesday, April 27th, Stuart Murray Williams (author of
‘The Naked Anabaptist’ and chair of the Mennonite Trust) & Alex Ellish (a London, England pastor and
development worker for the Trust) will be lead a presentation and discussion about “The Church in a
Post-Christendom World.” This event is from 7:30pm to 9:00pm at First United Mennonite Church (592 E 52

nd

Ave, Vancouver).  For more information, go to The Mennonite Trust website at  www.menno.org.uk or the
Anabaptist Network in Great Britain: www.anabaptistnetwork.com and for more information on the event, go
to: http://www.mcbc.ca/event/the-church-in-a-post-christendom-world-fumc

Encountering the Other: An Inter-Religious Conference  How have religious traditions dealt with
difference? How might they meet one another in a pluralistic society?  Join 30 scholars and artists for two full
days of learning about approaches to the “Other” in Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Indigenous traditions,
Buddhism, Sikhism, Hinduism, and the ancient Near East.  Register for two full days of learning at the
Vancouver School of Theology on the UBC Campus, $150 non-students/$75 students.  Or attend an evening
program, free and open to the public in Epiphany Chapel on the UBC Campus.  Speakers with PGIMF
connections include Anita Fast, Syed Nasir Zaidi, and Jason Byassee (who will be preaching for us in June). 
Sunday, May 15, 2016 at 7:00 pm to Tuesday, May 17 at 7:00 pm at Vancouver School of Theology (6015 Walter
Gage Rd., UBC).  For more information, or to register (cost $75-150) see
http://vst.edu/events/event/inter-religious-studies-conference-religious-constructions-of-the-other

Vancouver Cantata Singers invites you to Lux Antiqua: Songs of Light their last concert of the year - a
heavenly trip through space in association with Redshift Music Society in an a capella programme held under
the starry dome of the Vancouver Planetarium. May 13 at 7:30 pm.  Tickets $22-30 from
www.vancouvercantatasingers.com

Volunteer opportunity   Ten Thousand Villages runs on volunteers - more than 3000 of them.  Bringing the
mission of fair-trade to the world requires a lot of devotion to the conversation about world poverty and
fairness.  Every dollar saved on employment in the stores means more can go to the artisans and community
workers around the world.  TTV asks for your support a few hours each week at a store, or in a short-term
volunteer opportunity at regional sales events, or even in finding a full-time manager for their Victoria store. 
Please see the manager at your local store for volunteer opportunities or see
http://www.tenthousandvillages.ca/about/volunteer-and-employment

Pacific Theatre    Invites you to their presentation of A Good Mother, the story of a mother that begins with a
child left alone in a parked car outside a grocery store. One good mother’s sacrifice sets everyone’s lives on a
new course, bringing into question what is right, what is good, and what is allowed.  Runs evenings and
matinees from April 20-24.  More information and tickets ($23-$30)  at the box office at 604-731-5518 or
online at    http://pacifictheatre.org/season/2015-2016-season-3/secondstage/a-good-mother.

1Cor 15:20-26; 50-56

20
 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead,

the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
21

 For
since death came through a man, the resurrection of
the dead comes also through a man. 

22
 For as in

Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 
23

 But
each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he
comes, those who belong to him. 

24
 Then the end will

come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the
Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority
and power. 

25
 For he must reign until he has put all his

enemies under his feet. 
26

 The last enemy to be
destroyed is death. 

[...]

50
 I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and

blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does
the perishable inherit the imperishable. 

51
 Listen, I tell

you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be
changed— 

52
 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at

the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead
will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 

53

For the perishable must clothe itself with the
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 

54

When the perishable has been clothed with the
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then
the saying that is written will come true: “Death has
been swallowed up in victory.”
55

 “Where, O death, is your victory?
    Where, O death, is your sting?”
56

 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the
law. [NIV]
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Philippians 1:20-26

20
 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be

ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now
as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether
by life or by death. 

21
 For to me, to live is Christ and to

die is gain. 
22

 If I am to go on living in the body, this
will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I
choose? I do not know! 

23
 I am torn between the two:

I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better

by far; 
24

 but it is more necessary for you that I remain
in the body. 

25
 Convinced of this, I know that I will

remain, and I will continue with all of you for your
progress and joy in the faith, 

26
 so that through my

being with you again your boasting in Christ Jesus will
abound on account of me. [NIV]

2Timothy 4:6-8

6
 For I am already being poured out like a drink

offering, and the time for my departure is near. 
7
 I

have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I
have kept the faith. 

8
 Now there is in store for me the

crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to
me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.
[NIV]

Revelation 1:17-18

17
 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead.

Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do
not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 

18
 I am the

Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive for
ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and
Hades. [NIV]


