
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

...and Baby makes Three!
One-time PGIMFers Carl and Carolyn
welcomed Lexi (Alexia) to their family
on September 19

th
 at 9-and-2.... 

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

November 6
th
, 2016

Thomas Bergen - Parable of the Prodigal God

Worship Leader: Curtis Funk Song Leader: Angela Ruthven
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Erika Hannan

Last Sunday   Amy Anderson (Regent College grad) spoke from the lectionary texts of Habakkuk and 2
Thessalonians. The minor prophet boldly asked God the hard questions about why injustice and violence are
allowed to continue. The Lord’s answer is a promise, not one of immediate fulfillment. Our calling is to live in a
hopeful state of unsatisfaction (rather than a cynical state of dissatisfaction) with faith that God is good and faithful
to restore peace and justice at the appointed time. [KH]

Listen to her message in your favourite browser at http://pgimf.org/service/habakkuk-living-with-the-questions/ 

PGIMF News
November 13 Peace Sunday Service of readings and prayers
November 20 Jonas Cornelsen Ecclesiastes
November 27 Henry Neufeld Refugees / 1

st
 Advent

December 4 Sing-along Messiah 2
nd

 Advent

Upcoming Church Calendar: Please note: there will be no church
on Christmas Day (December 25

th
) or New Year’s Day (January 1

st
)

this year, so all giving must be complete by December 18th.

The Friday Group   is planning an event at the Ladner United
Church (4960-48th Ave., Ladner) on Friday, November 18 at 10:30
a.m.  The group will meet in the sanctuary and have Rev. Jim Short
speak about their recently renovated sanctuary.  Then Jim’s wife Kathy will explain the labyrinth in the church
auditorium to the group, and those who wish may walk the labyrinth.  The event should finish about noon. 
Please let Henry Neufeld know if you plan to participate so the church can be advised of numbers to expect. 
Free parking on the street. 

Hymn Sing   You are invited to the third joint Hymn Sing with Artisan Church on November 28
th
 at 7:00 pm in

the Chapel at MSC.  No RSVP necessary - just come with your voice!

Wider Church
Mennonite Historical Society of BC   The MHSBC presents its Annual Fundraising Event A Small Sign of Life &
Love: Letters from the Soviet Union During the Khrushchev Thaw on Sunday, November 13th at 3:00 pm at
King Road MB Church (32068 King Road, Abbotsford) followed by faspa and dessert.  Tickets are $10.00 and
available from the office at 604-853-6177 or online at www.mhsbc.com.  Everyone welcome!

Indigenous Relations - a new study guide   Order Yours, Mine, Ours:  Unravelling the Doctrine of Discovery –
a rich new resource from Mennonite Church Canada’s Indigenous Relations.  Available from CommonWord –
www.commonword.ca/go/702 

Moderator—Curtis Funk (604-992-6913 ); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Congregational Care–– Lois Funk (604-992-8213);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);

Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);
Finance — Janice Kreider; Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://pgimf.org/service/paul-stevens-whats-it-all-about/
http://pgimf.org/service/blessings-raining-down-and-rising-up/
http://pgimf.org/service/habakkuk-living-with-the-questions/
http://www.mhsbc.com
http://www.commonword.ca/go/702


From the Yang family
Dear Henry and Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship,

We have safely made it back to Korea! During our time in Vancouver thank you so much for giving us a big and warm
welcome. All of us are spending the days trying to organize and close up our lives here in Korea - it's been very busy.
Our biggest concern was our 2 dogs and 3 cats! It was the biggest task to organize their move. One of the dogs
actually weighs too much so he’s on a diet in order for him to get on the plane.

Myself and another one of our family member will be touching down on Vancouver on the 22nd of November. Another
group of us will be going on November 24th and finally my father and mother will be landing on December 8

th
.  The

current plan is for all 9 of us to visit on the Sunday morning service of December 11th, 2016 as we will all have landed
and moved in. Please keep us in our prayers until we arrive as there are many documents, visa, moving, etc. to do until
that date.

Warm regards,
Chan

Theatre of the Beat   On Nov. 25, the critically acclaimed drama troupe, Theatre of the Beat will present
Forgiven/Forgotten at Killarney Park MB Church (6426 Kerr St, Vancouver).  This thought-provoking play
explores Restorative Justice & how Christians are called to respond to those in need.  This fast-paced drama
follows a family after they learn that an individual recently released from prison is interested in joining their
church. The play artfully engages audiences in concepts of Restorative Justice and the unique power church
communities have to heal people and relationships harmed by crime.  Free admission.

Regent College Housing Office   The Regent College Admissions Office is looking for willing hosts to provide
free housing and local telephone use for up to one week (between December 1 and January 15) for incoming
students while they search for permanent housing. Meals are not expected (but welcome nonetheless!). If
you’re interested in offering this service, please contact Amy Wen no later than November 18th at
604-221-3355, or (e-mail available from webmaster).  Thank you! 

MC Canada Event   Join Emerging Voices Initiative (EVI) and Mennonite Church Canada, on Sunday, December
4 @ Columbia Bible College, Abbotsford, at 7:30, for an evening of conversation about the future of our
national and area churches. Come with your questions, concerns and dreams for the future. We are excited to
listen, to respond, and to dream together! Everyone is invited to this event, no matter their age or knowledge
of the changes facing Mennonite Church Canada. More information at 
https://emergingvoiceonline.wordpress.com/ 

Luke 6:31-38

31
Do to others as you would have them do to you.

32
“If you love those who love you, what credit is that

to you? Even sinners love those who love them.
33

And if you do good to those who are good to you,
what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that.
34

And if you lend to those from whom you expect
repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners
lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. 

35
But

love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to
them without expecting to get anything back. Then
your reward will be great, and you will be children

of the Most High, because he is kind to the
ungrateful and wicked. 

36
Be merciful, just as your

Father is merciful.

37
“Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not

condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive,
and you will be forgiven. 

38
Give, and it will be given

to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken
together and running over, will be poured into your
lap. For with the measure you use, it will be
measured to you.” [NIV]

http://www.commonword.ca/go/702
https://emergingvoiceonline.wordpress.com/


Luke 15:1-32

1
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all

gathering around to hear Jesus. 
2
But the Pharisees

and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man
welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

3
Then Jesus told them this parable: 

4
“Suppose one

of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them.
Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open
country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?
5
And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his

shoulders 
6
and goes home. Then he calls his friends

and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me;
I have found my lost sheep.’ 

7
I tell you that in the

same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven
over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine
righteous persons who do not need to repent.

8
“Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and

loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep the
house and search carefully until she finds it? 

9
And

when she finds it, she calls her friends and
neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I
have found my lost coin.’ 

10
In the same way, I tell

you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels
of God over one sinner who repents.”

11
Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two

sons. 
12

The younger one said to his father, ‘Father,
give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his
property between them.

13
“Not long after that, the younger son got together

all he had, set off for a distant country and there
squandered his wealth in wild living. 

14
After he had

spent everything, there was a severe famine in that
whole country, and he began to be in need. 

15
So he

went and hired himself out to a citizen of that
country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs.
16

He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that
the pigs were eating, but no one gave him
anything.

17
“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many

of my father’s hired servants have food to spare,
and here I am starving to death! 

18
I will set out and

go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have
sinned against heaven and against you. 

19
I am no

longer worthy to be called your son; make me like
one of your hired servants.’ 

20
So he got up and

went to his father.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw
him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran
to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed
him.

21
“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against

heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to
be called your son.’

22
“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring

the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his
finger and sandals on his feet. 

23
Bring the fattened

calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 
24

For
this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was
lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.

25
“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When

he came near the house, he heard music and
dancing. 

26
So he called one of the servants and

asked him what was going on. 
27

‘Your brother has
come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the
fattened calf because he has him back safe and
sound.’

28
“The older brother became angry and refused to

go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him.
29

But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years
I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your
orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat
so I could celebrate with my friends. 

30
But when this

son of yours who has squandered your property
with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened
calf for him!’

31
“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me,

and everything I have is yours. 
32

But we had to
celebrate and be glad, because this brother of
yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and
is found.’” [NIV]



Fact Sheet: MCC Refugee Food Bank at the Sherbrooke Mennonite Church
Janice Kreider, October 21, 2016

Though not housed in our fellowship, PGIMF has been involved with the MCC Refugee Food Bank at the Sherbrooke
Mennonite Church from the beginning. Beyond supplying food to refugees, the Thursday morning food bank is a
supportive community-building event. Connections are made over coffee and conversation, involving the refugees,
former refugees, pastors (James Wittenberg and Jorge Hoajaca), Kingcrest’s ESL program, and community workers,
supported by numerous PGIMF volunteers including:
• Edwin Hintz, the first chair of the committee, frequented the food bank to support the volunteers until he

became too ill.
• Elvira Teichroeb’s mother, Helen Dyck, was an early and long-time volunteer, leading moderator Don

Teichroeb to solicit PGIMF’s financial and personal support.
• Annie Funk volunteered for many years.
• Current volunteers include Catherine Cooper, Janice Kreider, and Hannelore Schowalter.

The food bank’s current budget of $16,000 relies on donations from individuals and churches, on an annual
contribution of $5,000 from MCC, and for some years on its carry-over balance. PGIMF has donated $1,200 annually
for many years.  However, the client list has greatly increased in the last year, the cost of groceries continues to rise,
and now the carry-over balance is gone.

Though Program Chair Shirley Hsu plans to ask MCC for a larger contribution, more support is needed.  Past
fundraisers included surplus sales from Linens & Things, and FUMC Spanish Church’s various efforts, but are too few. 
The last place the food bank can turn to is to churches and individuals.  At the last PGIMF church board meeting, the
discussion included increasing the church’s giving, but the board elected to encourage individual donors to show
their support by donating to  Sherbrooke Mennonite Church Refugee Food Bank (please note exact wording!) and
giving it to one of the current volunteers, or mailing it to 

Sherbrooke Mennonite Church
7155 Sherbrooke St.

Vancouver, BC V5X 4E3

You are welcome to drop in and see what is happening. Thank you for your support and generosity!

CALL TO WORSHIP 
(Taken from Psalm 145 in the Rev.Eng.Bible)

I shall extol you, my God and King;
And bless your name for ever and ever.

Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise;
God’s greatness is beyond all searching out.

One generation will commend your works to the next, and set forth your mighty deeds.
People will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty.

The Lord is gracious and compassionate, long-suffering and ever faithful;
The Lord’s compassion rests upon all his creatures.

In all his promises the Lord keeps faith;
The Lord supports all who stumble and raises all who are bowed down.

The Lord is near to all who call to him, to all who call to him in sincerity;
He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; he hears their cry for help and saves them.

All:  My tongue will declare the praises of the Lord, and all people will bless his holy
name for ever and ever.


