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Scriptures for Today
Isaiah 61:1-11

Psalm 126
John 1:6-8, 19-28

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Luke 7:36-50
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Al McKay - Called to Relationship
Worship Leader: Paul Thiessen Music Worship: Ann Marie Mossman
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Henry Neufeld

Last Sunday   Annika Krause (AMBS grad and Sherbrooke member) returned to

celebrate the 2nd Sunday of Advent with us. The wilderness is both a place of

hardship and a quiet place to encounter God. The good news in Mark 1 links the

prophecy of Isaiah 40 to John the Baptizer preparing the way of the LORD by calling

for repentance out of the desert. Will we as people of the Kingdom strive to be at

peace and make righteousness at home (come naturally)? May our Advent

preparations be more than simply remembering the birth of Christ. [KH]

  The message can be heard in your favourite browser at  https://pgimf.org/service/waiting-expectantly-2017/  

PGIMF News  - Upcoming Services
December 24 Service of Readings and Songs Potluck Christmas Breakfast
December 31 ***No Service Today***
January 7 J. Evan Kreider Lead Us Not Into Temptation
January 14 Henry Klippenstein Part 1

Treasurer’s note   Please note this is the last Sunday for donations.

Advent 3 – The House of Joy - Ezra 1:1-4, 3:1-4; 10-13

One  O send out your light and your truth;
Let them lead me;
Let them bring me to your holy hill 
And to your dwelling. 
Then I will go to the altar of God, 
To God my exceeding joy;
And I will praise you with the harp, 
O God, my God

MANY We feel it!
One The days are shorter, but the lights burn brighter
MANY We're listening. We're eager to hear good news
One We've gathered together in the House of Joy 
MANY We're here to praise God with our voices
One we're here to praise God with beautiful music
MANY We're here to praise God with all we have
One Today we light the candle of joy
ALL We worship God with exceeding joy 

Moderator—Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Congregational Care–– Lois Funk (604-992-8213);  Recording Secretary--- Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007);

Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Janice Kreider (604-228-1217); Chan Yang (778-681-1475);

Finance — Doug Medley (604-328-2980); Congregational Co-ordinator — Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627)

http://www.pgimf.org
https://pgimf.org/service/called-by-name-named-by-call/


Isaiah 61:1-11

1
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me,

   because the Lord has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
   to bind up the broken-hearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
   and release to the prisoners;
2
 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour,

   and the day of vengeance of our God;
   to comfort all who mourn;
3
 to provide for those who mourn in Zion—

   to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
   the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
   the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.
4
 They shall build up the ancient ruins,

   they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
   the devastations of many generations.

5
 Strangers shall stand and feed your flocks,

   foreigners shall till your land and dress your vines;
6
 but you shall be called priests of the Lord,

   you shall be named ministers of our God;
you shall enjoy the wealth of the nations,

   and in their riches you shall glory.
7
 Because their shame was double,

   and dishonour was proclaimed as their lot,
therefore they shall possess a double portion;
   everlasting joy shall be theirs.

8
 For I the Lord love justice,

   I hate robbery and wrongdoing;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
   and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
9
 Their descendants shall be known among the nations,

   and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
   that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.
10

 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,
   my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
   he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
   and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11

 For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
   and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring
up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
   to spring up before all the nations. [NRSV]

Psalm 126

Leader
1
 When the Lord restored the fortunes of

Zion,

Many    we were like those who dream.
2
 Then our mouth was filled with

laughter,

Leader    and our tongue with shouts of joy;

Many then it was said among the nations,

Leader    ‘The Lord has done great things for

them.’

Many
3
 The Lord has done great things for

us,

   and we rejoiced.

Leader
4
 Restore our fortunes, O Lord,

Many    like the watercourses in the Negeb.

Leader
5
 May those who sow in tears

Many    reap with shouts of joy.

Leader 6 Those who go out weeping,   

bearing the seed for sowing,

All shall come home with shouts of joy,

   carrying their sheaves.  [NRSV]



John 1:6-8, 19-28

6
 There was a man sent from God, whose name was

John. 
7
He came as a witness to testify to the light, so

that all might believe through him. 
8
He himself was

not the light, but he came to testify to the light.

[...]

19
 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews

sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him,
‘Who are you?’ 

20
He confessed and did not deny it, but

confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ 
21

And they asked
him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’
‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ 

22
Then they

said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for

those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’
23

He said,
‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
“Make straight the way of the Lord” ’,
as the prophet Isaiah said.

24
 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 

25
They

asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you are
neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’
26

John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among
you stands one whom you do not know, 

27
the one who

is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong
of his sandal.’ 

28
This took place in Bethany across the

Jordan where John was baptizing. [NRSV]

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

16
Rejoice always, 

17
pray without ceasing, 

18
give thanks

in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you. 

19
Do not quench the Spirit. 

20
Do not

despise the words of prophets, 
21

but test everything;
hold fast to what is good; 

22
abstain from every form of

evil.

23
 May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely;

and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound
and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
24

The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.
[NRSV]

Luke 7:36-50

36
 One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him,

and he went into the Pharisee’s house and took his
place at the table. 

37
And a woman in the city, who was

a sinner, having learned that he was eating in the
Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment.
38

She stood behind him at his feet, weeping, and
began to bathe his feet with her tears and to dry them
with her hair. Then she continued kissing his feet and
anointing them with the ointment. 

39
Now when the

Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he said to
himself, ‘If this man were a prophet, he would have
known who and what kind of woman this is who is
touching him—that she is a sinner.’ 

40
Jesus spoke up

and said to him, ‘Simon, I have something to say to
you.’ ‘Teacher,’ he replied, ‘speak.’ 

41
‘A certain creditor

had two debtors; one owed five hundred denarii, and
the other fifty. 

42
When they could not pay, he cancelled

the debts for both of them. Now which of them will

love him more?’ 
43

Simon answered, ‘I suppose the one
for whom he cancelled the greater debt.’ And Jesus
said to him, ‘You have judged rightly.’ 

44
Then turning

towards the woman, he said to Simon, ‘Do you see this
woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water
for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears
and dried them with her hair. 

45
You gave me no kiss,

but from the time I came in she has not stopped
kissing my feet. 

46
You did not anoint my head with oil,

but she has anointed my feet with ointment.
47

Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have
been forgiven; hence she has shown great love. But the
one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.’ 

48
Then he

said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven.’ 
49

But those who
were at the table with him began to say among
themselves, ‘Who is this who even forgives sins?’ 

50
And

he said to the woman, ‘Your faith has saved you; go in
peace.’ [NRSV]


