
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org 

July 31
st
, 2016

Catherine Cooper - The Word Is Very Near To You

Worship Leader: Andre Pekovich Song Leader: Erna Friesen
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Henry Neufeld

Last Sunday   In the first of an (intermittent) series created by Catherine Cooper on how each of us views our
relationship with God through the lens of Art, Evan showed some of his photographs which have reminded him
to contemplate God.  Some photos have reminded Evan to think about dying, about God and death, and what
comes after death.  Another series of photos of street people and beggars in Paris and Vancouver have forced
him to take a good long look, be uncomfortable, and rethink faith and the idea that each of us is made in the
image of God.  The final photos showed earnest individual believers praying in Parisian churches, kneeling on
the cold tile floor.  What drove those women to pray in that way?  Do I ever pray with this type of intensity?  

The illustrated talk is now available as a streaming video on the website at 2016-07-24-JevanKreider-sermon.mov   
(29':13" - play in web browser since it would be a large download).

PGIMF News
August 7 Veronica Dyck Lectionary
August 14 J. Evan Kreider Tithing - Part II
August 21 Jonas Cornelsen Lectionary 
August 28 TBA

PGIMF Summer Barbeque    You are all invited to the annual PGIMF summer backyard barbeque at Erika
Hannan’s (6222 St. Catherine’s St., Vancouver) on Sunday August 21

st
, after the service.  More details to follow.

Potluck Dinner & Free Lecture   You are all invited to the Menno Simons Centre August 10
th
 for potluck

dinner with the student residents at 6:00 pm, and then for a free lecture from visiting scholar Julianne Funk
beginning at 7:30.  See the announcement at the back of this bulletin for details on the lecture.  Julianne is the
daughter of PGIMF attenders Curtis & Lois Funk.

Wider Church
MCC    Do Black Lives Matter?  MCC says yes and has recommitted to its social justice gospel with a five year
program to intensify its efforts toward ending racism in the US by building accountability with its partners,
acknowledging its own part in oppression, advocating for immigration and incarceration reform, and exposing
the falseness of the Doctrine of Discovery.  Read more on-line at  http://mcc.org/stories/black-lives-matter 

Regent College   Regent College is sorry to announce that Dr. Rikk Watts will be leaving the college at the end
of the current calendar year. Rikk and Katie will be returning home to Australia to take up a position at
Alphacrucis College in Sydney. Rikk has been at the heart of the Regent community for some 20 years and is
dearly loved by students, alumni, and all of us here on campus. 

Peace & Conflict Studies   Official approval for a degree program in Peace and Conflict Studies at the
University of the Fraser Valley was received this week.  This five-year effort to strengthen the Anabaptist
influence on higher education received a boost from John and Erna Friesen among many others, and will begin
next academic year. 

Moderator—Curtis Funk (604-992-6913 ); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Lois Funk (604-992-6913);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);

Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);
Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
file:///|//2016-07-24-JevanKreider-sermon.mov
http://mcc.org/stories/black-lives-matter


Vancouver Cantata Singers    Seasons tickets for the 2016-17 season are now available.  Don’t miss your
chance to get the best seats for Chichester Psalms, the Christmas Reprise, an evening of Palestrina to Pizzetti,
and an evening of Shakespeare in Song.  Series of 4 concerts - $84 ($40-56 students/young adults) available
from http://www.vancouvercantatasingers.com/ 

Suite wanted to rent   My name is Jake Lockwood. I live in Kamloops and just got a job with the City of
Vancouver. I am a young Christian looking for a room or small suite to rent starting on August 1. The position
goes until December 31 but potentially may continue. Please let me know if you or someone you know has
space available for rent. Thank you for your help.  (E-mail contact available from webmaster)

Deuteronomy 30-9:14

8
Then you shall again obey the Lord, observing all

his commandments that I am commanding you
today, 

9
and the Lord your God will make you

abundantly prosperous in all your undertakings, in
the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your livestock,
and in the fruit of your soil. For the Lord will again
take delight in prospering you, just as he delighted
in prospering your ancestors, 

10
when you obey the

Lord your God by observing his commandments and
decrees that are written in this book of the law,
because you turn to the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul.

11
 Surely, this commandment that I am commanding

you today is not too hard for you, nor is it too far
away. 

12I
t is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who

will go up to heaven for us, and get it for us so that
we may hear it and observe it?’ 

13
Neither is it

beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will cross
to the other side of the sea for us, and get it for us
so that we may hear it and observe it?’ 

14
No, the

word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in
your heart for you to observe. [NRSV]

Psalm 25:1-10

Of David.
1
 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

2
 O my God, in you I trust;

   do not let me be put to shame;
   do not let my enemies exult over me.
3
 Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame;

   let them be ashamed who are wantonly
treacherous.

4
 Make me to know your ways, O Lord;

   teach me your paths.
5
 Lead me in your truth, and teach me,

   for you are the God of my salvation;
   for you I wait all day long.

6
 Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your

steadfast love,

   for they have been from of old.
7
 Do not remember the sins of my youth or my

transgressions;
   according to your steadfast love remember me,
   for your goodness’ sake, O Lord!

8
 Good and upright is the Lord;

   therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
9
 He leads the humble in what is right,

   and teaches the humble his way.
10

 All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and
faithfulness,
   for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.
[NRSV]

http://www.vancouvercantatasingers.com/


Luke 10:25-37

25
 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus.

‘Teacher,’ he said, ‘what must I do to inherit eternal
life?’ 

26
He said to him, ‘What is written in the law?

What do you read there?’ 
27

He answered, ‘You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with
all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all
your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.’ 

28
And

he said to him, ‘You have given the right answer; do
this, and you will live.’

29
 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And

who is my neighbour?’ 
30

Jesus replied, ‘A man was
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into
the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him,
and went away, leaving him half dead. 

31
Now by

chance a priest was going down that road; and

when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.
32

So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place
and saw him, passed by on the other side. 

33
But a

Samaritan while travelling came near him; and when
he saw him, he was moved with pity. 

34
He went to

him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil
and wine on them. Then he put him on his own
animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him.
35

The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to
the innkeeper, and said, “Take care of him; and when
I come back, I will repay you whatever more you
spend.” 

36
Which of these three, do you think, was a

neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of the
robbers?’ 

37
He said, ‘The one who showed him

mercy.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’
[NRSV]

Potluck Dinner & Free Lecture

Alternative religious responses to ethnic conflict in Bosnia-Herzegovina:
Faith-based peace and reconciliation

Religion is often accused of intolerance towards other religions and, consequently, religious diversity in a
society is assumed to be a cause for crisis, instability, and even armed violence. Yet religious faith also
serves as a basis of shared values and a motivator for reconciliation and
mutual understanding for many believers. Using examples from
post-war Bosnia and Herzegovina, Julianne Funk (University of Zurich), will
explore this dynamic according to her qualitative empirical research and
a set of faith-based peacebuilding methods. Given current public
opinion about Islam, this research is notable in its emphasis on Muslim
peacemakers in Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

Julianne Funk is a peace scholar-practitioner to the Western Balkans,
focused on Bosnia and Herzegovina. She divides her time between
teaching at the University of Zurich (in political science and religious
studies) and working for local NGOs in the former Yugoslavia. Currently
she is coordinating the project “Trauma, Memory and Healing in the
Balkans and Beyond” for TPO Foundation in Sarajevo. Julianne received
her PhD and MA (social sciences, peace and conflict studies) from the
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium, and her BA (theology) from Wheaton College in the US. Her recent
research and publications include the themes of lived religion, Bosnian Islam, suživot  (coexistence), trauma
and healing.

Bring a dish to share and join co-sponsors PGIMF and the Menno Simons Centre residents at 6:00pm for
potluck dinner, with lecture to follow at 7:30 at the Menno Simons Centre (4000 W. 11

th
 Ave. In Vancouver) 



Call to Worship
Hosea 11:1-11

One:
1
When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son. 

All:
2
Yet the more I called them, the more they went from me; they kept

sacrificing to the Baals, and offering incense to idols. 

One:
3
Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk, I took them up in my arms; 

All: – but they did not know that I healed them. 

One:
4
I led them with cords of human kindness, with bands of love.  I was to

them like those who lift infants to their cheeks. I bent down to them and
fed them. 

All:
5
They shall return to the land of Egypt, and Assyria shall be their

king, because they have refused to return to me. 

One:
6
The sword rages in their cities, it consumes their oracle-priests, and

devours because of their schemes.

All:
7
My people are bent on turning away from me.  To the Most High

they call, but he does not raise them up at all.

One:
8
How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you over, O Israel? 

How can I make you like Admah (suburb of Sodom)? 
How can I treat you like Zeboiim? (suburb of Gemorrah)

All: My heart recoils within me; my compassion grows warm and tender. 

One:
9
I will not execute my fierce anger; I will not again destroy Ephraim; for I

am God and no mortal, the Holy One in your midst, and I will not come in
wrath. 

All:
10

They shall go after the Lord, who roars like a lion; when he roars, his
children shall come trembling from the west.  

11
They shall come

trembling like birds from Egypt, and like doves from the land of
Assyria; 

One: – and I will return them to their homes, says the Lord. [NRSV]


