
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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th
, 2016

Henry Neufeld - Advent and Refugees
1

st
 Sunday of Advent

Worship Leader: Travis Martin Song Leader: Curtis Funk
Accompanist: Andre Pekovich Usher: Chris Skinner

Last Sunday Jonas Cornelsen spoke about the eternal mystery and fragile reality described in his favourite book,
Ecclesiastes. The eponymous author (Kohelet, Teacher in Hebrew) cries out that all is vanity – a word better
translated as vapour to represent the transient, insubstantial and sometimes foul nature of our short lifespans. On
Eternity Sunday we were reminded that while the symbols we use to remember our dearly departed may lose
meaning over time, the values of those who shaped us can touch others deeply if we recreate them in our way of
living. As we enter Advent, may the story of Jesus bring us together, because whoever is joined with all the living has
hope (Eccl. 9:4). [KH]

Hear the message in your browser at http://pgimf.org/service/eternal-mystery-fragile-reality/ 

PGIMF News
December 4 Sing-along Messiah 2

nd
 Advent

December 11 Steve Anonby The Christmas Gift / 3
rd

 Advent
December 18 Service of Readings and Carols, 4th Advent, Potluck Breakfast 
December 25 No Service Christmas Day

Hymn Sing   You are invited to the third joint Hymn Sing with Artisan Church - Monday November 28 at 7:00
pm in the Chapel at MSC.  No RSVP necessary - just come with your voice!

MCBC Survey Please fill out and return the MCBC survey on
Potential Pathways re: Being a Faithful Church 7
recommendation.  All attenders of PGIMF are asked to
express their opinion as soon as possible - this is not a
binding instrument so it is not for members only. No names
will be taken, and anonymous surveys may be returned to the
mailslots of Curtis Funk or Andre Pekovich

Wider Church
Regent College    Join Russell Iwan-Jones as he hosts a
fascinating lecture by Bill Reimer, historian and author (and manager of the Regent Bookstore)  of Revisiting
“Toronto the Good”: Violence, Religion and Culture in a Late-Victorian City, his exploration of the effects of
Christianity on social networks and violence in Victorian Toronto.  This book launce event takes place Monday,
November 28

th
 at 7:30 pm in the chapel at Regent College.  Still free parking outside!

Vancouver Cantata Singers   Last chance for tickets to A Christmas Reprise - the 14
th
 iteration of hte perennial

Cantata singers favourite concert of songs and carols for a blessed hour of peace and enjoyment in the middle
of the busy Christmas Season.  Saturday December 17

th
 at 2:00 pm at Holy rosary Cathedral (646 Richards St.,

Vancouver).  Tickets $20-$30 from www.vancouvercantatasingers.com or perhaps from members of the choir 

Abendmusik    
Join the Abendmusik Vesper Choir for their
Advent Vespers service at 7:30 p.m. for an
hour of Choral Music for the Advent Season. 
Tonight at Knox United Church, 5600
Balaclava Street, Vancouver.  An offering
will be taken to support the work of the
Menno Simons Centre.

Moderator—Curtis Funk (604-992-6913 ); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Congregational Care–– Lois Funk (604-992-8213);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);

Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);
Finance — Janice Kreider; Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://pgimf.org/service/eternal-mystery-fragile-reality/
http://www.vancouvercantatasingers.com


MC Canada   Join Emerging Voices Initiative (EVI) and Mennonite Church Canada at Columbia Bible College
(Clearwood Room) on Sunday, December 4 at 7:00, for an evening of conversation about the future of our
national and area churches, in light of the Future Directions transition process. Listen, respond, and dream
together! Everyone is invited to this event, no matter their age or knowledge of the changes facing Mennonite
Church Canada. Visit www.emergingvoiceonline.wordpress.com for more information.

Pacific Theatre   Holy Mo! A Christmas Show! is an irreverent reimagining of the Christmas Story by Lucia
Frangione featuring great energy and a questionable commitment to accuracy as three hilarious travelling
performers tell a very old story.  Warning: side effects may include laughter, mirth and awkward questions
about the existence of Santa. Runs December 2-31 at Pacific Theatre (1441 W. 12

th
 Ave. at Hemlock,

Vancouver).  Tickets $24-35 from www.pacifictheatre.org or by phone from the box office at 604-731-5518. 
See also more shows of their perennial favourite The Christmas Presence at odd dates this season. 

Isaiah 2:1-5

1
 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning

Judah and Jerusalem.

2
 In days to come

   the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
   and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
3
   Many peoples shall come and say,

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
   to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
   and that we may walk in his paths.’

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
   and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4
 He shall judge between the nations,

   and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
   and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
   neither shall they learn war any more.

5
 O house of Jacob,

   come, let us walk
   in the light of the Lord! [NRSV]

Matthew 24:36-44

36
 ‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither

the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father. 

37
For as the days of Noah were, so will be the

coming of the Son of Man. 
38

For as in those days
before the flood they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah
entered the ark, 

39
and they knew nothing until the

flood came and swept them all away, so too will be
the coming of the Son of Man. 

40
Then two will be in

the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 
41

Two

women will be grinding meal together; one will be
taken and one will be left. 

42
Keep awake therefore, for

you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.
43

But understand this: if the owner of the house had
known in what part of the night the thief was coming,
he would have stayed awake and would not have let
his house be broken into. 

44
Therefore you also must

be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an
unexpected hour. [NRSV]

http://www.emergingvoiceonline.wordpress.com
http://www.pacifictheatre.org


Selections from Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23

2
The rich and poor have this in common: the Lord is the maker of them all. 

8
 Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity,

 and the rod of anger will fall. 
9
 Those who are generous are blessed,

 for they share their bread with the poor.

22
 Do not rob the poor because they are poor

or crush the afflicted at the gate, 
23

 for the Lord pleads their cause....

Advent Candle Liturgy
First Sunday of Advent (Peace – based on Isaiah 2:1-5)  

Come and gather, O People of God! 

Let us gather at the House of the Lord!  

We await the Word, who will lead all nations. 

We await the One who will guide us in Peace.  

Let us – in peace – kindle the light of the Lord.  

Call to Worship

Come and gather, O People of God! 

Let us gather at the House of the Lord!  

We await the Word, who will lead all nations. 

We await the One who will guide us in Peace.  

Let us – in peace – kindle the light of the Lord.  

Call to Worship
Isaiah 2, Romans 13

Leader: We know what time it is—the moment to wake from sleep.

People: We awaken to greet the day, yearning for God’s peace on this earth.

Leader: Let us lay down our swords and put aside all works of darkness.

People: Let us walk in the light and live as peacekeepers. 

Leader: Let us worship our God as expectant believers. 

People: We worship with joy, knowing Christ will come! 



Bread of life Communion Service

I invite you to this table

in the name of the One who said, “I am the bread of life.”

This is the table of our Lord Jesus Christ;

it is here that we remember

how he gave his body and his blood to save us.

On the night he was betrayed our Lord Jesus Christ took bread

and after giving thanks to God

broke it and gave it to his disciples

He said, “Take, eat;

this is my body which is given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine;

and after giving thanks,

gave it to them and said,

“Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant

which is shed for you and for many

for the forgiveness of sins.

Whenever you drink it,

remember me.

Let us pray together:

Thank you Jesus, for loving us, even unto death.

Send your Spirit upon us so that we may know

that all who eat and drink at your table

in our congregation and around the world

are one body, one holy people.

Lord, give us clean hearts, forgiving hearts, praising hearts.

As we drink this, we join with our brothers in sisters in heaven and on earth,

giving thanks to you in an endless song of praise. Amen.


