
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Donation receipts are in your
mailboxes at the back of the
church.  Please take this time
to clean out your mailboxes.
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Thomas Bergen - Denying Death
Lent II

Worship Leader: Diane Ehling  Song Leader: J. Evan Kreider
Pianist: J. Evan Kreider Usher: Erika Hannan

Last Sunday   Henry Neufeld spoke about young people leaving home and returning home again. Jesus
returned home to speak in the synagogue of his home town of Nazareth. Small communities have a way of
putting people in boxes and not letting them out. The self-righteous can be stubborn and resist hearing that
God may choose unlikely people to work through. Will we allow ourselves to be limited by the low
expectations and preconceptions of closed minds? What costly decision can we make to show that we’re really
willing to take up our cross and follow Christ? [KH]

Hear the recording in your favourite browser at http://pgimf.org/service/going-home-again/. 

PGIMF News
February 28 Kevin Hiebert Reflecting the Image of God
March 6 Jenna Veenbaas I am the Resurrection
March 13 Thomas Bergen Confronting Death
March 20 TBA

Church retreat at Camp Luther   Diane Ehling seeks more church attenders
willing to help plan the upcoming Church Retreat at Camp Luther for the May
28-30 weekend.  Ideas for a theme, presenters or activities wanted.  Bring
your thoughts forth now before your shoulder gets tapped!  

Potluck lunch   Please join the fellowship after the service next Sunday for a
potluck lunch and fellowship.  Bring your favourite dish to share, and a little extra for students who may join us.

Abendmusik Vespers Join the Abendmusik Vespers Choir for an hour of Choral Music for the Lenten Season in the
Lenten Vespers service Saturday, March 5 in Abbotsford at Emmanuel Free Reformed Church (3386 Mt. Lehman Rd.)
And Sunday, March 6 in Vancouver at Knox United Church (5600 Balaclava St.)  Please note: the service begins at
7:30 pm, 30 minutes earlier than usual – you won’t want to miss the beginning of the service!

Recital   You are invited to the 3
rd

 Year Recital featuring MSC Residents Ryan Esau (flute) and Ellie Froese (clarinet)
Feb. 21 at 8:00 pm at the Roy Barnett Hall (6361 Memorial Rd, UBC - “Old Aud”).  Free admission, reception follows.

Pacifica Singers Invite you to their concert Architects of Sound featuring the works of Machaut, Padgett and
Stravinsky at 8:00 pm Saturday February 27

th
 at St. Paul’s Anglican Church (1130 Jervis St.).  Tickets $20 from

www.pacifica.eventbrite.ca     

Wider Church
Regent College   Taste of the World is one of the highlights of the year at Regent College. You will have the
opportunity to sample a variety of foods from all around the world and learn about different cultures through
decoration, clothing and entertainment. Saturday, Feb 27, 2016 at 6:00pm - 9:00 pm
Volunteers to help us set up welcome - email Claire at (address available from webmaster) 

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://pgimf.org/service/going-home-again/
http://www.pacifica.eventbrite.ca


MCC   The Compassionate Ministry program of the Brethren in Christ Church in Zambia, a MCC partner, trains
communities to run Village Savings and Loans Associations (VSLAs).  Each group has a maximum of 30 members
who meet monthly to buy shares, distribute loans, check on outstanding loans and sometimes use the profits to
fund community projects. MCC funded the salary of the field officer who provided the initial training as well as a
SALTer to assist with training and follow up.  One loan of $60 was repaid within two months with the sale of $500 of
product, which the borrower used to pay for her children’s school fees, repay the loan, and invest some of the
profits back into the association.  You can help this project when you donate to MCC - read more at
http://mcccanada.ca/stories/how-village-savings-group-improves-small-business

MCBC AGM    AT the MCBC AGM next weekend, an following resolution will be brought to the membership.  The
Mennonite Church BC Leadership Board received an application for membership from Northgate MB Church in
Dawson Creek, BC on July 7th, 2015.  After appropriate conversation and discernment, the MCBC Leadership Board,
at its November 30, 2015 meeting, recommended that Northgate MB Church be accepted as a member
congregation into the Mennonite Church BC Church family.  The Leadership Board therefore moves, as a special
resolution, that Northgate Anabaptist Fellowship be welcomed by the delegates at the Annual Meeting on
February 27th, 2016 as a member congregation of Mennonite Church British Columbia.  Thanks to Henry
Neufeld for attending to represent PGIMF’s interests at this important meeting.

Art & Spirit Speaker Series  St. Anselm’s Anglican Church invites your inquiry into the spirit of creativity with a
series of four talks on successive Wednesdays in March. Featuring Robert Bateman (March 2) , Bramwell Tovey
(March 9), feature guests from DTES bootstraps project Hope in the Shadows (March 16), and Vikram Vij (March 23),
these talks will explore the outcomes of the creative spirit in diverse arts. All talks begin at 7:30 at St. Anselm’s

Anglican Church (5210 University Blvd). Free admission, offering taken.  More info at www.stanselms.ca/events 

Call to Worship 

Holy is your name, Father in heaven!
We come to worship today longing for your kingdom come.
What is your will in our lives, in our world?
In this hour of worship,
enlighten us with your Word,
inspire us with stirring songs,
enfold us with your community,
embrace us with a vision so strong
that we will go from here with good news for all people.
Amen

 - Carol Penner, Leading in Worship

A Litany to Begin the Season of Lent

Leader: Who among us has ever seen life as clearly as did Jesus? 

Reader 1: From this time, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many
things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, 

Reader 2: and be killed 

Reader 1: and on the third day be raised. 

Leader: Who among us has ever been consumed with the urgency of his mission as was Jesus? 

Reader 1: For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve 

Reader 2: and to give his life a ransom for many! 

Leader: Who among us has ever demonstrated the determination and the sheer will power that Jesus did? 

http://mcccanada.ca/stories/how-village-savings-group-improves-small-business
http://www.stanselms.ca/events


Reader 1: When the days drew near for him to be received up, 

Reader 2: He set his face to go to Jerusalem. 

Leader: It is necessary(!), says Jesus that if any many would come after me, 

Reader 1: He must deny himself, 

Reader 2: He must deny himself! 

Leader: It is necessary, says Jesus, “To Watch and Pray” 

Reader 1: Watch and pray 

Reader 2: Watch and pray! 

Leader: If we would be followers of Christ, it is necessary, says the Apostle Paul. 

Reader 1: that we stand firm. 

Reader 2: Stand firm. 

Leader: If we are to survive in the world of darkness, it is necessary, says the Apostle Paul, that we put on the
whole armour of God. 

Reader 1: The belt of truth, buckled around your waist, 

Reader 2: The breastplate of Righteousness in place, 

Leader: And your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace, 

Reader 1: Take up the shield of faith 

Reader 2: Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

Reader 1: And Pray 

Leader: As we begin this season of Lent, let us examine the life of Jesus and note the determination that led
him in his ministry. 

Reader 2: It is necessary Leader: that Jesus make his way to the cross 

Reader 1: It is necessary

Reader 2: that those who would participate in Jesus’ Resurrection also follow him in his suffering. 

Reader 1: It is necessary Leader: that we watch and pray. 

Reader 2: It is necessary 

Reader 1: that we stand firm. 

Leader: From this time, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many
things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 
AMEN. 

Hebrews 2:14-18 

14
 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he

himself likewise shared the same things, so that through
death he might destroy the one who has the power of
death, that is, the devil, 

15
and free those who all their

lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 
16

For it is
clear that he did not come to help angels, but the
descendants of Abraham. 

17
Therefore he had to become

like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he
might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the
service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the
sins of the people. 

18
Because he himself was tested by

what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being
tested. [NRSV]



I John 2:15-17 

15
 Do not love the world or the things in the world. The

love of the Father is not in those who love the world;
16

for all that is in the world—the desire of the flesh, the
desire of the eyes, the pride in riches—comes not from

the Father but from the world. 
17

And the world and its
desire are passing away, but those who do the will of
God live for ever.

[NRSV]

Matthew 27:32-44 

32
 As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene

named Simon; they compelled this man to carry his
cross. 

33
And when they came to a place called Golgotha

(which means Place of a Skull), 
34

they offered him wine
to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he
would not drink it. 

35
And when they had crucified him,

they divided his clothes among themselves by casting
lots; 

36
then they sat down there and kept watch over

him. 
37

Over his head they put the charge against him,
which read, ‘This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.’

38
 Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his

right and one on his left. 
39

Those who passed by derided
him, shaking their heads 

40
and saying, ‘You who would

destroy the temple and build it in three days, save
yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the
cross.’ 

41
In the same way the chief priests also, along

with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying,
42

‘He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the
King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now,
and we will believe in him. 

43
He trusts in God; let God

deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, “I am God’s
Son.” ’ 

44
The bandits who were crucified with him also

taunted him in the same way. [NRSV]

Psalm 88 

Prayer for Help[ in Despondency
A Song. A Psalm of the Korahites. To the leader: according to
Mahalath Leannoth. A Maskil of Heman the Ezrahite.

1
 O Lord, God of my salvation,

   when, at night, I cry out in your presence,
2
 let my prayer come before you;

   incline your ear to my cry.

3
 For my soul is full of troubles,

   and my life draws near to Sheol.
4
 I am counted among those who go down to the Pit;

   I am like those who have no help,
5
 like those forsaken among the dead,

   like the slain that lie in the grave,
  like those whom you remember no more,
   for they are cut off from your hand.
6
 You have put me in the depths of the Pit,

   in the regions dark and deep.
7
 Your wrath lies heavy upon me,

   and you overwhelm me with all your waves.
          Selah

8
 You have caused my companions to shun me;

   you have made me a thing of horror to them.
  I am shut in so that I cannot escape;

9
   my eye grows dim through sorrow.

  Every day I call on you, O Lord;
   I spread out my hands to you.
10

 Do you work wonders for the dead?
   Do the shades rise up to praise you?
          Selah

11
 Is your steadfast love declared in the grave,

   or your faithfulness in Abaddon?
12

 Are your wonders known in the darkness,
   or your saving help in the land of forgetfulness?

13
 But I, O Lord, cry out to you;

   in the morning my prayer comes before you.
14

 O Lord, why do you cast me off?
   Why do you hide your face from me?
15

 Wretched and close to death from my youth up,
   I suffer your terrors; I am desperate.
16

 Your wrath has swept over me;
   your dread assaults destroy me.
17

 They surround me like a flood all day long;
   from all sides they close in on me.
18

 You have caused friend and neighbour to shun me;
   my companions are in darkness. [NRSV]



Prayer

Lord, you give us choices each and every day.
This week we have seen your path,
and turned away from it.
We have seen our brother or sister in need
and we did not turn to help.
Lord, have mercy.

We have said cruel or unkind words,
or refrained from saying helpful words
when they were needed.
Lord, have mercy.

We have been critical of those
who failed to offer us a helping hand,
while ignoring our own apathy towards others.
Lord, have mercy.

We have used our resources, gifts from you,
to help only ourselves.
Lord, have mercy.

We give you thanks that in spite of ourselves
you show your love to us in many ways
each and every day.
Lord, your love sustains us.

We give you thanks for life and breath today,
for health and food to eat,
and a beautiful world to live in.
Lord, your love sustains us.

We give you thanks for the many people in our
lives,
who love us, who care for us,
whose presence brings us joy.
Lord, your love sustains us.

We give you thanks for this community of faith,
faithful in every season, singing your praises,
encouraging us to give our utmost to our Saviour.
Lord, your love sustains us.

We give you thanks for sending your son Jesus
Christ
through whose death we receive pardon,
through whose resurrection we have hope.
God of grace, everything we are belongs to you,
be with us this week as we go from this place.
Lord, your love sustains us and gives us peace.


