
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

PGIMF E-mail Mail List
If you aren’t already signed up to
receive e-mails from PGIMF about
important events, you can sign up at
http://mail.pgimf.org/mailman/listinfo/
pgimf-all_pgimf.org

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

October 23
rd

, 2016

Annika Krause - Blessings Raining Down and Rising Up

Worship Leader: Laura Eriksson Song Leader: Catherine Cooper
Accompanist: Rosemary Bell Usher: Henry Neufeld

Last Sunday  Thomas Bergen spoke on the parable of the prodigal sons (plural). As a self-portrait of our excessive
and wasteful living, the story of the younger son tells us that even if we search for love in all the wrong places, we
can come to our senses and be welcomed back by a compassionate Father. As an image of our competitive jealousy,
like that of the Pharisees, the elder son resented the total forgiveness offered to all sinners. Henri Nouwen
interpreted the parable as a challenge and invitation to hear God's voice of love and return home. [KH]

Hear the message on-line at  http://pgimf.org/service/parable-of-the-prodigal-sons-2016/ 

PGIMF News
October 30 Amy Anderson Lectionary
November 5 Thomas Bergen Parable of the Prodigal God
November 13 Peace Sunday Service of readings and prayers
November 20 Jonas Cornelsen Ecclesiastes

PGIMF church list is now available on-line at the church website in the
members area, and printed copies are available in the back of the
church by the mailboxes.  There are several new entries.  Please note,
the mailboxes will be reorganized shortly so please make sure you look
in the correct one. 

Potluck Sunday Next Sunday our service will be followed by potluck. 
We expect a few guests so please bring your favourite dish for a crowd
and a little extra.  Our potluck lunch will be followed by a
Congregational Meeting so please make plans to stay and give us your thoughts.

Upcoming Church Calendar: Please note: there will be no church on Christmas Day (December 25
th

) or New Year’s
Day (January 1

st
) this year, so all giving must be complete by December 18th.

Wider Church
MCC-BC    The gift of relief helps MCC respond quickly in times of conflict or disaster and supports long-term
rebuilding and recovery that bring hope months or years after a crisis. It provides comforters and other needed
items to people like Remas, a Syrian refugee in Jordan.  You can partner with us to help people rebuild their lives
when you give $30 (provides basic supplies for families in need), $75 (provides food for a family for a month ) or
$250 (provides shelter materials for a family in winter).

Regent College   Each year, one Regent student travels to the Holy Land courtesy of the Conway Holy Land Travel
Bursary. The purpose of the bursary, generously endowed by Dr. John Conway, is to enable that student to engage
in inter-religious dialogue and explore issues of peace and justice. Corey Janz is a musician, and theology and arts
student at Regent. He was thrilled to be this year’s recipient. Corey wrote about his experiences in the Holy Land on
his blog at https://medium.com/@cojanz/.  Come hear Corey give us a taste of his experience in Israel on Thursday
Oct 27 at 11:30 am at Regent College. All are welcome to attend.

Moderator—Curtis Funk (604-992-6913 ); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Congregational Care–– Lois Funk (604-992-8213);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);

Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);
Finance — Janice Kreider; Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://mail.pgimf.org/mailman/listinfo/pgimf-all_pgimf.org
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http://www.pgimf.org
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Snow Days
This weekly reminder asks you to check your e-mail by 8:30 on Sunday mornings when snow is expected or has

fallen, to find out if the service has been cancelled.  The worship leader for each Sunday will be responsible for

checking the conditions (walks shovelled, road conditions, etc.) in the area of the church with an appropriate

person (residence coordinators or other church members in West Point Grey) and will "call off" the service as

decided in their sole discretion.

Website of the week
We don’t ordinarily promote secular websites,
but this article on The Walrus is fascinating.
https://thewalrus.ca/mennonite-pride/ 

CM   As a Canadian Mennonite subscriber you can receive the latest complete issue of the magazine by e-mail. This
is a good option if you change your mailing address regularly, if you want to save paper, if you’re moving overseas,
or if you prefer to read your magazines online. Send your e-mail address to the office@canadianmennonite(dot)org
to subscribe to the digital version.  Those who are not currently receiving the CM and wish to, please see Andre.

Humanitas   The Humanitas Anabaptist-Mennonite Centre at TWU invites you to an evening of poetry prose and
photography with Connie T. Braun. On Friday October 28

th
 from 7:00 - 8:30 pm, her lecture “Refuge/e and

Be/Longing: A Shared Migration: Poetry, Photography and Art” shares the experience of the Mennonite migration
story in juxtaposition with those of newcomers to Canada today. Free admission; doors open at 6:30 pm for viewing
exhibits. All welcome and refreshments will be served. Event host: Mennonite Heritage Museum (1818 Clearbrook
Rd, Abbotsford).  For more information, please see 
http://humanitascentre.org/event/refugee-and-belonging-a-shared-migration-poetry-photography-and-art

Mennonite Historical Society of BC   The MHSBC presents its Annual Fundraising Event A Small Sign of Life &
Love: Letters from the Soviet Union During the Khrushchev Thaw on Sunday, November 13th at 3:00 pm at King
Road MB Church (32068 King Road, Abbotsford) followed by
faspa and dessert.  Tickets are $10.00 and available from the
office at 604-853-6177 or online at www.mhsbc.com. 
Everyone welcome!

Book Launch   Pastor, author and educator Gary Yamasaki
has published a new book, Insights from Filmmaking for
Analyzing Biblical Narrative, released under Fortress Press. 
Come learn from Gary how to better read the biblical text. 
Tuesday Nov. 1, at 10:00 am in the Clearwood Room, Columbia Bible College (2940 Clearbrook Rd, Abbotsford). 
More at:  http://fortresspress.com/product/insights-filmmaking-analyzing-biblical-narrative

Psalm 65

1
Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion; and to you shall

vows be performed,

2
O you who answer prayer! To you all flesh shall come.

3
When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us, you forgive our

transgressions.

4
Happy are those whom you choose and bring near to

live in your courts. We shall be satisfied with the
goodness of your house, your holy temple.

5
By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, O

God of our salvation; you are the hope of all the ends of
the earth and of the farthest seas.

6
By your strength you established the mountains; you

are girded with might.

7
You silence the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their

waves, the tumult of the peoples.

8
Those who live at earth’s farthest bounds are awed by

your signs; you make the gateways of the morning and
the evening shout for joy.

9
You visit the earth and water it, you greatly enrich it;

the river of God is full of water; you provide the people
with grain, for so you have prepared it.

10
You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges,

softening it with showers, and blessing its growth.

11
You crown the year with your bounty; your wagon

tracks overflow with richness.

12
The pastures of the wilderness overflow, the hills gird

themselves with joy,

13
the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, the valleys

deck themselves with grain, they shout and sing
together for joy. [NRSV]
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Joel 2:23-32

23
O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the Lord your

God; for he has given the early rain for your vindication,
he has poured down for you abundant rain, the early
and the later rain, as before. 

24
The threshing floors shall

be full of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil.
25

I will repay you for the years that the swarming locust
has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my
great army, which I sent against you. 

26
You shall eat in

plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord
your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my
people shall never again be put to shame. 

27
You shall

know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the Lord,
am your God and there is no other. And my people shall
never again be put to shame.

28
Then afterward I will pour out my spirit on all flesh;

your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old
men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see
visions. 

29
Even on the male and female slaves, in those

days, I will pour out my spirit. 
30

I will show portents in
the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and
columns of smoke. 

31
The sun shall be turned to

darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and
terrible day of the Lord comes. 

32
Then everyone who

calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved; for in
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who
escape, as the Lord has said, and among the survivors
hall be those whom the Lord calls. [NRSV]



Fact Sheet: MCC Refugee Food Bank at the Sherbrooke Mennonite Church
Janice Kreider, October 21, 2016

Though not housed in our fellowship, PGIMF has been involved with the MCC Refugee Food Bank at the
Sherbrooke Mennonite Church from the beginning. Beyond supplying food to refugees, the Thursday morning food
bank is a supportive community-building event. Connections are made over coffee and conversation, involving the
refugees, former refugees, pastors (James Wittenberg and Jorge Hoajaca), Kingcrest’s ESL program, and community
workers, supported by numerous PGIMF volunteers including:
• Edwin Hintz, the first chair of the committee, frequented the food bank to support the volunteers until he

became too ill.
• Elvira Teichroeb’s mother, Helen Dyck, was an early and long-time volunteer, leading moderator Don

Teichroeb to solicit PGIMF’s financial and personal support.
• Annie Funk volunteered for many years.
• Current volunteers include Catherine Cooper, Janice Kreider, and Hannelore Schowalter.

The food bank’s current budget of $16,000 relies on donations from individuals and churches, on an annual
contribution of $5,000 from MCC, and for some years on its carry-over balance. PGIMF has donated $1,200 annually
for many years.  However, the client list has greatly increased in the last year, the cost of groceries continues to rise,
and now the carry-over balance is gone.

Though Program Chair Shirley Hsu plans to ask MCC for a larger contribution, more support is needed.  Past
fundraisers included surplus sales from Linens & Things, and FUMC Spanish Church’s various efforts, but are too
few.  The last place the food bank can turn to is to churches and individuals.  At the last PGIMF church board
meeting, the discussion included increasing the church’s giving, but the board elected to encourage individual
donors to show their support by donating to  Sherbrooke Mennonite Church Refugee Food Bank (please note
exact wording!) and giving it to one of the current volunteers, or mailing it to 

Sherbrooke Mennonite Church
7155 Sherbrooke St.

Vancouver, BC V5X 4E3

You are welcome to drop in and see what is happening. Thank you for your support and generosity!

2Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18

6
As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation,

and the time of my departure has come. 
7
I have fought

the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the
faith. 

8
From now on there is reserved for me the crown

of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge,
will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to
all who have longed for his appearing.

[...]

16
At my first defense no one came to my support, but all

deserted me. May it not be counted against them! 
17

But
the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that
through me the message might be fully proclaimed and
all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the
lion’s mouth. 

18
The Lord will rescue me from every evil

attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be
the glory forever and ever. Amen. [NRSV]

Luke 18:9-14

9
He also told this parable to some who trusted in

themselves that they were righteous and regarded
others with contempt: 

10
“Two men went up to the

temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax
collector. 

11
The Pharisee, standing by himself, was

praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other
people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax
collector. 

12
I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my

income.’ 
13

But the tax collector, standing far off, would
not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast
and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 

14
I tell

you, this man went down to his home justified rather
than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be
humbled, but all who humble themselves will be
exalted.” [NRSV]


