
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Potluck lunch and meeting
Please remember our potluck lunch next
week after the service and make plans to
stay for a brief meeting after lunch to
discuss the MCBC survey instrument.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

November 20
th

, 2016

Jonas Cornelsen - Eternal Mystery, Fragile Reality

Worship Leader: Jonathan Ehling Song Leader: Veronica Dyck
Accompanist: Rosemary Bell Usher: Henry Neufeld

Last Sunday  We celebrated Peace Sunday with a service of readings, reflections and prayers on the theme of Women as
Peacebuilders, led by Veronica Dyck. We heard the stories of five MCC-connected women: Jawahir Mohamed Muse, Leah
Wang, Mavis Étienne, Ruth Hill and Sheath Al Azzeh. The Lord Jesus – who called women to stand as witnesses to his life,
death and resurrection – calls all of us to be voices for peace. May we truly be people of God’s peace, as we sang in hymn
#407. [KH]

NOTE: the recording of this service is only available to borrow on CD by request to the Webmaster.

PGIMF News
November 27 Henry Neufeld Advent & Refugees / 1

st
 Advent

December 4 Sing-along Messiah 2
nd

 Advent
December 11 Steve Anonby The Christmas Gift / 3

rd
 Advent

December 18 Service of Readings and Carols,  4th Advent, Potluck Breakfast 

Upcoming Church Calendar: Please note: there will be no church
service on Christmas Day (December 25

th
) or New Year’s Day

(January 1
st
) this year, so all giving must be complete by December

18th.

Hymn Sing   You are invited to the third joint Hymn Sing with
Artisan Church on November 28

th
 at 7:00 pm in the Chapel at MSC. 

No RSVP necessary - just come with your voice!

Abendmusik    Join the Abendmusik Vesper Choir for their Advent Vespers service at 7:30 p.m. for an hour of
Choral Music for the Advent Season.  Saturday, November 26, Emmanuel Free Reformed Church (3386 Mount
Lehman Rd, Abbotsford) and Sunday, November 27, Knox United Church, 5600 Balaclava Street, Vancouver.  An
offering will be taken to support the work of the Menno Simons Centre.

MCBC Survey Please fill out and return the MCBC survey on Potential Pathways re: Being a Faithful Church 7
recommendation.  All attenders of PGIMF are asked to express their opinion as soon as possible - this is not a
binding instrument so it is not for members only. No names will be taken, and anonymous surveys may be returned
to the mailslots of Curtis Funk or Andre Pekovich

Wider Church

disPLACE: Refugee Stories in Their Own Words    Guerrillas said, “Your kids are yours until they’re 10. Then
they’re ours.”  Theatre artists at TWU have created a play that shares the real-life experiences of refugees to Canada. 
From the Mennonite immigrants who fled Europe after World War II, to the current global refugee crisis, the stories
brought to life in disPLACE offer a unique glimpse into the bonds that tie all of us together. Presented by Dark Glass
Theatre, an initiative of the Humanitas Anabaptist-Mennonite Centre at TWU.  Runs November 22 – December 3. 
For more information, email theatre @ twu.ca

Moderator—Curtis Funk (604-992-6913 ); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Congregational Care–– Lois Funk (604-992-8213);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);

Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);
Finance — Janice Kreider; Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org


Vancouver Cantata Singers   Get your tickets soon for A Christmas Reprise, the annual performance of the VCS
that evokes the wamrth and magic of the Christmas season.  A welcome break in the hurly-burly of the Advent
season, your chance to sit in Holy Rosary Cathedral and listen to beautiful voices in praise.  Tickets ($30/$20 S/S)
available now at  http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/2564439 

WCSO Goes to the Movies   The West Coast Symphony Orchestra invites you to their upcoming concerts featuring
selections of movie music from 2001: A Space Odyssey, Lord of the Rings, Avatar, Harry Potter, Star Wars and more. 
PGIMF violinist Angela Ruthven invites you to their concerts - Friday, November 25 at 8:00 pm at the Orpheum
Theatre (601 Smithe St., Vancouver) **new venue!** and Sunday, November 27, at 2:00 pm at Centennial Theatre
(2300 Lonsdale Ave, North Van).  Admission by donation at the door.

Mennonite Disaster Service   On Friday November 18, MDS is participating in Extraordinary Give, the largest day of
giving in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania where MDS is based. It is a 24-hour online giving marathon that will benefit
MDS and more than 425 other local organizations. You can participate no matter where you live.  The more MDS
donations, the more matching funds MDS will be eligible to receive from ExtraGive. Please visit the ExtraGive
(https://extragive.org/designee/mennonite-disaster-service) website to learn more and make a donation.  Note:
Canadian donors of ExtraGive will receive a U.S. receipt.  MDS appreciates your support no matter how you choose
to give. Thank you for helping people return home after disaster!

Call to Worship
 O God,
We come seeking you in our worship together.
We come to you for truth
  Because we are untrue.
We come to you for strength
  Because we are weak.
We come to you for wisdom
  Because we are unwise.
Move in our midst;
  Show us your truth, your strength, and your wisdom,
  Throught our savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN

Luke 23:33-43

33
When they came to the place that is called The Skull,

they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on
his right and one on his left.  

34
Then Jesus said,

‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they
are doing.’ And they cast lots to divide his clothing.
35

And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders
scoffed at him, saying, ‘He saved others; let him save
himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!’
36

The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and
offering him sour wine, 

37
and saying, ‘If you are the

King of the Jews, save yourself!’ 
38

There was also an
inscription over him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’

39
 One of the criminals who were hanged there 

derided him, saying, ‘Are you not the Messiah? Save
yourself and us!’ 

40
But the other rebuked him, saying,

‘Do you not fear God, since you are under the same
sentence of condemnation? 

41
And we indeed have

been condemned justly, for we are getting what we
deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing
wrong.’ 

42
Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when

you come into your kingdom.’ 
43

He replied, ‘Truly I tell
you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’ [NRSV]

Psalm 139:1-12

1
 O Lord, you have searched me and known me.

2
 You know when I sit down and when I rise up;

   you discern my thoughts from far away.
3
 You search out my path and my lying down,

   and are acquainted with all my ways.
4
 Even before a word is on my tongue,

   O Lord, you know it completely.
5
 You hem me in, behind and before,

http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/2564439
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   and lay your hand upon me.
6
 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;

   it is so high that I cannot attain it.

7
 Where can I go from your spirit?

   Or where can I flee from your presence?
8
 If I ascend to heaven, you are there;

   if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.
9
 If I take the wings of the morning

   and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
10

 even there your hand shall lead me,
   and your right hand shall hold me fast.
11

 If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me,
   and the light around me become night’,
12

 even the darkness is not dark to you;
   the night is as bright as the day,
   for darkness is as light to you. [NRSV]

Readings from Ecclesiastes

Reader 1: Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity. (1:2)

Reader 2: A generation goes, and a generation comes, but the earth remains forever. (1:4)

Reader 1: The people of long ago are not remembered, nor will there be any remembrance of people yet

to come by those who come after them. (1:11)

Reader 2: For there is no enduring remembrance of the wise or of fools, seeing that in the days to come all

will have been long forgotten. How can the wise die just like fools? (2:16)

Reader 1: The living know that they will die, but the dead know nothing; they have no more reward, and

even the memory of them is lost. (9:5)

Reader 2: [God] has made everything suitable for its time; moreover he has put a sense of past and future

into their minds, yet they cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end.

(3:11)

Reader 1: In the day of prosperity be joyful, and in the day of adversity consider; God has made the one as

well as the other, so that mortals may not find out anything that will come after them. (7:14)

Reader 2: Rejoice, young man, while you are young, and let your heart cheer you in the days of your

youth. Follow the inclination of your heart and the desire of your eyes, but know that for all

these things God will bring you into judgment. (11:9)

Reader 1: Banish anxiety from your mind, and put away pain from your body; for youth and the dawn of

life are vanity. (11:10)

Reader 2: But whoever is joined with all the living has hope, for a living dog is better than a dead lion. (9:4)

Reader 1: I said in my heart with regard to human beings that God is testing them to show that they are

but animals. For the fate of humans and the fate of animals is the same; as one dies, so dies the

other. 

Reader 2: They all have the same breath, and humans have no advantage over the animals; for all is vanity.

All go to one place; all are from the dust, and all turn to dust again. (3:18-20)

Reader 1: ...and the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the breath returns to God who gave it. (12:7)

Reader 2: Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher; all is vanity. (12:8)


