
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Church retreat at Camp Luther
Registration is now open for the PGIMF church retreat at Camp Luther Fri.-Sun. May 26-28.  This year’s
retreat focuses on our Aboriginal Neighbours, the Sto:lo nation on whose land Camp Luther sits.  A native
elder has been invited to be with us, greet and welcome us, and bless our assembly as we hold a blanket
exercise which will teach us the Indigenous rights history we’re rarely taught.  The Blanket Exercise covers
over 500 years of history in a one and a half hour participatory workshop followed by a talking circle at
which participants can question or share what they’ve learned. 

We will have icebreaker exercises and a cake to begin, the blanket exercise on Saturday morning,
recreation, games and tours on Saturday afternoon, and a screening of Rosie Perera’s film about PGIMF on
Saturday evening followed by travelogue stories.  Your full participation is desired - please see the
registration form for all the activities and ways you can sign up.  The retreat is subsidized by PGIMF so
please do not let anything stop you from participating. 

For more information see the PGIMF website or the Retreat committee - Diane Ehling, Chan Yang and
Andre Pekovich
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Catherine Cooper - Transitions
Worship Leader: Laura Eriksson Music Worship: Angela Ruthven
Accompanist: Ruth Enns     Usher: Edward Epp

Last Sunday   Spiritual director Esther Hizsa challenged us to stop judging and gossiping about certain
people who seem hard to love, but instead treat them graciously, as Jesus told us in Matthew 5:43-48. We
also heard Jesus say that we shall (will) love our neighbours as ourselves. May the Spirit help us grow in the
spiritual practices which awaken us to the reality that all are equally loved by God. [KH]

A selection of quotations from Esther's message can be downloaded at
https://pgimf.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Sermon-quotes-PGIMF-May-7-2017.docx 

Listen to the podcast of the message in your favourite browser at  https://pgimf.org/service/loving-certain-people/ 
 
PGIMF News
May 21 J. Evan Kreider Lectionary / Membership Sunday
May 28 Retreat at Camp Luther Our Aboriginal Neighbours
June 4 Henry Neufeld Touched by the Spirit
June 11 Jonas Cornelsen Lectionary

Sherbrooke Food Bank   Please be reminded of the need for the Sherbrooke Food Bank.  PGIMF accepts
donations for the Food Bank as a way of identifying our full support for this mission.  Cheques should be
made out to PGIMF with “Sherbrooke Refugee Food Bank” in the Memo line. 

Church List   The church list has now been released and you are invited to pick up a copy on-line in the
member’s section at www.pgimf.org or at the back of the church. 

Moderator—Curtis Funk (604-992-6913 ); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Congregational Care–– Lois Funk (604-992-8213);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);

Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);
Finance — Janice Kreider; Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)
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mailto:info@pigmf.org
https://pgimf.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Sermon-quotes-PGIMF-May-7-2017.docx
https://pgimf.org/service/loving-certain-people/
http://www.pgimf.org


Wider Church
MCC MCC has a new video and article on its website outlining the beginnings of MCC from Orie Miller,
Clayton Kratz and Arthur Slagel providing food and transportation in Ukraine and Russia to the modern day. 
See it at www.mcccanada.org/stories and see where the needs are greatest when you donate at
www.mcccanada.org/donate or at 604-857-0111

Regent College   Your full attention will be gained when you hear that Rod Wilson, former preseident of
Regent College, and a clinical psychologist will speak on Money Sex and Power: Are Freud and Jesus in
Sync?  reflecting on the powerful drives that bring us closer and separate us from God.  Wednesday May 17
from 7:30 - 9:00 pm in the Chapel at Regent College.  All welcome, free admission.

ReFrame Workshop Join scholar James Houston and business consultant Christopher Houston as they
explore how the roots of our uniquely Christian identity and the social demands of business can equip us to
participate with Christ in his reshaping of business "for goodness' sake."  The workshop runs from 9:30 am
to 4:00 pm on Friday and Saturday, May 26, 27, includes lunch, and costs $225.  For more information or to
register, see http://www.regent-college.edu/about-us/events/ 

In memoriam    We pause a moment to remember the life of Alan Kreider: scholar, preacher, teacher, peace
evangelist, mentor and love-struck disciple of Jesus (Sara Wenger Shenk) who passed away May 8

th
 at the

age of 75.  Alan’s cousin Evan Kreider was present at his end and asks us to remember the loss to the family
and the community, and especially to his wife Eleanor. A complete bio and article is available on the AMBS
website at  http://bit.ly/2pK3hVY

1 Samuel 8: 4-22

4
 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and

came to Samuel at Ramah, 
5
and said to him, ‘You

are old and your sons do not follow in your ways;
appoint for us, then, a king to govern us, like other

nations.’ 
6
But the thing displeased Samuel when

they said, ‘Give us a king to govern us.’ Samuel

prayed to the Lord, 
7
and the Lord said to Samuel,

‘Listen to the voice of the people in all that they say

to you; for they have not rejected you, but they
have rejected me from being king over them. 

8
Just

as they have done to me, from the day I brought
them up out of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and

serving other gods, so also they are doing to you.
9
Now then, listen to their voice; only—you shall

solemnly warn them, and show them the ways of
the king who shall reign over them.’

10
 So Samuel reported all the words of the Lord to

the people who were asking him for a king. 
11

He
said, ‘These will be the ways of the king who will

reign over you: he will take your sons and appoint
them to his chariots and to be his horsemen, and to

run before his chariots; 
12

and he will appoint for
himself commanders of thousands and

commanders of fifties, and some to plough his
ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his

implements of war and the equipment of his
chariots. 

13
He will take your daughters to be

perfumers and cooks and bakers. 
14

He will take the
best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards

and give them to his courtiers. 
15

He will take
one-tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and

give it to his officers and his courtiers. 
16

He will take
your male and female slaves, and the best of your

cattle and donkeys, and put them to his work. 
17

He
will take one-tenth of your flocks, and you shall be

his slaves. 
18

And in that day you will cry out because
of your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves;

but the Lord will not answer you in that day.’

19
 But the people refused to listen to the voice of

Samuel; they said, ‘No! but we are determined to

have a king over us, 
20

so that we also may be like
other nations, and that our king may govern us and

go out before us and fight our battles.’ 
21

When
Samuel had heard all the words of the people, he

repeated them in the ears of the Lord. 
22

The Lord
said to Samuel, ‘Listen to their voice and set a king

over them.’ Samuel then said to the people of
Israel, ‘Each of you return home.’

[NRSV]
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Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

1
 For everything there is a season, and a time for

every matter under heaven:
2
 a time to be born, and a time to die;

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is
planted;
3
 a time to kill, and a time to heal;

a time to break down, and a time to build up;
4
 a time to weep, and a time to laugh;

a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
5
 a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather

stones together;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from
embracing;
6
 a time to seek, and a time to lose;

a time to keep, and a time to throw away;
7
 a time to tear, and a time to sew;

a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
8
 a time to love, and a time to hate;

a time for war, and a time for peace. [NRSV]

Sending

Leader: Go in love,
People: For love alone endures.
Leader: Go in peace
People: for it is the gift of God.
Leader: Go in safety
People: for we cannot go where God is not.

May God bless and keep you,
May the very face of God shine on you

and be gracious to you.
May God’s presence embrace you

and give you peace.

Quote of the day:

Be ready
at all times

for the gifts of God
and always 
for the new.

- Meister Eckart                      


