
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Church list error!
Somehow a gremlin got to Curtis
Funk’s e-mail address in the
church list - it’s actually (available
from webmaster).  Please make
the correction. 

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

January 8
th
, 2017

Greg Laing - Practicing Peace in Times of Terror
Worship Leader: Laura Eriksson Music: Erna Friesen
Accompanist: Rosemary Bell Usher: Edward Epp

Last Sunday   ...and the Sunday before that, and the Sunday before that, our services were cancelled in favour of the
desire to spend Christmas Day and New Year’s Day with other worshippers or in the company of our own families. 
Prior to that, our service of singing, carols, readings and prayers modelled on the King’s College Choir Advent
service was cancelled by snowfall. 

Several Sundays ago   Steve Anonby, one-time pastor at University Chapel, gave us the gift of a message for
Advent, beginning: “The story of Saint Nicolas is interesting, but the story of Jesus is amazing.” With (near-constant
and rapid-fire - ed.) references to Christmas carol lyrics throughout the presentation, Steve described the problem
of sin, how it separates us from God, and explained God’s plan to re-unite sinful man with a holy God through the
gift of his Son Jesus. (Truly one worth listening to twice to catch all the references - ed.)

Hear the message on your favourite browser at http://pgimf.org/service/the-christmas-gift-2016/

PGIMF News
January 15 Derek Carr The Life and Martyrdom of St. Cucufate
January 22 Jonas Cornelsen The Foolishness of the Cross
January 29 Annika Krause Lectionary
February 5 Jenna Veenbaas TBA

Old news  Well it was “new” news when we were supposed to have our
last service, but now you’ll be pleased to know that PGIMF made its church
budget by a considerable margin! 

Wider Church
Snow Days   Please check your e-mail by 8:30 on Sunday mornings when
snow is expected to find out if the service has been cancelled by the
worship leader for that Sunday.  Worship leaders will check with people in
the area of the church to determine if it is reasonable to continue the
service under such conditions.

MCBC Congregational Gathering    January 21, 2017 from 9am-Noon at Peace Mennonite Church  (11571 Daniels
Road, Richmond, BC).  The Congregational Gathering to continue to listen to one another in regards to the BFC 7
decision.  There will be coffee and pastries available throughout the morning.

Mennonite Faith & Learning Society   2017 marks 500 years since Martin Luther led the Protestant Reformation,
out of which sprang the Anabaptist/Mennonite faith.  Abraham Friesen, well known historian from California, will
speak on Menno Simons' role in the Reformation on January 27 at 7:00 pm at Emmanuel Mennonite Church (3471
Clearbrook Rd, Abbotsford).  Admission is free and more information is available at
www.mennonitefaithandlearning.net. 

MC Canada    Tune in to the Church Matters podcast for a dramatic retelling of the Christmas story from an
Indigenous perspective at http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/63/9018 

Moderator—Curtis Funk (604-992-6913 ); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Congregational Care–– Lois Funk (604-992-8213);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);

Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);
Finance — Janice Kreider; Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://pgimf.org/service/the-christmas-gift-2016/
http://www.mennonitefaithandlearning.net
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/63/9018


MCC Peace Desk    Jon Nofziger reports “During this Season of Hope, I came across this article of a literal sign of
hope.  This was the action of a Mennonite pastor in Virginia as a way to address his frustration and concern over the
rhetoric of intolerance during the extending presidential campaign in the US.  I hope you are inspired as I was.
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2016/12/09/504969049/a-message-of-tolerance-and-welcome-spreading-
from-yard-to-yard

Point Grey Ministerial Association    Here is an invitation from the churches of the Ministerial:  
On the morning of Friday, January 20th 2017 the inauguration of the USA president will take place. We are living
in turbulent and unpredictable times... the Point Grey Ministerial Association is planning an afternoon and evening
of Prayer for the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Please join us for this twofold event. The first part will be a gathering
in the afternoon from 2-4pm in the local churches in Point Grey and second part, a Pot Luck Supper beginning at
6pm at Point Grey United Church,4595 West 8th Ave, Vancouver. Our guest speaker is Mr. Jason Byassee, a teacher
at Vancouver School of Theology. The topic for discussion is: "How does our Faith inform Today's Challenging
Times". See you at OLPH (Our Lady of Perpetual Help - ed.)  at 2pm.January 20

th
 and at West Point Grey United

Church at 6pm. 
 - Father Bill Comerford 

Psalm 23

A Psalm of David.
1
 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.

   
2
He makes me lie down in green pastures;

he leads me beside still waters;
   

3
he restores my soul.

He leads me in right paths
   for his name’s sake.

4
 Even though I walk through the darkest valley,

   I fear no evil;
for you are with me;
   your rod and your staff—

   they comfort me.

5
 You prepare a table before me

   in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
   my cup overflows.
6 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

   all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
   my whole life long. [NRSV]

Matthew 5:1-10, 13-15

1
 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the

mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came
to him. 

2
Then he began to speak, and taught them,

saying:

3
 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the

kingdom of heaven.

4
 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be

comforted.

5
 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the

earth.

6
 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for

righteousness, for they will be filled.

7
 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive

mercy.

8
 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

9
 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be

called children of God.

10
 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for

righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

11
 ‘Blessed are you when people revile you and

persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you
falsely on my account. 

12
Rejoice and be glad, for

your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

13
 ‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its

taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no
longer good for anything, but is thrown out and
trampled under foot.

14
 ‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill

cannot be hidden. 
15

No one after lighting a lamp
puts it under the bushel basket, but on the
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.

[NRSV]

http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2016/12/09/504969049/a-message-of-tolerance-and-welcome-spreading-from-yard-to-yard
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2016/12/09/504969049/a-message-of-tolerance-and-welcome-spreading-from-yard-to-yard


John 14:23-27

23
Jesus answered him, ‘Those who love me will keep

my word, and my Father will love them, and we will
come to them and make our home with them.
24

Whoever does not love me does not keep my
words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but
is from the Father who sent me.

25
 ‘I have said these things to you while I am still

with you. 
26

But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach
you everything, and remind you of all that I have
said to you. 

27
Peace I leave with you; my peace I

give to you. I do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do
not let them be afraid. [NRSV]


