
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

December 11
th
, 2016

Steve Anonby - The Christmas Gift
3

rd
 Sunday of Advent

Worship Leader: Janice Kreider Music: Curtis Funk
Usher: Henry Neufeld

Last Sunday   We held our annual rendition of Handel’s The Messiah featuring soloists, Ruth Enns at the
piano, and the attenders as the chorus in an energetic - if unsympathetic - gala service featuring the
texts from Isaiah from which the score is drawn as assembled by J. Evan Kreider. 

Note: There is no on-line post of this service but attenders are welcome to borrow the CD.

PGIMF News
December 18 Service of Readings and Carols 4th Advent, Potluck Breakfast 
December 25 No Service Christmas Day
January 1 No Service New Year’s Day
January 8 Greg Laing

MCBC Survey Please fill out and return the MCBC survey on Potential Pathways re: Being a Faithful Church 7
recommendation.  All attenders of PGIMF are asked to express their opinion as soon as possible - this is not a
binding instrument so it is not for members only. No names will be taken, and anonymous surveys may be
returned to the mailslots of Curtis Funk or Andre Pekovich

The Friday Group  Starting on January 6, 2017, we’ll be discussing spiritual journeys based on Brian McLaren’s
book, The Great Spiritual Migration. McLaren sees many people leaving the church due to frustration and
dissatisfaction with its rules beliefs, doctrines, hierarchies, and traditions. We meet in the education building
behind First Mennonite, 659 East 52 Avenue at 10:00 a.m. All are welcome.

Wider Church
Vancouver Cantata Singers   Last chance for tickets to A Christmas Reprise - the 14

th
 iteration of the perennial

Cantata Singers favorite concert of songs and carols for a blessed hour of peace and enjoyment in the middle
of the busy Christmas Season.  Saturday December 17

th
 at 2:00 pm at Holy Rosary Cathedral (646 Richards St.,

Vancouver).  Tickets $20-$30 from www.vancouvercantatasingers.com or perhaps from members of the choir.

Pacific Theatre in partnership with Gallery 7 Theatre, presents Christmas Presence in the Valley, a feast of
music and stories for the holiday season with musical guests The Kwerks, Rick Calhoun, Allen Desnoyers, & Jon
Ochsendorf, one night only: December 17, 2016 @ 8:00 PM. Matsqui Centennial Auditorium, 32315 South
Fraser Way, Abbotsford. Tickets - House of James: 604-852-3701 or online at www.pacifictheatre.org.

Film   Learn about The Last Objectors, a Mennonite Heritage Centre (MHC) Archives documentary, which
interviews WWII Conscientious Objectors about the faith that drove them to refuse arms. This film has been
garnering awards and attention across Canada and around the world: www.commonword.ca/go/836

Snow Days   Please check your e-mail by 8:30 on Sunday mornings when snow is expected to find out if the
service has been cancelled by the worship leader for that Sunday.  Worship leaders will check with people in
the area of the church to determine if it is reasonable to continue the service under such conditions.

Moderator—Curtis Funk (604-992-6913 ); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Congregational Care–– Lois Funk (604-992-8213);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);

Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);
Finance — Janice Kreider; Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://www.vancouvercantatasingers.com
http://www.pacifictheatre.org.
http://www.commonword.ca/go/836


Candle Liturgy
Third Sunday of Advent (Joy – based on Isaiah 35:1-10)

The wilderness will dance and the dry places will sing praises to God. 

When  we  see  the  glory  of  the  Lord  revealed,  we  will  be  strengthened  and saved!  

God’s peace opens our eyes.  God’s gift of hope opens our hearts. 

With joy, we will praise the promised Savior of the world! 

Let us – with joy – kindle the light of the Lord.  

Isaiah 35:1-10

Leader
1
The wilderness and the dry land shall

be glad,
   the desert shall rejoice and blossom;

Women like the crocus 
2
it shall blossom

 abundantly,
   and rejoice with joy and singing.

Men The glory of Lebanon shall be given
   to it,
   the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

All They shall see the glory of the Lord,
   the majesty of our God.

Leader
3
 Strengthen the weak hands,

   and make firm the feeble knees.
Men

4
 Say to those who are of a fearful

    heart,
   ‘Be strong, do not fear!
 Here is your God.

Leader    He will come with vengeance,
   with terrible recompense.

All    He will come and save you.’

Leader
5
 Then the eyes of the blind shall

   be opened,
   and the ears of the deaf unstopped;

Women
6
 then the lame shall leap like a deer,

   and the tongue of the speechless
   sing for joy.

Men For waters shall break forth in the
 wilderness,

   and streams in the desert;
Women

7
 the burning sand shall become

   a pool,
   and the thirsty ground springs
   of water;

Men the haunt of jackals shall become
 a swamp,
the grass shall become reeds
  and rushes.

Leader
8
 A highway shall be there,

   and it shall be called the Holy Way;
Men the unclean shall not travel on it,
All    but it shall be for God’s people;

Women    no traveller, not even fools, shall go
    astray.

Leader
9
 No lion shall be there,

   nor shall any ravenous beast
    come up on it;

Men they shall not be found there,
   but the redeemed shall walk there.

Women
10

 And the ransomed of the Lord
    shall return,
   and come to Zion with singing;

Leader everlasting joy shall be upon
  their heads;

All    they shall obtain joy and gladness,
   and sorrow and sighing shall
     flee away. [NRSV]

Matthew 11:2-6

2
 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was

doing, he sent word by his disciples 
3
and said to

him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to
wait for another?’ 

4
Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell

John what you hear and see: 
5
the blind receive their

sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have
good news brought to them. 

6
And blessed is anyone

who takes no offence at me.’ [NRSV]


