
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org 

March 20
th

, 2016
Palm Sunday

Thomas Bergen - Confronting Death
Worship Leader: Travis Martin Song Leader: J. Evan Kreider

Pianist: Rosemary Bell Usher: Henry Neufeld

Last Sunday   Paul S., in a glimpse of life in another country, mixes his professional life with his personal life
through the lens of Psalm 117, the Psalm that most succinctly explains that God’s promise to his people is
never conditional.  A message of truly good news. [AP] 

NOTE: the audio recording is only available upon request to members and adherents.

PGIMF News
March 27 Service of songs and scriptures Easter Sunday
April 3 Dr. Nasir Zaidi The Portrayal of Mary (Maryam) in the Qur’an
April 10 Singalong Messiah - Easter version Bring your score!
April 17 Thomas Bergen` Befriending Death

AGM reports In preparation for our AGM to be held on the last Sunday in April, all church officers are
requested to begin sending in their reports to Andre.  Last date - Thursday April 14th  

Spam law   PGIMF is now required to comply with all provisions of the anti-spam laws currently extant in
Canada.  Our PGIMF mailing list, though we do keep it up to date, still must be verified by personal e-mail
from your account for us to retain your name and e-mail on the list. If you have not already responded, you
will receive another e-mail asking if you would like to remain on the list. Those who do not respond will be
removed from the list.  Thanks for helping us comply!

Wider Church
Art & Spirit Speaker Series  St. Anselm’s Anglican Church invites your inquiry into the spirit of creativity
with a series of four talks on successive Wednesdays in March on the creative spirit in the arts. Featured this
week is Vikram Vij (March 23). All talks begin at 7:30 at St. Anselm’s Anglican Church (5210 University Blvd).
Free admission, offering taken.  More info at www.stanselms.ca/events 

Poetry for Passion Week and Easter   Poems read from the collected works of the Welsh poet-priest R.S.
Thomas (1913-2000) will be featured together with musical interludes at a Passion Week evening event at
the VST’s Chapel of the Epiphany (6030 Chancellor Blvd, UBC).  Friday, Mar 25, 2016 at 7:30pm - 9:30 pm. 
Sponsred by ARS SACRA - more information at
https://www.regent-college.edu/about-us/events/event-details?event_id=516

VIFF   Last chance to see Erbarme Dich, the unique and deeply moving film about a performance of Bach’s
St. Matthew’s Passion highly recommended by Paul T. Last screening this week at VIFF ( (1181 Seymour St.,
Vancouver) on Friday March 25

th
 at 2:00 pm. Tickets $12 at

http://www.viff.org/festival/films/f15360-erbarme-dich-matth%C3%A4us-passion-stories

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)
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Reconciliation Seminar   "Journey of Reconciliation: Listening to Indigenous Elders" is a response to the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission by collaborating Mennonite/Anabaptist organizations and
denominations.  The event will seek to continue building relationships with our Indigenous neighbours by
gathering, listening, and questioning as we look at taking next steps together. Saturday, April 9, 2016 from
9:00 am–4:15 pm (sign-in at 8:30am).  Columbia Bible College (2940 Clearbrook Rd, Abbotsford) in the
Clearwood Room. Cost: $30 includes lunch if you register by March 30th.  Late registrations won't include
lunch. More information or to register at https://www.columbiabc.edu/ConEd

Mark 10:32-34

32
 They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with

Jesus leading the way, and the disciples were
astonished, while those who followed were afraid.
Again he took the Twelve aside and told them what
was going to happen to him. 

33
 “We are going up to

Jerusalem,” he said, “and the Son of Man will be

delivered over to the chief priests and the teachers
of the law.They will condemn him to death and will
hand him over to the Gentiles,

34
 who will mock him

and spit on him, flog him and kill him. Three days
later he will rise.” [NIV]

John 11:7-8, 16

7
 and then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to

Judea.” 
8
 “But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago

the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are
going back?”

16
 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the

rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die
with him.” [NIV]

Romans 6:1-10

1
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so

that grace may increase? 
2
 By no means! We are

those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any
longer? 

3
 Or don’t you know that all of us who were

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? 

4
 We were therefore buried with him through

baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead through the glory of the
Father, we too may live a new life.

5
 For if we have been united with him in a death like

his, we will certainly also be united with him in a

resurrection like his. 
6
 For we know that our old self

was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin
might be done away with, that we should no longer
be slaves to sin— 

7
 because anyone who has died

has been set free from sin.

8
 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will

also live with him. 
9
 For we know that since Christ

was raised from the dead, he cannot die again;
death no longer has mastery over him. 

10
 The death

he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he
lives, he lives to God. [NIV]

Esther 4:5-16

5
Then Esther summoned Hathak, one of the king’s

eunuchs assigned to attend her, and ordered him to
find out what was troubling Mordecai and why.

6
 So Hathak went out to Mordecai in the open

square of the city in front of the king’s gate. 
7

Mordecai told him everything that had happened to
him, including the exact amount of money Haman
had promised to pay into the royal treasury for the
destruction of the Jews. 

8
 He also gave him a copy of

the text of the edict for their annihilation, which had

been published in Susa, to show to Esther and
explain it to her, and he told him to instruct her to
go into the king’s presence to beg for mercy and
plead with him for her people.

9
 Hathak went back and reported to Esther what

Mordecai had said. 
10

 Then she instructed him to say
to Mordecai, 

11
 “All the king’s officials and the

people of the royal provinces know that for any man
or woman who approaches the king in the inner
court without being summoned the king has but
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one law: that they be put to death unless the king
extends the gold scepter to them and spares their
lives. But thirty days have passed since I was called
to go to the king.”

12
 When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai,

13
 he sent back this answer: “Do not think that

because you are in the king’s house you alone of all
the Jews will escape. 

14
 For if you remain silent at

this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will

arise from another place, but you and your father’s
family will perish. And who knows but that you have
come to your royal position for such a time as this?”

15
 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 

16
 “Go,

gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and
fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night
or day. I and my attendants will fast as you do.
When this is done, I will go to the king, even though
it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish.”  [NIV]

Call to Worship I
(based on Zechariah 9:9 and Psalm 118:26, 28-29)

One:     Rejoice greatly, O people of Zion!
            Shout in triumph, O people of Jerusalem!
            Look, your king is coming to you.
            He is righteous and victorious,
            yet he is humble, riding on a donkey—
            even on a donkey’s colt.
All:       Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
One:     You are our God, and we will praise You!
All:       You are our God, and we will exalt You!
One:     O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.
All:       His faithful love endures forever!

Philippians 2:5-11

5
 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ

Jesus,
  

6
 who, though he was in the form of God, 

    did not regard equality with God
    as something to be exploited,
  

7
 but emptied himself,

    taking the form of a slave, 
    being born in human likeness. 
  And being found in human form,
  

8
 he humbled himself

    and became obedient to the point of death--    

even death on a cross.

   9
 Therefore God also highly exalted him 

    and gave him the name that is above every name,
  

10
 so that at the name of Jesus

     every knee should bend, 
     in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
  

11
 and every tongue should confess

     that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
     to the glory of God the Father. [NRSV]

Communion Prayer

Thank you Jesus, for loving us, even unto death.
Send your Spirit upon us so that we may know
that all who eat and drink at your table
in our congregation and around the world
are one body, one holy people.

Lord, give us clean hearts, forgiving hearts, praising hearts.

As we drink this, we join with our brothers in sisters in heaven and on earth,
giving thanks to you in an endless song of praise. Amen


