
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org 

June 26
th

, 2016
Jason Byassee - Pray to Shame God

Worship Leader: Rosie Perera Song Leader: Catherine Cooper
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Henry Neufeld

Last Sunday   We held our annual Worship Service in Trimble Park with the other 7 churches of the West
Point Grey neighbourhoods.  Due to rain, it was held in the sanctuary of St. Helen’s Anglican with Rev. Bill
Comerford (OLPH) delivered a message of ecumenicalism encouraging all denominations to bring to our
Christian faith.

Two Sundays ago   Thomas Bergen spoke from the lectionary texts on lessons in land-sharing. The story in
1 Kings 21 of Jezebel’s scapegoating of Naboth to dispossess the Jezreelite of his ancestral vineyard for King
Ahab’s benefit has parallels throughout history in other covetous land grabs justified by a sense of
entitlement, while elders and nobles turn a blind eye. Thomas concluded with three lessons in land sharing:
accept God’s ownership of all land, accept our partiality (resist greed), and accept responsibility for the
consequences of our choices. Will we keep silent and enjoy the benefits of the Doctrine of Discovery, or will
we speak up for our indigenous neighbours? [KH]

Hear the message in your browser at http://pgimf.org/service/this-land-is-not-your-land/ 
 
PGIMF News
July 3 Esther Hizsa Encountering God’s Unforced Rhythms of Grace
July 10 Paul Martens John Howard Yoder’s ‘NeoAnabaptism’
July 17 TBA
July 24 J. Evan Kreider How I Meet God Through Photography

Potlucks at Menno Simons Centre   Wednesday potlucks at Menno happen at 6pm every week from May
to August! All are welcome - please bring a dish to share!

Potluck Dinner and Free Lecture   You are invited to a talk entitled Neo-Anabaptism is Dead; Long Live
Neo-Anabaptism given by Dr. Paul Martens (TH.M, Regent; PhD Notre Dame), Associate Professor of
Religion (Ethics) at Baylor University.  Paul, a former MSC Residence Coordiantor with his wife Candace has
co-edited several collections of John Howard Yoder’s writings and published The Heterodox Yoder (2012). 
Everyone is invited to a potluck dinner at the Menno Simons Centre at 6:00 pm, followed by Paul’s talk at
7:30 pm on Tuesday July 12

th
 and refreshments will follow.

Hymn Sing   A sister Anabaptist church (Artisan Church - www.artisanvancouver.ca) sought space with
hymnals and a piano for some of their members to enjoy an old-fashioned ‘hymn sing’.  PGIMF is happy to
host Artisan Church on July 18

th
 at 7:00 pm for an hour of hymn-singing of favourites from the hymnal.  All

are welcome to join them for this joyful time.  Thanks given to any pianists who wish to show up to offer
their services. 

Wider Church

Moderator—Cuirtis Funk (604-xxx-xxxx); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Lois Funk (604-xxx-xxxx);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);

Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);
Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
http://pgimf.org/service/this-land-is-not-your-land/
http://www.artisanvancouver.ca


MCC   “Distant Early Warning”   This year the AGM for MCC BC will be taking place on October 1st instead of its
normal time in June at Central Community Church (46100 Chilliwack Central Road).  As a member of MCC, PGIMF is
entitled to send two voting delegates to the AGM tp hold MCC accountable and shape its direction.  All guests
welcome, registration details to follow in September. 

Canadian Conference of MBC Churches   The Canadian Conference will host its annual gathering July 6-9 and
several sessions will be streamed to allow those who cannot attend to join the sessions.  Speakers, testimonies and
worship services will all be available on-line.  See the general distribution e-mail for details or contact the
Congregational Coordinator for details on logging on.

Regent College   Help incoming Regent College students this coming Fall Term!  The Regent College Student
Housing Services is looking for hosts to provide free housing and local telephone use for up to one week (between
July 1 and September 15) for incoming students while they search for permanent housing. Meals are not expected
(but welcome nonetheless!).  Please contact Lucas Freitas at (contact information available from webmaster)  if
you’re interested! 

Doctrine of Discovery    Among the many parties working to correct the injustice of this ancient philosophy of
governing is a Regent alumnus and friend of Rosie’s whose website at Red Clover Farms 
http://www.redclover.ca/hawp/ offers links to resources and a video detailing the injustice and the many working to
correct it as we seek a new relationship with First Nations. 

Psalm 138

Of David.
1
 I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart;

   before the gods I sing your praise;
2
 I bow down towards your holy temple

   and give thanks to your name for your steadfast
love and your faithfulness;
   for you have exalted your name and your word
   above everything.
3
 On the day I called, you answered me,

   you increased my strength of soul.

4
 All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord,

   for they have heard the words of your mouth.

5
 They shall sing of the ways of the Lord,

   for great is the glory of the Lord.
6
 For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly;

   but the haughty he perceives from far away.

7
 Though I walk in the midst of trouble,

   you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies;
you stretch out your hand,
   and your right hand delivers me.
8
 The Lord will fulfil his purpose for me;

   your steadfast love, O Lord, endures for ever.
   Do not forsake the work of your hands. [NRSV]

Genesis 18:20-32

20
Then the Lord said, ‘How great is the outcry

against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave
their sin! 

21
I must go down and see whether they

have done altogether according to the outcry that
has come to me; and if not, I will know.’

22
 So the men turned from there, and went towards

Sodom, while Abraham remained standing before
the Lord. 

23
Then Abraham came near and said, ‘Will

you indeed sweep away the righteous with the
wicked? 

24
Suppose there are fifty righteous within

the city; will you then sweep away the place and not
forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? 

25
Far

be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the

righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare
as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the
Judge of all the earth do what is just?’ 

26
And the

Lord said, ‘If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the
city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake.’
27

Abraham answered, ‘Let me take it upon myself to
speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes.
28

Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will
you destroy the whole city for lack of five?’ And he
said, ‘I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.’
29

Again he spoke to him, ‘Suppose forty are found
there.’ He answered, ‘For the sake of forty I will not
do it.’ 

30
Then he said, ‘Oh do not let the Lord be

angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there.’ He

http://www.redclover.ca/hawp/


answered, ‘I will not do it, if I find thirty there.’ 
31

He
said, ‘Let me take it upon myself to speak to the
Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.’ He
answered, ‘For the sake of twenty I will not destroy

it.’ 
32

Then he said, ‘Oh do not let the Lord be angry if
I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found
there.’ He answered, ‘For the sake of ten I will not
destroy it.’ [NRSV]

Luke 11:1-13

1
1He was praying in a certain place, and after he

had finished, one of his disciples said to him,
‘Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his
disciples.’ 

2
He said to them, ‘When you pray, say:

Father, hallowed be your name.
   Your kingdom come.
3
   Give us each day our daily bread.

4
   And forgive us our sins,

     for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to
      us.
   And do not bring us to the time of trial.’

5
 And he said to them, ‘Suppose one of you has a

friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to
him, “Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 

6
for a

friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to
set before him.” 

7
And he answers from within, “Do

not bother me; the door has already been locked,

 and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get
up and give you anything.” 

8
I tell you, even

though he will not get up and give him anything
because he is his friend, at least because of his
persistence he will get up and give him whatever
he needs.

9
 ‘So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you;

search, and you will find; knock, and the door will
be opened for you. 

10
For everyone who asks

receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for
everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.
11

Is there anyone among you who, if your child
asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish?
12

Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a
scorpion? 

13
If you then, who are evil, know how to

give good gifts to your children, how much more
will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to
those who ask him!’ [NRSV]

Humour Corner

Funding Crisis?  What Funding Crisis?  A pastor got
up one Sunday and announced to his congregation: "I
have good news and bad news. The good news is, we
have enough money to pay for our new building
program. The bad news is, it's still out there in your
pockets


