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and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org 

May 1
st
, 2016

Laura Eriksson - On Seed Sower and Song

Worship Leader: Paul Thiessen Music Leader: Erna Friesen
Accompanist: Rosemary Bell Usher: Edward Epp

Last Sunday Char Siemens spoke of the partnerships between MCC, the Chaldean Catholic Church, the Canada
Foodgrains Bank, and locals in her report on her recent 7-week teaching assignment in Iraq.  Though secure in
her town, an hour’s travel away was the front with Daesh. Char told stories of some of the 3 million internally-
displaced refugees in Iraq, some of whose children she taught.  The words of the risen Jesus to his disciples
and friends “Peace be with you” from John 20 may be small comfort  as all stand in the face of fear every day,
but it is enough. [AP].

This recording is restricted to attenders of PGIMF for security concerns. Please see the webmaster for details.  

PGIMF News
May 8 J. Evan Kreider Giving Pt 1: To Tithe or Not To Tithe...
May 15 Andre Pekovich The Final Scapegoat 
May 22 Gerald Neufeld TBA
May 29 God: Closer than We Imagine Retreat at Camp Luther (Esther Hizsa)

PGIMF Church Retreat at Camp Luther   This is a reminder to set aside
the date of May 27-29 for our annual retreat at Camp Luther.  Planning is
underway for a contemplative event featuring spiritual director Esther
Hizsa with a series of informal and formal workshops on God: Closer than
We Imagine.   Registration begins now.  

Filming at PGIMF   This fellowship was pleased to receive notice last week
at the AGM that planning for a private film project featuring the fellowship
is underdway.  It’s intended to show some aspects of worship and
community of this special congregation to preserve its memory for
posterity.  To help, financially support or express your concerns about this
project, please see Rosie Perera.

Laurel Borisenko at Regent College   One-time PGIMFer and overseas worker Laurel Borisenko will teach a
course at Regent College this spring.  INDS 586 Forced Migration and Gospel Hope is a 1-week Regent
summer school offering that explores the movement of people due to extreme poverty, political insecurity and
lack of local solutions. This radically affects regional and global peace and stability, and is increasing platforms
for terrorism, sexual and gender violence, and human rights abuses.  How should people of God respond to
these realities?  This course surveys recent forced migrations (Syria, Somalia, Ethiopia and eastern Congo),
relates them to refugee stories, and examines the role of UN agencies and NGOs.  The causes, consequences
and responses to forced migration will be explored through themes of justice, forgiveness and resilience. 
Course takes place over five evenings, Monday May 30

th
 - Friday June 3

rd
 from 6:30 - 9:30 pm.  To register, go

to  http://www.regent-college.edu/summer/courses/spring#INDS.586   Plan also to attend the Wednesday
night free lecture also featuring Laurel and co-presenter Diane Stinton - more information later.

Summer coffee signup
Thank you to all the food
groups who made this year’s
coffee and fellowship following
the services such a success. 
Please help us carry it on
informally through the
summer, and sign up to  help
provide coffee on the signup
list at the back of the church.

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)
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Refugee Sponsorship Project  
Starting this April, PGIMF has budgeted to provide $4,800 to the West Side Churches Refugee Sponsorship
project over the 2016 fiscal year ($400/mth). If you would like to make a special offering over and above our
church budget commitment, you may designate your gift to "Refugee Sponsorship Project"; alternately, we
prefer you forward a cheque to Dunbar Heights United Church, 3525 W. 24

th
  Ave. Vancouver BC V6S 1L5.

Wider Church
MCC   responds to recent earthquakes in Ecuador, where members of many Mennonite congregations are
among 100,000 people affected by the magnitude 7.8 earthquake on April 16

th
 that killed at least 570 and

injured more than 7000.  MCC has sent disaster response coordinator David Shenk to assist IEME (?) in
assessing the need and planning the response. There are currently three service workers in Ecuador, working
with Quito Mennonite Church assisting Colombian refugees there.  Donate to this important work at
www.mcccanada.ca and follow the links to Ecuador Response.

Regent College - Summer Sampler   Can't take a course at Regent this summer? Then come for a day!  On
select Mondays  May, June, and July, spend a full day at Regent College sampling what Summer Programs are
all about. Sit in on morning and afternoon courses, take part in chapel and attend an evening lecture. Cost is
$50, and a delicious lunch is also available for $5. Sample from:
• Preaching Christ from the Old Testament with Philip Ryken (June 27) 
• Why Evangelicals Need Sacred Spaces” with Richard Mouw (July 18)
• Anglican Heritage with J.I. Packer (May 9)
For a complete list of offerings and to register:  http://www.regent-college.edu/summer/summer-samplers.   

Mennonite Church Canada Annual Assembly   Early Birds get the deal! Get discounted rates for Assembly
2016 in Saskatoon by registering before May 15: http://home.mennonitechurch.ca/saskatoon2016. Assembly
isn't just for delegates - there'll be something for everyone!

Catholic, Lutheran and Mennonite Trilateral Dialogue Commission on Baptism    Representatives of the
Catholic Church (Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity), The Lutheran World Federation, and
Mennonite World Conference met in Bogotá, Colombia, 29 February–4 March, for the fourth meeting of the
International Trilateral Dialogue Commission to develop a dialogue to address “Baptism and Incorporation into
the Body of Christ, the Church” through papers on “Living out our Baptism,” the theme of the fourth meeting. 
For more on this important work of reconciliation, including parfticipant stories, see Mennonite World
Conference at https://www.mwc-cmm.org/content/incorporation-body-christ?language=en
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Matthew 13: 1-30

1
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake. 

2
Such great crowds gathered around

him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 
3
And he told them

many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. 
4
And as he sowed, some seeds fell on

the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 
5
Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have

much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 
6
But when the sun rose, they were

scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 
7
Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns

grew up and choked them. 
8
Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold,

some sixty, some thirty. 
9
Let anyone with ears listen!’

10
 Then the disciples came and asked him, ‘Why do you speak to them in parables?’ 

11
He answered, ‘To you

it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 
12

For
to those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have
nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 

13
The reason I speak to them in parables is that “seeing

they do not perceive, and hearing they do not listen, nor do they understand.” 
14

With them indeed is
fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah that says:
“You will indeed listen, but never understand,
   and you will indeed look, but never perceive.
15

 For this people’s heart has grown dull,
   and their ears are hard of hearing,
     and they have shut their eyes;
     so that they might not look with their eyes,
   and listen with their ears,
and understand with their heart and turn—
   and I would heal them.”
16

But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. 
17

Truly I tell you, many prophets and
righteous people longed to see what you see, but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not
hear it.

18
 ‘Hear then the parable of the sower. 

19
When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not

understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on
the path. 

20
As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately

receives it with joy; 
21

yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or
persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 

22
As for what was sown

among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke
the word, and it yields nothing. 

23
But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the

word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty,
and in another thirty.’

24
 He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who

sowed good seed in his field; 
25

but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among
the wheat, and then went away. 

26
So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as

well. 
27

And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, “Master, did you not sow good seed in
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?” 

28
He answered, “An enemy has done this.” The

slaves said to him, “Then do you want us to go and gather them?” 
29

But he replied, “No; for in gathering
the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 

30
Let both of them grow together until the

harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be
burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.” ’



Matthew 13: 31-58

31
 He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took

and sowed in his field; 
32

it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.’

33
 He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in

with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’

34
 Jesus told the crowds all these things in parables; without a parable he told them nothing. 

35
This was to

fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet:
‘I will open my mouth to speak in parables;
   I will proclaim what has been hidden from the foundation of the world.’

36
 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, ‘Explain to

us the parable of the weeds of the field.’ 
37

He answered, ‘The one who sows the good seed is the Son of
Man; 

38
the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the

children of the evil one, 
39

and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age,
and the reapers are angels. 

40
Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the

end of the age. 
41

The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of
sin and all evildoers, 

42
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and

gnashing of teeth. 
43

Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone
with ears listen!

44
 ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy

he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

45
 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 

46
on finding one pearl of great

value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

47
 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind;

48
when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 

49
So

it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 
50

and
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

51
 ‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’ 

52
And he said to them, ‘Therefore every scribe who

has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his
treasure what is new and what is old.’ 

53
When Jesus had finished these parables, he left that place.

54
 He came to his home town and began to teach the people in their synagogue, so that they were

astounded and said, ‘Where did this man get this wisdom and these deeds of power? 
55

Is not this the
carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and
Judas? 

56
And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all this?’ 

57
And they took offence

at him. But Jesus said to them, ‘Prophets are not without honour except in their own country and in their
own house.’ 

58
And he did not do many deeds of power there, because of their unbelief.  [NRSV]


