
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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Annika Krause - Ridiculous

Worship Leader: Veronica Dyck Music Leader: Andre Pekovich
Accompanist: Rosemary Bell Usher: Henry Neufeld

Last Sunday  Jonas Cornelsen (CMU grad and valedictorian) returned to speak about the great mystery of why God
sent Christ to be crucified for us. The wisdom of the world eloquently promotes status and self-improvement.
Competition for divine knowledge in Corinth drew the attention of Paul in his first letter to them because they pursued
climbing the church hierarchy at the expense of their fellow believers. Even atheist philosophers like Slavoj Žižek think
that as Christians we have sold ourselves short on celebrating the apparently foolish logic in such an amazing sacrifice
and powerful resurrection! [KH]

Hear the message on your favourite browser at http://pgimf.org/service/the-foolishness-of-the-cross/ 

PGIMF News
February 5 Jenna Veenbaas Paying Attention
February 12 John Klassen Martin Luther
February 19 Rev. Harold Munn Gospels
February 26 Char Siemens & Jon Nofziger Peace & Hope: Stories from the Ancient

Church

Friday Group   Our next meeting is at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, February 3 at the education building behind First
United Mennonite, 659 East 52 Avenue.  We’ll be discussing Chapter 1 of McLaren’s book, The Great Spiritual
Migration. All are welcome.

Membership    Those wishing to consider their commitment to our fellowship may wish to publicly express
that by joining the fellowship as a member.  If you would like to consider this possibility, please speak to any
member of the church board (at the bottom of this bulletin).

Nominating committee - if you would like to serve on the Nominating Committee to assist in finding new
members for church positions at the AGM in April, please see Andre.  Younger adults particularly wanted.

Wider Church
MCC   Adding up the savings in Rwanda is the story of a womens’ accountability collective whihc has put away
money in a small group for years to nourish and support each other as well as holding each other accountable. 
To support this group and others like it, or to read more, go to MCC’s website at
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/adding-savings-rwanda    

Mennonite Church BC    LEAD 2017: The Leader’s Role in Nurturing Healthy Connections for a Healthy
Community  February 24, 2017 from 1:30-5pm at Langley Mennonite Fellowship (20997 40th Avenue, Langley)
$10/person - please register with your church office.
 
MCBC Annual Gathering 2017  February 25, 2017 from 9am-5pm (sign-in at 8:30) at Emmanuel Mennonite
Church (3471 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford)   Please register with your church office.

Moderator—Curtis Funk (604-992-6913 ); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Congregational Care–– Lois Funk (604-992-8213);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);

Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);
Finance — Janice Kreider; Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://pgimf.org/service/the-christmas-gift-2016/
http://pgimf.org/service/saint-cucufate/
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/adding-savings-rwanda


PCDA Update - Property for Sale!
Kevin Hiebert, President of the Pacific Centre for Discipleship Association, informs us that the PCDA voted to proceed
with purchasing the Pentecostal property at 2026 Wesbrook Mall at UBC for the purpose of building a new "Menno
House" Mennonite student residence at UBC. There is no listing yet for the old student residence and much planning
remains to be done, but the target is to maintain the occupancy of the existing residence through April 2018.  Your
prayers are coveted as discussions begin over the future of the Centre and the congregation.

- Kevin Hiebert, President, PCDA

Regent College    You are invited to attend the 2017 Laing Lectures, featuring renowned novelist and essayist
Marilynne Robinson in a three-part series is entitled "Considering the Theological Virtues." On February 8, Dr.
Robinson will address the virtue of faith. On February 9, she will speak on the subject of hope. And on February
10, she will conclude with a consideration of that greatest of all virtues, love. We hope you will join us for what
is sure to be a rich, profound, and evocative series.  All lectures will take place from 7:30 to 9:30 pm at the
Frederic Wood Theatre at the University of British Columbia. Tickets to this event are free of charge but must
be reserved in advance.

Micah 6 : 1-8

1
Hear what the Lord says:

   Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
   and let the hills hear your voice.
2
 Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord,

   and you enduring foundations of the earth;
for the Lord has a controversy with his people,
   and he will contend with Israel.

3
 ‘O my people, what have I done to you?

   In what have I wearied you? Answer me!
4
 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt,

   and redeemed you from the house of slavery;
and I sent before you Moses,
   Aaron, and Miriam.
5
 O my people, remember now what King Balak of

Moab devised,

   what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
   that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.’

6
 ‘With what shall I come before the Lord,

   and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings,
   with calves a year old?
7
 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,

   with tens of thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
   the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’
8
 He has told you, O mortal, what is good;

   and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
   and to walk humbly with your God? [NRSV]

Psalm 15

1
 O Lord, who may abide in your tent?

   Who may dwell on your holy hill?

2
 Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right,

   and speak the truth from their heart;
3
 who do not slander with their tongue,

   and do no evil to their friends,
   nor take up a reproach against their neighbours;

4
 in whose eyes the wicked are despised,

   but who honour those who fear the Lord;
who stand by their oath even to their hurt;
5
 who do not lend money at interest,

   and do not take a bribe against the innocent.

Those who do these things shall never be moved.
[NRSV]

1 Corinthians 1:18-31

18
 For the message about the cross is foolishness to

those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God. 

19
For it is written,

‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
   and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’

20
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe?

Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made
foolish the wisdom of the world? 

21
For since, in the

wisdom of God, the world did not know God through
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our



proclamation, to save those who believe. 
22

For Jews
demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 

23
but we

proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews
and foolishness to Gentiles, 

24
but to those who are

the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of
God and the wisdom of God. 

25
For God’s foolishness

is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is
stronger than human strength.

26
 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not

many of you were wise by human standards, not
many were powerful, not many were of noble birth.

27
But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame

the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to
shame the strong; 

28
God chose what is low and

despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce
to nothing things that are, 

29
so that no one might

boast in the presence of God. 
30

He is the source of
your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom
from God, and righteousness and sanctification and
redemption, 

31
in order that, as it is written, ‘Let the

one who boasts, boast in the Lord.’ [NRSV]

Matthew 5:1-12

1
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the

mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came
to him. 

2
Then he began to speak, and taught them,

saying:

3
 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the

kingdom of heaven.

4
 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be

comforted.

5
 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

6
 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for

righteousness, for they will be filled.

7
 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8
 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

9
 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called

children of God.

10
 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for

righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

11
 ‘Blessed are you when people revile you and

persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you
falsely on my account. 

12
Rejoice and be glad, for your

reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.

[NRSV]

Call to worship 
based on Psalm 15 

As we gather to worship the God of all eternity, we ask: 
“Dare we come before God? Have we been living faithfully?” 
Holy God, we are blessed with God’s joy as we worship 
you; yet we have misgivings about our own worthiness! 

As we gather to worship the God of all beauty, we ask: 
“Dare we come before God? Have we shared God’s grace?” 
Holy God, we are blessed with God’s gracious mercy as 
we witness to you; but do we always trust in God’s guidance? 

As we gather to worship the God of all love and compassion, 
we ask: “Dare we come before God? And what is there within 
us that encourages our response to our Redeeming God’s love?” 

Holy God, we are all blessed with God’s forgiving compassion—and so we 
commit ourselves to worshipping God; to witnessing to God’s glory; and to 
serving God and the world - where we are.  
Amen.  

http://www.thetimelesspsalms.net/w_resources/epiphany4[4]a_2014.htm


