
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Correction
Lois Funk’s phone is not

as printed in the

directory.  It should be

(redacted)

West Point Grey Lenten Prayer Vigils
Wednesdays at noon, for ½ hour, soup and bread lunch afterward (most weeks)

March 29 - Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship, 4000 W. 11
th
 Ave.

Apr 5 - West Point Grey Baptist Church, 4509 W. 11
th
 Ave.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

March 26, 2017
Toward a Liberation Theology of Disability

A Reading from Dr Carl Gregg

Worship Leader: Michael Despotovich Music Worship: Curtis Funk
Usher: Erika Hannan

Last Sunday    For the 3rd Sunday of Lent, Jonas Cornelsen (CMU alumnus), spoke on how water is inseparable
from dignity and salvation. Salvation can be defined as the full restoration of personal freedom to serve God alone.
Human rights overlap with salvation in requiring a minimal level of sustenance for dignity, as the Israelites reminded
Moses in the parched wilderness (Exodus 17). Jesus invited the Samaritan Woman at the Well (John 4) to recognize
water as a symbol of Christ’s life-giving alternative to oppressive social systems. Let us not despair in our search to
be refreshed! [KH]

Hear the message on your favourite browser at https://pgimf.org/service/water-dignity-and-salvation/ 

PGIMF News
April 2 Dr. Nasir Zaidi Moral and Spiritual Messages of Jesus Christ in

Islamic Resources
April 9 Laura Eriksson Lent VI
April 16 Service of songs & Prayers Easter Sunday
April 23 Greg Laing Missions Today

Anabaptism: Beliefs and Practices. The 10 week course in Anabaptist Beliefs
and Practices led by youth leader Annika Krause continues Thursdays at the
Menno Simons Centre at 7:30 pm.  All are welcome but class size is limited.
Contact Curtis Funk to reserve your place.

In Memoriam   Today we think of the Kreiders, particularly Evan and his
brothers, as they mourn the loss and celebrate the life of their mother  Virginia Stalter Kreider who passed
away Monday in Goshen, IN at 95. Blessed are those who die in the Lord . . . that they may rest from their
labours . . . and their works will follow after them.

Wider Church

Women's Inspirational Day 2017  Marlene Kropf – author of the “Faith Travels” Bible Study Guide walks us
through Lamentations 3:22-24 in a workshop entitled Who Am I Now? Trusting God In Life's Transitions.  Cost:
$20 includes lunch, Saturday, May 6 from 10am-2:30pm (Sign-in & Coffee at 9:30am) at Emmanuel Mennonite
Church (3471 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford).  Register at the door or at: www.mcbc.ca/womens-ministry

Moderator—Curtis Funk (604-992-6913 ); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Congregational Care–– Lois Funk (604-992-8213);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);

Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);
Finance — Janice Kreider; Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://pgimf.org/service/saint-cucufate/
http://www.mcbc.ca/womens-ministry


A Lenten Retreat 2017: Esther Hisza invites you to a spiritual retreat Praying with Jesus through the
Landscapes of Life.  Join Soulstream spiritual directors Mei Chang, Marcia Fretheim and Rod Janz Saturday April
1 for a retreat offering instruction, periods of silence and contemplation, and reflective group sharing using
three different prayer practices. Runs 9:00 am - 2:30 pm, at St. Stephen the Martyr Anglican Church (9887
Cameron St. Burnaby). Cost $50, lunch provided.  For more information or to register see
https://soulstream.org/lenten-retreat-2017/

BCMB Convention the BCMB annual convention and AGM will be held April 28-29, 2017 at Columbia Bible
College in Abbotsford. The theme this year is: All we need in Christ (John 15:7).  Registration now available at
www.bcmb.org.  Cost to attend will be $35/per person for both days.  A Celebration banquet will be hosted on
the Friday evening, which is included in the registration fee.

Panic Squad   Last chance for tickets to the Mennonite Church BC Fundraiser this week March 31st at
Emmanuel Mennonite and April 1st at Sherbrooke Mennonite (7155 Sherbrooke St., Vancouver).  Improv
comedy ast its best, and good fun for the family.  Tickets $20-$10/ Students (to age 21) and free for 10-and-
under.  Tickets from Andre or Sherbrooke Church.   

Mennonite Disaster Service MDS still serves Canadians in Fort McMurray, AB - from May 14 onward there are
weekly volunteer opportunities for groups of six (6) maximum. Volunteers needed through the summer
months.  MDS volunteers will build basements in Fort McMurray, with the houses being built in Saskatoon, SK.  
See more at https://www.mds.mennonite.net/volunteer/ 

Islam at a Glance A free public program presented by the Dunbar Public Library (4155 Dunbar St.) features
Islamic scholar Mohammed Shujaath Ali exploring facts and myths, offer insights and answer questions about
Islam.  Wednesday March 29

th
 from 6:00 - 7:30 pm, no registration required.  For more information 604-655-

3968

John 9:1-41

1
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth.

2
His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man

or his parents, that he was born blind?’ 
3
Jesus

answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned;
he was born blind so that God’s works might be
revealed in him. 

4
We must work the works of him who

sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one
can work. 

5
As long as I am in the world, I am the light

of the world.’ 
6
When he had said this, he spat on the

ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the
mud on the man’s eyes, 

7
saying to him, ‘Go, wash in

the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). Then he went
and washed and came back able to see. 

8
The

neighbours and those who had seen him before as a
beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to
sit and beg?’ 

9
Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were

saying, ‘No, but it is someone like him.’ He kept
saying, ‘I am the man.’ 

10
But they kept asking him,

‘Then how were your eyes opened?’ 
11

He answered,
‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my
eyes, and said to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I
went and washed and received my sight.’ 

12
They said

to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’

13
 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had

formerly been blind. 
14

Now it was a sabbath day when

Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 
15

Then the
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received
his sight. He said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes.
Then I washed, and now I see.’ 

16
Some of the

Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, for he does
not observe the sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How can a
man who is a sinner perform such signs?’ And they
were divided. 

17
So they said again to the blind man,

‘What do you say about him? It was your eyes he
opened.’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’

18
 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind

and had received his sight until they called the
parents of the man who had received his sight 

19
and

asked them, ‘Is this your son, who you say was born
blind? How then does he now see?’ 

20
His parents

answered, ‘We know that this is our son, and that he
was born blind; 

21
but we do not know how it is that

now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes.
Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.’ 

22
His

parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews;
for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out
of the synagogue. 

23
Therefore his parents said, ‘He is

of age; ask him.’

http://www.bcmb.org
https://www.mds.mennonite.net/volunteer/


24
 So for the second time they called the man who

had been blind, and they said to him, ‘Give glory to
God! We know that this man is a sinner.’ 

25
He

answered, ‘I do not know whether he is a sinner. One
thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.’
26

They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How did
he open your eyes?’ 

27
He answered them, ‘I have told

you already, and you would not listen. Why do you
want to hear it again? Do you also want to become
his disciples?’ 

28
Then they reviled him, saying, ‘You are

his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 
29

We know
that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we
do not know where he comes from.’ 

30
The man

answered, ‘Here is an astonishing thing! You do not
know where he comes from, and yet he opened my
eyes. 

31
We know that God does not listen to sinners,

but he does listen to one who worships him and
obeys his will. 

32
Never since the world began has it

been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person

born blind. 
33

If this man were not from God, he could
do nothing.’ 

34
They answered him, ‘You were born

entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?’ And
they drove him out.

35
 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when

he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of
Man?’ 

36
He answered, ‘And who is he, sir? Tell me, so

that I may believe in him.’ 
37

Jesus said to him, ‘You
have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’
38

He said, ‘Lord, I believe.’ And he worshipped him.
39

Jesus said, ‘I came into this world for judgement so
that those who do not see may see, and those who do
see may become blind.’ 

40
Some of the Pharisees near

him heard this and said to him, ‘Surely we are not
blind, are we?’ 

41
Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind,

you would not have sin. But now that you say, “We
see”, your sin remains. [NRSV]

1 Samuel 16:1-13

1
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve

over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over
Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send
you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for
myself a king among his sons.” 

2
Samuel said, “How

can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the
Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have
come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 

3
Invite Jesse to the

sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and
you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.”
4
Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to

Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him
trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 

5
He

said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord;
sanctify yourselves and come with me to the
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and
invited them to the sacrifice.

6
When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought,

“Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.”
7
But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his

appearance or on the height of his stature, because I

have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as
mortals see; they look on the outward appearance,
but the Lord looks on the heart.” 

8
Then Jesse called

Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He
said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 

9
Then

Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither
has the Lord chosen this one.” 

10
Jesse made seven of

his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to
Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.”
11

Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And
he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is
keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send
and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes
here.” 

12
He sent and brought him in. Now he was

ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome.
The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the
one.” 

13
Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and

anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the
spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that
day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

[NRSV]


