
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Recital   
Please come support PGIMFer Ryan Esau in
his year-end recital March 7th at 8:00 pm in
the Roy Barnett Recital Hall (otherwise
known as the UBC Music Building).

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org               E-mail: info@pgimf.org

March 5, 2017
Thomas Bergen - Cruciformity

Worship Leader: Laura Eriksson Music Leader: Catherine Cooper
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Chris Skinner

Last Sunday    In a joint sermon by Jon Nofziger and Char Siemens, we heard stories of fellow Christians whose
church history in the Middle East is ancient.  John talked about his learning tour to Lebanon in May 2016 to see the
MCC’s partnerships with churches in and around Syria, and Char spoke about returning to Iraq for 18 weeks. The
burdens of daily life vary for displaced peoples depending on their ethnicity and material resources, but mercy and
grace abound amidst many struggles. Despite much exhaustion and poverty, the practicalities of peace are being
lived out, one meal at a time. The light of Christ shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it (John
1:5). [KH]

Hear the message on your favourite browser at https://pgimf.org/service/peace-and-hope-stories-from-the-ancient-church/ 

PGIMF News
March 5 Thomas Bergen Cruciformity
March 12 J. Evan Kreider Lent II
March 19 TBA Lent III
March 26 TBA Lent IV

Abendmusik   Join the Abendmusik Vesper Choir at 7:30 p.m. for an hour of Choral Vespers for the season of
Lent.  Saturday, March 11, 2017, Emmanuel Free Reformed Church, 3386 Mount Lehman Road, Abbotsford, and
Sunday, March 12, 2017, St. Philip's Anglican Church, 3737 West 27th Avenue, Vancouver (note the location
change!)  All donations go to support the Menno Simons Centre.

Church retreat at Camp Luther   Thank you to all the
volunteers who have offered their help to put on the next
church retreat at Camp Luther May 26-28.  We’re looking for a
theme, activities and even more people to help put on the
event.  See Diane or Andre for more information. 

Anabaptism: Beliefs and Practices. PGIMF offers a free 10
week course beginning Thursday, March 9 at 7:30 p.m. The class
will meet weekly at the Menno Simons Centre. All are welcome. Class size is limited. Annika Krause will be the
instructor. Contact Curtis Funk to reserve your place. See the flyer in your mailbox.

Wider Church
Regent College   Two public lectures deal with the subject of the Reformer Martin Luther: Evangelical Mystic?
as Reformation scholar Dr. Ron Rittgers explores the impact of Reformation doctrine and practice on early
modern European culture and our world today.  Two lectures on March 16

th
 in the Chapel at Regent College -

11:zaam - 12:30 pm on Secularization through Solace, and the second from 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm on Martin Luther
as mystic.  Free admission, all welcome.  

Moderator—Curtis Funk (604-992-6913 ); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Congregational Care–– Lois Funk (604-992-8213);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);

Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);
Finance — Janice Kreider; Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
http://pgimf.org/service/saint-cucufate/


West Point Grey “Lenten Prayer Series
Wednesdays at noon, for ½ hour, soup and bread lunch afterward (most weeks)

Lenten Prayer Vigils
March 8 - St. “Anselm’s Anglican Church, 5210 University Blvd
March 15 - West Piont Grey United Church, 4595 W. 8

th
 Ave

Mar 22 - St. Helen’s Anglican Church, 4405 W. 8
th

 Ave
March 29 - Point Grey “Inter-Mennonite Fellowship, 4000 W. 11

th
 Ave.

Apr 5 - West Point Grey Baptist Church, 4509 W. 11
th

 Ave.

Earthkeepers: Christians for Climate Justice hosts a free screening of Leonardo DiCaprio’s film Before the
Flood (about the impacts of climate change) on Saturday, March 11 at 7:00pm, at Grandview Calvary Baptist
Church. Reserve tickets at:
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/before-the-flood-film-screening-hosted-by-earthkeepers-tickets-31851182745

Coming to Vancouver: disPLACE: Refugee Stories in Their Own Words is a theatre event  created from
interviews with refugees conducted last summer by Angela Konrad (TWU theatre chair) and includes powerful
stories of resilience attended by original music composed and performed by the talented TWU theatre
students. Two performances at The Cultch (1895 Venables St., Vancouver) on Sunday, March 5, at 3:00 and
8:00 pm. Tickets ($15/$20) are available at www.thecultch.com/tickets.  A Dark Glass Theatre production

Scriptures

Hymn of Cruciformity in Philippians 2:5-11

“In your relationships with one another, have the
same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very
nature

 
God, did not consider equality with

God something to be used to his own advantage
(cruciform power); rather, he made himself
nothing by taking the very nature

 
of a servant,

being made in human likeness. (cruciform love)
And being found in appearance as a man, he
humbled himself by becoming obedient to death -
even death on a cross! (cruciform faith) Therefore
God exalted him to the highest place and gave him
the name that is above every name, that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven
and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father.” (cruciform hope)

Cruciform Power in 1 Corinthians

“For the message of the cross is foolishness to
those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God.  For the foolishness
of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the

weakness of God is stronger than human
strength.” (1:18)… God chose the foolish things of
the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak
things of the world to shame the strong so that no
one may boast before Him.” (1:27)… “For I resolved
to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus
Christ and him crucified. I came to you in
weakness with great fear and trembling. My
message and my preaching were not with wise and
persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the
Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not rest on
human wisdom, but on God’s power.” (2:2-5)…
“For it seems to me that God has put us apostles on
display at the end of the procession, like those
condemned to die in the arena. We have been
made a spectacle… We are fools for Christ, but
you are so wise in Christ! We are weak, but you
are so strong!” (4:8-10)… “You have become
arrogant, as if I were not coming to you. But I will
come to you very soon, if the Lord is willing, and
then I will find out not only how these arrogant
people are talking, but what power they have.”
(4:18-19)… It is actually reported that there is sexual
immorality among you, and of a kind that even
pagans do not tolerate: A man is sleeping with his
father’s wife. And you are proud! Shouldn’t you
rather have gone into mourning and have put out
of your fellowship the man who has been doing
this? I have already passed judgment in the name

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/before-the-flood-film-screening-hosted-by-earthkeepers-tickets-31851182745
http://www.thecultch.com/tickets.


of our Lord Jesus on the one who has been doing
this. So when you are assembled, and the power of
our Lord Jesus is present, hand this man over to
Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his
spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord. Your
boasting is not good.” (5:1-6)

Cruciform Power in 2 Corinthians

“For just as we share abundantly in the
sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort abounds
through Christ. If we are distressed, it is for your
comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for
your comfort, which produces in you patient
endurance of the same sufferings we suffer… We do
not want you to be uninformed, brothers and
sisters, about the troubles we experienced in the
province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far
beyond our ability to endure, so that we
despaired of life itself. Indeed, we felt we had
received the sentence of death. But this happened
that we might not rely on ourselves but on God,
who raises the dead. He has delivered us from
such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us again. On
him we have set our hope that he will continue to
deliver us.” (1:3-10)… “This all-surpassing power is
from God and not from us. We are hard pressed on
every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in
despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck
down, but not destroyed. We always carry around
in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life
of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. For
we who are alive are always being given over to
death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be
revealed in our mortal body.” (4:8-11) “Therefore, in
order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was
given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to
torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to
take it away from me. But he said to me, “My grace
is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect
in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more
gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s
power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s
sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when
I am weak, then I am strong.” (12:7-10)

Cruciform Faith in Galatians

“The Lord Jesus Christ gave himself for our sins to

set us free (1:4)… We know that a person is justified
not by the works of the law but through the faith
of Jesus Christ (2:16)… I have been crucified with
Christ and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ
who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I
live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me
by giving himself for me (2:19-20)… For in Christ
Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision
counts for anything; the only thing that counts is
faith working through love… (5:6) For you were
called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not
use your freedom as an opportunity for self-
indulgence, but through love become slaves to one
another. For the whole law is summed up in a
single commandment, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.”(5:13-14)… “Those who
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with
its passions and desires…” (5:24) “May I never boast
of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by which

 
the world has been crucified to

me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is
everything!”

Cruciform Faith in Romans

“Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have obtained access to this
grace in which we stand (5:1)… Do you not know
that all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we
have been buried with him by baptism into death,
so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by
the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in
newness of life. For if we have been united with him
in a death like his, we will certainly be united with
him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old
self was crucified with him so that the body of sin
might be destroyed, and we might no longer be
enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from
sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that
we will also live with him. We know that Christ,
being raised from the dead, will never die again;
death no longer has dominion over him. The death
he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he
lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ
Jesus. Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal
body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer
any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of
wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as
those who have been brought from death to life;
and offer every part of yourself to him as an



instrument of righteousness. For sin shall no longer
be your master, because you are not under the
law, but under grace. (6:3-14)… “Now to him who is
able to establish you in accordance with my gospel,
the message I proclaim about Jesus Christ…so that
all the Gentiles might come to the obedience
that comes from faith - to the only wise God be
glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen. (16:25-
27)

Cruciform Hope in Romans

“If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had
something to boast about—but not before God.”
(4:2)… Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed
and so became the father of many nations. Without
weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his
body was as good as dead (4:18-19) …so we boast
in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but
we also glory in our sufferings, because we know
that suffering produces perseverance;
perseverance, character; and character, hope. And
hope does not put us to shame.” (5:2-4) “For if we
have been united with Christ in a death like his, we
will certainly also be united with him in a
resurrection like his... (6:5) If you live according to
the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to
death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. For
those who are led by the Spirit of God are the
children of God. (8:13-14) Now if we are children,
then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with
Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in
order that we may also share in his glory. I
consider that our present sufferings are not
worth comparing with the glory that will be
revealed in us… (8:17-18) “We ourselves, who have
the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we
wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the
redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope
for what we do not yet have, we wait for it
patiently.” (8:23-25) “And we know that in all things
God works for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to his purpose. For
those God foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might
be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.
And those he predestined, he also called; those he
called, he also justified; those he justified, he also
glorified.” (8:28-30) “For everything that was
written in the past was written to teach us, so that
through the endurance taught in the Scriptures
and the encouragement they provide we might

have hope.” (15:4)

Cruciform Hope in 1 Corinthians

“As you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to
be revealed, He will also keep you firm to the end,
so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord
Jesus Christ. (1:7-8)… We declare God’s wisdom, a
mystery that has been hidden and that God
destined for our glory before time began. None
of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they
had, they would not have crucified the Lord of
glory. However, as it is written: “What no eye has
seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human
mind has conceived” — the things God has
prepared for those who love him… But we have
the mind of Christ.” (2:7-9, 16) “Everyone who
competes in the games goes into strict training.
They do it to get a crown that will not last, but we
do it to get a crown that will last forever.” (9:25)
“For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror;
then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part;
then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.”
(13:12-13) “By this gospel you are saved, if you
hold firmly to the word I preached to you.
Otherwise, you have believed in vain. For what I
received I passed on to you as of first importance:
that Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised
on the third day according to the Scriptures, and
that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the
Twelve.” (15:2-5) Now if there is no resurrection…
why do we endanger ourselves every hour? I die
daily… If I fought wild beasts in Ephesus with no
more than human hopes, what have I gained? If
the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, for
tomorrow we die.” (15:29-32) “As in Adam all die,
so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in turn:
Christ, the first fruits; then, when he comes, those
who belong to him. Then the end will come…”
(15:22-23) “So will it be with the resurrection of the
dead: the body that is sown is perishable, it is
raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is
raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised
in power.” (15:42-43) “Therefore, my dear brothers
and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you.
Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord,
because you know that your labor in the Lord is not
in vain.” (15:58)



Cruciform Love in 1 Corinthians

“Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know
that “all of us possess knowledge.” Knowledge puffs
up, but love builds up. (8:1) “The Lord as
commanded that those who preach the gospel
should receive their living from the gospel. But I
have not used any of these rights. On the contrary,
we put up with anything rather than hinder the
gospel of Christ… (9:14-15) “I have the right to do
anything,” you say—but not everything is
beneficial. “I have the right to do anything”—but
not everything is constructive. No one should seek
their own good, but the good of others (10:23-
24)…. So whether you eat or drink or whatever you
do, do it all for the glory of God. Do not cause
anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the
church of God— even as I try to please everyone in
every way. For I am not seeking my own good but
the good of many, so that they may be saved.
Follow my example, as I follow the example of
Christ.” (10:31-11:1) Love is patient, love is kind. It
does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It
does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking”
(13:5) Follow the way of love and eagerly desire
gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy (14:1)... “The
one who prophesies speaks to people for their
strengthening, encouraging and comfort. Anyone
who speaks in a tongue builds themselves up, but
the one who prophesies builds up the church.
(14:3) “Let all that you do be done in love.” (16:14)

Cruciform Love in Romans

“To all in Rome who are loved by God and called
to be his holy people… God’s love has been
poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit,
who has been given to us.” (5:5)… “But God
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (5:8)… “While
we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to
him through the death of his Son.” (5:10)… What,
then, shall we say in response to these things? If
God is for us, who can be against us? He who did

not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us
all—how will he not also, along with him,
graciously give us all things?” (8:31-32)… “Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble
or hardship or persecution or famine or
nakedness or danger or sword?” (8:35)… No, in all
these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us.” (8:37)… Therefore, I
urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s
mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and
proper worship… (12:1) Love must be sincere. Hate
what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to
one another in love. Honor one another above
yourselves. (12:9-10). Share with the Lord’s people
who are in need. Practice hospitality. Bless those
who persecute you; bless and do not curse.”
(12:13-14)… Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be
careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. If
it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at
peace with everyone. Do not take revenge, my
dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it
is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says
the Lord.” (12:17-19)… “Let no debt remain
outstanding, except the continuing debt to love
one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled
the law.” (13:8) “For none of us lives for ourselves
alone, and none of us dies for ourselves alone. If
we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we
die for the Lord.” (14:8)… “Therefore let us stop
passing judgment on one another. Instead, make
up your mind not to put any stumbling block or
obstacle in the way of a brother or sister.” (14:13)…
“If your brother or sister is distressed because of
what you eat, you are no longer acting in love.
Do not by your eating destroy someone for whom
Christ died… (14:15) “We who are strong ought to
bear with the failings of the weak and not to please
ourselves. Each of us should please our
neighbors for their good, to build them up.  For
even Christ did not please himself but, as it is
written: “The insults of those who insult you have
fallen on me.” (15:1-3) “May God give you the same
attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus
had…” (15:5) “Accept one another, then, just as
Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to
God.” (15:7) 

Wisdom Corner

If you are more fortunate than others, build a longer table, not a taller fence.


