
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Potluck lunch &
Congregational

Meeting
After our service with
Heather Murray next Sunday,
please make plans to attend
the Congregational Meeting
after the Potluck Lunch.
Please bring a dish to share
with all and don’t forget to
bring your guests.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

January 24
th

, 2016

Catherine Cooper - The Space in Which We Worship

Communion will be served.
All are welcome to partake who call Christ Lord

Worship Leader: Erna Friesen  Song Leader: Angela Ruthven
Pianist: Rosemary Bell Usher: Peter Neudorf

Last Sunday   Henry Klippenstein asked, what is that one thing that you would be willing to give up
everything to obtain? Out of duality-thinking (Rohr) arise our judgements and opinions - our false self
(Merton) which Jesus calls to abandon in favour of our true selves (Mark 8). God is in our DNA - the ‘true
self’ that is in God.  We cannot abandon or discard our false self with heroic effort, but we can side-step it
with the lessons taught by others - elderly, handicapped, the young, who teach us the value of the
experience of the present moment.  This is our lifelong mission, and the pearl of great price. [AP]

Hear the message in your favourite browser at http://pgimf.org/service/the-pearl-of-great-price-part2/ 

PGIMF News
January 31 Heather Murray Do English Majors Understand Jesus?
February 7 Catherine Cooper Creating Spaces in Worship
February 14 Henry Neufeld Lent 1
February 21 Thomas Bergen Death & Dying

Refugee Sponsorship Project  Starting this coming April, PGIMF has
budgeted to provide $4,800 to the West Side Churches Refugee
Sponsorship project over the 2016 fiscal year ($400/mth). If you would like
to make a special offering over and above our church budget commitment,
you may designate your gift to "Refugee Sponsorship Project"; alternately,
we prefer you forward a cheque to Dunbar Heights United Church, 3525 W.
24

th
  Ave. Vancouver BC V6S 1L5.

PGIMF E-mail Mail List   If you aren’t already signed up to receive e-mails
from PGIMF about important events, you can sign up at
http://mail.pgimf.org/mailman/listinfo/pgimf-all_pgimf.org 

Wider Church
Regent College  Regent College's presents Lunchtime Theology Lectures with UBC post-doc Fellow Dr.
Sarah Stewart-Kroeker (Princeton Theo.) Speaking on Delivering on the Promise of Happiness: Augustine,
Beauty, and Morality through his eschatological framework for the earthly moral life. All are welcome to
bring their lunch, enjoy the lecture, and engage in a brief Q & A period afterward.  Wednesday January 27 at
12:00 noon in the Chapel at Regent College.

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://pgimf.org/service/beginning-with-the-end-anabaptist-eschatology/
http://pgimf.org/service/the-pearl-of-great-price-part2/
http://mail.pgimf.org/mailman/listinfo/pgimf-all_pgimf.org


MCC Hygiene Kits
MCC provides hygiene kits through schools or orphanages to encourage healthy habits for children. 57,640 hygiene
kits shipped last year to Jordan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Syria, Serbia, Democratic Republic of Korea (North Korea),
Honduras, Lebanon, Ukraine, Iraq, Canada, Ethiopia and the U.S.  Each kit contains (new items, in original packaging):
• 1 adult-size toothbrush
• 1 large bar bath soap
• 1 fingernail clipper (good quality)
• 1 hand towel (dark colour, approximately 38 cm x 64 cm/ 15 in x 25 in)
Please limit your generosity to the items listed. Due to strict regulations some countries have on the expiration date of
toothpaste, MCC no longer asks for toothpaste to be donated with the kit. Instead, we will provide toothpaste with the
kits when they ship from our warehouse.  Hygiene kits are distributed in a useful, double-drawstring cloth bag (28 cm x
40.6 cm/11 in x 16 in). You may sew the bag yourself, request bags from an MCC material resources centre or donate
contents that MCC places in a bag.  You can then bring completed kits to any MCC drop-off location such as the MCC
Vancouver Thrift Store, 5914 Fraser St. 

MB Herald   Annually, the MB Herald asks us to check our subscription list to ensure every MB member who
wants to can read the MB Herald.  Please let Andre know if you are not currently receiving the MB Herald
and would like to. This church is currently paying for two non-members to have subscriptions and this offer
is extended to all others wishing a subscription. 

Refugees information See photos of the arrival of Mohammed and Omar at WPG United Church’s website
at http://www.wpguc.com and find out how you can help at
http://www.wpguc.com/news/refugee-sponsorship-we-need-your-help

Grenz Lecture Series   The Trinity and Missional Leadership, just for the joy of participating in God‘s life and
work in our world, with Dr William Willimon (Duke).  January 25 10:00 am - 11:30 am at St. Mark’s College
(UBC). Or find out how pastors and lay leaders be transformed from being managers of maintenance to
mission movers in a changed cultural context in Ministry as Mission, January 25 7:30 - 9:00 pm at First
Baptist Church, 808 Nelson St., Vancouver.  Info or RSVP to: http://www.carey-edu.ca/william-willimon/.

Mennonite Church Canada    The Future Directions Task Force Summary Report is now available on the MC
Canada website at  http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceDownload/18226   It stands on the three
convictions central to shaping the tasks of the church sent into the world to restore it to God’s good
purposes: 

   Jesus is the centre of our faith 
      Community is the centre of our lives, and 
          Reconciliation is the centre of our work.

These convictions are at the core of our identity as Anabaptist Mennonites, harking to those of our 16
th

 
century spiritual ancestors who sought to reproduce the simplicity and commitment of first-century
Christians.  As followers of Jesus we seek to challenge ills of the world by identifying with the weak and
marginalized rather than the rich and powerful - an `upside down kingdom' compared to the dominant
culture where power and prestige are privileged.  In our life together as a church community we seek to
model the love and care revealed to us in Jesus, a witness to God's intent for all people.  Download, read
and discuss this in preparation for this summer’s Annual Gathering .

MissionsFest  This year’s theme is Mission: Being or Doing? With 40 conferences or meetings, more than
100 events, and over 250 exhibitors, you will find a way to express your love for God through missions at
this year’s MissionsFest at Canada Place January 29-31.  For more information, a programme guide and
tickets, please see http://www.missionsfestvancouver.ca/ 

http://www.wpguc.com/news/mohamads-arrival
http://www.wpguc.com/news/omars-arrival
http://www.wpguc.com
http://www.wpguc.com/news/refugee-sponsorship-we-need-your-help
http://www.carey-edu.ca/william-willimon/
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceDownload/18226
http://www.missionsfestvancouver.ca/


Syria 101 - An Information Evening sponsored by 
The Westside Churches* Refugee Sponsorship Committee 

Saturday, February 13 from 6:00 to 9:00 pm 
Knox United at 5600 Balaclava. 
Tickets are $20 and are available through Travis Martin. 

This will be a wonderful evening of Syrian food, music and culture! There will be presentations by the
Refugee committee on the sponsorship process and on Syria. This is an opportunity to meet the members
of the Refugee committee and people of Syrian background. All proceeds will go directly to this very
important project.

*Dunbar Heights United, Knox United, Ryerson United, University Hill United, West Point Grey United, West Point Grey Presbyterian,
Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship

Art in the Chapel   Ralph Whitehawk is the artist of our most recent work on display on the south wall. The
painting was purchased from him to assist him in establishing a source of funds for education and other
needs. Although he did not come to fame, I [Annie] believe his work is worthy of making available for others
to see and enjoy.

Vancouver Church Plant Design Shop   Carey Hall and MCBC Evangelism and Church Development
encourages you to consider attending the Church Plant Design Shop, a 3 day interactive gathering of
Church Planters from all stages (thinking about/considering, working toward a plant, planted, etc…).  These
events are action packed and uniquely Canadian.  They encourage contextual thinking, culturally
responsiveness, and mission adaptability.  February 2-4 at Carey Theological College (5920 Iona Dr;
Vancouver, BC).  Cost: $250. Learn more at
http://www.newleafnetwork.ca/vancouver-cpds-february-2-4-2016/ 

Pacific Theatre   invites you to the run of Common Grace .  After spending six months running from her
past, Colleen is forced to return home for her father’s funeral. Between the flowered cards, casseroles,
over-priced caskets, and hidden bottles of wine, she must decide if she can fit into the world she left behind.
Runs Jan 29 - Feb 14.  Tickets $23-30 available on-line at https://tickets.pacifictheatre.org/ or by phone at
604-731-5518

MCBC AGM and LEAD Conference takes place this year on Friday February 26
th

 and Saturday February 27
th

at Level Ground Mennonite Church (31216 King Road, Abbotsford).  The LEAD Conference takes place from
1:30-5pm on Friday, February 26 on “Leadership in a Broken World: Walking in God’s Mission of
Reconciliation.” Registration cost is $20.00 per person. MCBC invites EVERYONE, not just leaders, to attend. 
On Saturday February 27

th
 , the Annual General Meeting takes place from 9:00 am - 4:30 pm also at Level

Ground Mennonite Church (31216 King Road, Abbotsford).   Important note: If you are planning on
attending the MC Canada Assembly in Saskatoon in July you  should attend the MCBC Annual Meeting as
discussion/decisions at the MCBC AGM may impact the MC Canada Assembly.  Delegates wanted -
registration begins I a couple of weeks.

http://www.newleafnetwork.ca/vancouver-cpds-february-2-4-2016/
https://tickets.pacifictheatre.org/


The Missional Church?

The New Ecumenism

Wisdom Corner

The problem with what passes as "prophetic" is
that it is often only a half truth. True prophesy
always seems to come from the place of
paradox--death & resurrection; grace & works;
exile & home; love of God & Love of neighbour;
find my life in losing it.

Jan 15, 2016 Facebook entry by Joshua Brockway,
Director, Spiritual Life and Discipleship at Church of
the Brethren,  - member denominational staff in
Elgin, IL and spouse of an Aeschlimann/Kreider neice

People of all faiths should remember these four great
religious truths: 

1. Muslims do not recognize Jews as God's chosen
people.
2. Jews do not recognize Christ as the Messiah. 
3. Protestants do not recognize the Pope as the leader
of the Christian world. 
4. Mennonites do not recognize each other at Hooters
or the Liquor Store.

 - Anne Toews.  Ask Hannelore about Anne...



Ezekiel 43:7,10-12 

6
 While the man was standing beside me, I heard

someone speaking to me out of the temple. 
7
He

said to me: Mortal, this is the place of my throne
and the place for the soles of my feet, where I
will reside among the people of Israel for ever.
The house of Israel shall no more defile my holy
name, neither they nor their kings, by their
whoring, and by the corpses of their kings at
their death. 

8
When they placed their threshold by

my threshold and their doorposts beside my
doorposts, with only a wall between me and
them, they were defiling my holy name by their
abominations that they committed; therefore I
have consumed them in my anger. 

9
Now let them

put away their idolatry and the corpses of their
kings far from me, and I will reside among them

for ever.

10
 As for you, mortal, describe the temple to the

house of Israel, and let them measure the
pattern; and let them be ashamed of their
iniquities. 

11
When they are ashamed of all that

they have done, make known to them the plan of
the temple, its arrangement, its exits and its
entrances, and its whole form—all its ordinances
and its entire plan and all its laws; and write it
down in their sight, so that they may observe and
follow the entire plan and all its ordinances.
12

This is the law of the temple: the whole territory
on the top of the mountain all around shall be
most holy. This is the law of the temple.

 [NRSV]

Psalm 84:1-4 

To the leader: according to The Gittith. Of the Korahites. A Psalm.
1
 How lovely is your dwelling place,

   O Lord of hosts!
2
 My soul longs, indeed it faints

   for the courts of the Lord;
my heart and my flesh sing for joy
   to the living God.

3
 Even the sparrow finds a home,

   and the swallow a nest for herself,
   where she may lay her young,
at your altars, O Lord of hosts,
   my King and my God.
4
 Happy are those who live in your house,

   ever singing your praise.
          Selah [NRSV]

Revelation 21:22-27

22
 I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the

Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 
23

And the
city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it,
for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is
the Lamb. 

24
The nations will walk by its light, and

the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it.
25

Its gates will never be shut by day—and there

will be no night there. 
26

People will bring into it
the glory and the honour of the nations. 

27
But

nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who
practises abomination or falsehood, but only
those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

[NRSV]


