
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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Frieda Epp - My Experience with God and the Word

Worship Leader: Catherine Cooper Song Leader: Curtis Funk
Accompanist: Curtis Funk Usher: Edward Epp

Last Sunday   Barbara Nickel, award-winning author & poet, shared the story of how she wrote the children’s
book, A Boy Asked the Wind (Red Deer Press, 2015). One metaphor for the Spirit of God is a breath of wind.
Everpresent, even in the most mundane moments, the Holy Spirit varies as much as the named winds of cultures
around the world (e.g. Chinook, Papagayo and Zephyr) are different in their power and warmth. She asked us: how is
the wind of the Spirit blowing change into your backyard? [KH]

Hear the message on-line at  http://pgimf.org/service/come-wind-of-the-spirit/ 

PGIMF News
October 16 Thomas Bergen Parable of the Prodigal Son
October 23 Annika Krause The Two faces of Humility
October 30 Amy Anderson Lectionary
November 5 Thomas Bergen Parable fo the Prodigal God

Wider Church
Mennonite Church BC   you are invited to the MCBC Congregational Gathering: Hearing Each Other, an important
meeting for all congregations to listen to one another as we become a faithful church in the wake of the resolution
passed at the MC Canada Assembly in Saskatoon.  Saturday, October 22, 2016 @ 9:30am (arrive at 9am for coffee) at
Emmanuel Mennonite Church (3471 Clearbrook Rd., Abbotsford)

All who love Food   Famine or Feast: Connecting Faith, Food & People in Vancouver & Beyond is an event
focussing on local food production and food security by Canadian Foodgrains Bank, A Rocha, Earthkeepers, Planted
& others.  Saturday,  October 29th from 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM at Grandview Calvary Baptist. Cost $20-30, lunch
provided.  See more details or register at http://famine-or-feast.eventbrite.ca 

Regent College    Understanding Mental Illness from the Inside with Dr. Sharon Smith and Dr. Fiona Choi, Sanctuary
Mental Health Ministries, is a workshop to learn and think holistically about the experience, behaviors and signs of
mental illness diagnoses including bipolar mood disorder, schizophrenia, general anxiety disorder, and substance
use disorder.  Attend this seminar to consider a community approach that supports individuals without stigmatizing
or creating co-dependent care structures. October 29, 2016 from 9:30 am–12:30 pm in the Great room and Regent
College.  Tickets $35-50 at
https://www.regent-college.edu/lifelong-learning/conferences/sanctuary-mental-health-workshops#understanding-
mental-illness-from-the-inside

Vancouver Cantata Singers   Be ready for the season opener for the Cantata Singers new season!  Get your tickets
for the concert Chichester Psalms - Leonard Bernstein’s lyrical modern blend, accompanied by Samuel Barber’s
Agnus Dei (featuring his famous Adagio) at Ryerson Church (2195 W. 45

th
 Ave., Vancouver) on November 5

th
 at 7:30. 

Tickets $20-$30 or get the Mennonite price by purchasing season’s tickets for all four concerts for $56-$84. 

http://www.pgimf.org
http://pgimf.org/service/paul-stevens-whats-it-all-about/
http://famine-or-feast.eventbrite.ca
https://www.regent-college.edu/lifelong-learning/conferences/sanctuary-mental-health-workshops#understanding-mental-illness-from-the-inside
https://www.regent-college.edu/lifelong-learning/conferences/sanctuary-mental-health-workshops#understanding-mental-illness-from-the-inside


Matthew 5:1-12

1
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the

mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came
to him. 

2
Then he began to speak, and taught them,

saying:

3
 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the

kingdom of heaven.

4
 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be

comforted.

5
 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

6
 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for

righteousness, for they will be filled.

7
 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8
 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

9
 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called

children of God.

10
 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for

righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

11
 ‘Blessed are you when people revile you and

persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you
falsely on my account. 

12
Rejoice and be glad, for your

reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.[NRSV]

Matthew 7:24-27

24
 ‘Everyone then who hears these words of mine and

acts on them will be like a wise man who built his
house on rock. 

25
The rain fell, the floods came, and

the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not
fall, because it had been founded on rock. 

26
And

everyone who hears these words of mine and does
not act on them will be like a foolish man who built
his house on sand. 

27
The rain fell, and the floods

came, and the winds blew and beat against that
house, and it fell—and great was its fall!’ [NRSV]

John 13: 1-20

1
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew

that his hour had come to depart from this world and
go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in
the world, he loved them to the end. 

2
The devil had

already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon
Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 

3
Jesus,

knowing that the Father had given all things into his
hands, and that he had come from God and was
going to God, 

4
got up from the table, took off his

outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 
5
Then he

poured water into a basin and began to wash the
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that
was tied around him. 

6
He came to Simon Peter, who

said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my feet?’
7
Jesus answered, ‘You do not know now what I am

doing, but later you will understand.’ 
8
Peter said to

him, ‘You will never wash my feet.’ Jesus answered,
‘Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.’
9
Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but

also my hands and my head!’ 
10

Jesus said to him, ‘One
who has bathed does not need to wash, except for
the feet,* but is entirely clean. And you* are clean,
though not all of you.’ 

11
For he knew who was to

betray him; for this reason he said, ‘Not all of you are
clean.’

12
 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe,

and had returned to the table, he said to them, ‘Do
you know what I have done to you? 

13
You call me

Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what
I am. 

14
So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed

your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.
15

For I have set you an example, that you also should
do as I have done to you. 

16
Very truly, I tell you,

servants are not greater than their master, nor are
messengers greater than the one who sent them. 

17
If

you know these things, you are blessed if you do
them. 

18
I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I

have chosen. But it is to fulfil the scripture, “The one
who ate my bread* has lifted his heel against me.” 

19
I

tell you this now, before it occurs, so that when it
does occur, you may believe that I am he. 

20
Very truly,

I tell you, whoever receives one whom I send receives
me; and whoever receives me receives him who sent
me.’ [NRSV]



Matthew 25:31-46

31
 ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all

the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of
his glory. 

32
All the nations will be gathered before

him, and he will separate people one from another as
a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 

33
and

he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats
at the left. 

34
Then the king will say to those at his right

hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world; 

35
for I was hungry and you

gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me, 

36
I was naked and you gave me

clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in
prison and you visited me.” 

37
Then the righteous will

answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? 

38
And when was it that we saw

you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave
you clothing? 

39
And when was it that we saw you sick

or in prison and visited you?” 
40

And the king will
answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one
of the least of these who are members of my family,
you did it to me.” 

41
Then he will say to those at his left

hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 

42
for

I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty
and you gave me nothing to drink, 

43
I was a stranger

and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not
give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not
visit me.” 

44
Then they also will answer, “Lord, when

was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger
or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of
you?” 

45
Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just

as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you
did not do it to me.” 

46
And these will go away into

eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal
life.’ [NRSV]

Call to Worship

From the eagles’ aerie, to the fishes’ deep –
from the colour drenched leaves, to the rain drenched street
with our lips, with our hearts, with our hands, with our feet –

Men: we sing out, “ALLELUIA!”
Women:  we laugh out, “HOSANNA!”
All:  we shout out, “THANK YOU, LOVING GOD!”

For all that was.
For all that is.
For all that will be.
Alleluia. Hosanna! THANK YOU, LOVING GOD!

For all that we were.
For all that we are.
For all that we could be!
Alleluia. Hosanna! THANK YOU, LOVING GOD!

So, together we sing…
Let it be.
Together we say…
May it always be so.
Together we shout…
AMEN!



Responsive Thanksgiving Communion Service

We come to this table with thankful hearts.
Why do we give thanks at this table?
We give thanks because God has invited us here!
All God’s children are invited to the Lord’s supper.
We come humbly to the table,
knowing that we have not earned our way here,
but are invited, guests at this feast of love. 

Why do we eat at this table?
We eat at this table to remember
that on the night before Jesus died, he ate with his friends.
Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it,
he broke it and gave it to them saying,
“Take, eat.  This is my body given for you.
Each time you do this, remember me.”

God of grace,
give us repentant hearts, forgiving hearts, clean hearts.
With thanksgiving we come to your table.
Send your Spirit upon us so that we know
that all who eat and drink in this room and around the world
are one body, one holy people,
giving thanks to you in an endless song of praise.
Thanks be to you Lord Jesus Christ,
who gave your life freely for our salvation.

[the bread is broken and distributed and eaten]

We take the cup with thankful hearts.
Why do we take the cup at this table?
We drink because that same night Jesus also took a cup,
and after giving thanks,
passed it to his friends saying,  "Drink this cup.
This cup, poured out for you, is the promise of God.
Whenever you drink it, remember me.”
Thanks  be to you Lord Jesus Christ,
who  gave your life freely for our salvation.

Our presence at this communion table is a sign.
Here  we remember the gift that is Jesus;
the gift of his  birth, his life and his death on the cross.
At this table we celebrate Christ’s resurrection.
We remember that we are waiting in hope to see Jesus again.

[the cup is distributed, we  drink together]

Let us pray together:
Thank you for inviting us to this banquet!
Help us to remember the gift we have received
and to live as brothers and sisters,
members of one family.
All praise to you Lord Jesus Christ!


