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Last Sunday  Steve Klassen (director of the Mark Centre in Abbotsford) gave a
dramatic presentation of the first chapter of the Gospel of Mark, and explored the
theme of being seen by a loving God. Jesus received the Holy Spirit like a dove in a
visible demonstration of God’s favourable attention, and his ministry started by
seeing the potential in each of the disciples and calling them to follow him. As the
lyrics of 1905 song suggest, “His eye is on the sparrow” and we know that God is
watching over us (Matt. 6 & 10). We were introduced to the students living in the
Menno Simons Centre for the new academic year, and a potluck barbeque followed the service. 

Hear the message in your favourite browser at https://pgimf.org/service/seen-by-a-loving-god/

PGIMF News  - Upcoming Services
September 23 Joy Rudder Stories to Share
September 30 Henry Krause Reconciliation and Orange Shirt day
October 7 Service of Readings and Prayers Thanksgiving
October 14 Janice Kreider Stories

Church Directory   Please take a moment to look at the church directory on the wall in the hall and make any
corrections to your own or anyone else’s entry you are sure of.  Newcomers and those who have attended for a
while, please take this opportunity to add your name to the list and become eligible for your own church
mailbox full of “junque mail” as well as signing on for a multitude of opportunities to participate in
congregational life and in our services.  Please note: we protect your personal information in accord with our
privacy policy available on-line at www.pgimf.org.

Book Study   You are invited to a weekly book study Wednesdays at 7:00 pm beginning September 12 on
Palmer Becker’s book Anabaptist Essentials, and takes place at Peace Mennonite Church (11571 Daniels Rd.,
Richmond) in the Fireside Room. The book is available on Amazon or at the Regent College bookstore. For
more information contact John Sawatzky at (contact info available from webmaster on request)

Wider Church
Regent College   Regent College’s Interface: series begins with a pair of evening free lectures by Alistair
McGrath.  On Tuesday September 18

th
, hear him address historic conflicts between science and religion in

Science and Faith: Conflicting or Enriching?  Return on Wednesday September 19
th
 at 7:30 pm for God, Science

and the Meaning of Life.   Join him once again at lunchtime on Thursday September 20
th
 for “scientific

theology” in the tradition of Scottish theologian John Torrance in a noon lecture entitled Torrance: The Making
of a Scientific Theologian.  Free admission to all events; more information at  https://www.regentinterface.com/

BCMB Leadership Changes   BCMB Executive Conference Minister Ron van Akker leaves BCMB staff this month
to return to Chlliwack’s Central Community Church to serve as Executive Pastor. Ron has served the Conference
with diligence and courage through a difficult season and will be greatly missed. The BCMB executive board
will be considering our staff needs this fall and your prayers are appreciated.

Moderator—Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Congregational Care–– Lois Funk (604-992-8213);  Recording Secretary--- Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007);

Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Travis Martin (604-603-7843); Chan Yang (778-681-1475);

Finance — Doug Medley (604-328-2980); Congregational Co-ordinator — Janice Kreider (604-228-1217)
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https://pgimf.org/service/seen-by-a-loving-god/
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https://www.regentinterface.com/
https://mcccanada.ca/get-involved/events


Vancouver Cantata Singers   The season begins November 10
th
 with Threnody: Requiem and Remembrance,

featuring Herbert Howells’ Requiem among other works in a concert of grief, loss and consolation.  Get your
tickets ($10-$35)  at www.vancouvercantatasingers.com or better yet, buy a Light and Darkness season-pack to
all five concerts    

Mennonite Historical Society of BC   The MHSBC hold sits annual fall fundraiser Sunday September 23
rd

 at
King Road MB Church (32068 King Rd, Abbotsford) featuring Royden Loewen (U.Winnipeg) speaking on The
Mennonite Farmer and the State: Friend or Foe in the Global Context.  Tickets $15 at the society’s office at 604-
853-6177 or on-line at www.mhsbc.com

Peace Heroes   Started in a Palestinian school in Jerusalem, this curriculum is now being piloted in ten schools
in Israel, Palestine, Kenya, south Africa, Burundi and north Iraq/Kurdistan.  Come hear Elie Pritz speak on how
the Peace Heroes project is equipping students to transform communities all over the world.  Wednesday
September 26 at 7:00 pm at St. Mary’s Church, 2490 W. 37

th
 Ave, Vancouver. 

MCC AGM   The MCC-BC Annual General Meeting takes place September 29
th
 at South Langley Mennonite

Church (20098-22nd Ave, Langley).  This important meeting requires church representation every year to
ensure our voice is heard.  Registration ($10) online at https://mcccanada.ca/get-involved/events.  Ed Epp is
one of the delegates for PGIMF and offers rides to anyone attending who can make it out to White Rock.

Postal strike?   Don’t miss your copy of Canadian Mennonite magazine in case mail delivery is interrupted
aftert the 26

th
.  Add email delivery to a print subscription. The PDF is emailed to you on the day the magazine

gets printed. To add digital delivery, please email (contact info available from webmaster) and include your
name, address and subscription number (see your mailing label; it begins with an A).

Call to Worship

Leader: Let us start this service well, by reminding ourselves:
That it is not we who chose Christ,

People: but Christ who chose us,

Leader: That we are not here because of our goodness

People: but because of Christ’s grace,

Leader: That we are not here to enlighten ourselves,

People: but to allow Christ to enlighten us,

Leader: That we have not come to be entertained

All: but to worship God with heart, soul, mind and strength.

~ written by Bruce Prewer, http://www.bruceprewer.com/
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Mark 1:1-28

1
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the

Son of God.

2
 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
   who will prepare your way;
3
 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

   “Prepare the way of the Lord,
   make his paths straight” ’,
4
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness,

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. 

5
And people from the whole

Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem
were going out to him, and were baptized by him in
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

6
Now John was

clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 

7
He

proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and
untie the thong of his sandals. 

8
I have baptized you

with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.’

9
 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee

and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
10

And just as
he was coming up out of the water, he saw the
heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a
dove on him. 

11
And a voice came from heaven, ‘You

are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’

12
 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the

wilderness. 
13

He was in the wilderness for forty days,
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts;
and the angels waited on him.

14
 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee,

proclaiming the good news of God, 
15

and saying, ‘The
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come
near; repent, and believe in the good news.’

16
 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw

Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the
lake—for they were fishermen. 

17
And Jesus said to

them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fish for people.’
18

And immediately they left their nets and followed
him. 

19
As he went a little farther, he saw James son of

Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat
mending the nets. 

20
Immediately he called them; and

they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the
hired men, and followed him.

21
 They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath

came, he entered the synagogue and taught. 
22

They
were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as
one having authority, and not as the scribes. 

23
Just

then there was in their synagogue a man with an
unclean spirit, 

24
and he cried out, ‘What have you to

do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to
destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of
God.’ 

25
But Jesus rebuked him, saying, ‘Be silent, and

come out of him!’ 
26

And the unclean spirit, throwing
him into convulsions and crying with a loud voice,
came out of him. 

27
They were all amazed, and they

kept on asking one another, ‘What is this? A new
teaching—with authority! He commands even the
unclean spirits, and they obey him.’ 

28
At once his fame

began to spread throughout the surrounding region
of Galilee. [NRSV]

In Other News....

Ontario Premier Doug Ford says he plans in invoke the “notwithstanding
clause” to defend his efforts to reduce the number of elders on local
Mennonite church boards.

“The elder boards in the Kitchener-Waterloo have ballooned in recent
years and it’s costing the people far too much in German sausages and
baked goods,” says Ford. “As of today, every Mennonite church must be
run by a committee of just two hog farmers and the church organist.”

Some have criticized the Premier for meddling where he doesn’t belong,
but Ford says he’s just doing what the good people of Ontario elected
him to do.  “These elder boards are bloated, inflated, monstrosities,” says
Ford. “I don’t see why anyone should complain about this decision. Hey,
at least I’m not selling hash.”

Ford says his decision is final and nothing will convince him otherwise, although he has still not responded to widespread
pressure for him to also downsize his bloated and inflated head. - The Daily Bonnet


