
RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts as fully as
you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted to the website. 
You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which will not be recorded.

Scriptures for Today
Genesis 17:15-19

Gen 18:1-15
Gen 21:1-8
Eccl 3:1,4
Luke 6:21

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

July 15, 2018

Rosie Perera - Quest for the Hysterical Jesus
Worship Leader: Andre the Giant (Mouth)
Music Worship: Paul, the Harmonious Healer
Accompanist: Rhythmic Rosemary, whose tones cover a multitude of sins
Door Security: Peter “The Fix” Neudorf (keeping the riff-raff in)
Ba-dum-siss: Everyone else

Last Sunday     Andrea Perrett (VST graduate) spoke about how she arrived at a
pastoral vocation after studying nutrition and then theology. By God’s grace, she
is able to integrate both as a Board member of the Presbyterian World Service &
Development because of its partnership with other Christian relief &
development organizations like the Mennonite Central Committee in the
Canadian Foodgrains Bank. Jesus’ call in John 21:15-25 for Peter to “feed my
sheep” can motivate us to participate in a Christian response to hunger. [KH]

Listen to the message at  https://pgimf.org/service/feeding-sheep/ 

PGIMF News  - Upcoming Services
July 22 Julianne Funk Creative Non-violence
July 29 Jeremy Funk God the Human Being
August 5 John Hodges TBA
August 12 John Klassen A History Lesson

PGIMF-ers ‘Feeding Sheep’   Information from last Sunday’s talk showed both experience and interest in
supporting the work of the Foodgrains Bank by multiplying the efforts of farm-related suppliers, farmers and
non-farm donors (that’s you!) through MCC’s Grow Hope campaign.  If you would like to work together to
support a project in this campaign, please talk to Walter Quiring.

New book   PGIMF’s prolific writer of family history, Helmut Lemke, has a new book out - Slipping the Noose 
- which is the story of Mennonite flight from traditional lands in what is now Poland. Slipping the Noose
describes two events at the end of World War II in Germany:

 - in the first, a Mennonite family quickly pack the bare necessities in horse drawn wagons and flee the
pursuing Russian Army for two months in the coldest winter in memory, suffering hardships and receiving
kindnesses, as they trek through war-torn Germany to safety in the West.  Childhood memories and
customs of her Mennonite ancestors add detail and the difficulties of starting new careers in the West is a
timeless story of refugees everywhere.  
 - in the second story, a young Mennonite starts on a daring journey from a military hospital in western
Germany to his home village in East Prussia in search of his mother.  Tales of life-threatening
confrontations with Russian soldiers who now occupy his home village contrast with stories of how God
guided and protected him even after expulsion from the farm by the new Polish authorities and an escape
from a forced journey to a labour camp.  

See Helmut for your copy

Moderator—Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Congregational Care–– Lois Funk (604-992-8213);  Recording Secretary--- Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007);

Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Janice Kreider (604-228-1217); Chan Yang (778-681-1475);

Finance — Doug Medley (604-328-2980); Congregational Co-ordinator — Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627)

http://www.pgimf.org
https://pgimf.org/service/faithful-and-unruly/
https://pgimf.org/service/feeding-sheep/n
https://foodgrainsbank.ca/grow-hope-cfgb/


Wider Church
Regent College Public lectures    Hear Rikk Watts present humans as God’s agents in the design of his
kingdom in the lecture Doing “Theology” as Design - as God Originally Intended? on Monday July 16

th
 at 7:30

pm.  Return on Wednesday July 18
th
 to the Chapel at Regent College for a discussion of time, prayer and

mission with Sarah Williams in a lecture entitled The Spirituality of Time.  All lectures free.

Housing wanted   The Regent College Student Housing Services seeks hosts to provide free housing and local
telephone use for up to one week (between July 1 and September 15) for incoming students while they search
for permanent housing. Meals are not expected (but welcome nonetheless!).  Please contact the housing
coordinator at housing@regent-college.edu if you can help. 

Book Launch   You are invited to the Vancouver book launch of Unsettling the Word, a new collection of
essays restorative theology addressing indigenous peoples.  This book was created by Mennonite Church
Canada’s Indigenous-Settler Relations Program, and edited by Steve Heinrichs.  Even takes place at Vancouver
School of Theology (6015 Walter Gage Rd, Vancouver) on Friday, July 20th beginning at 7:00 pm.

Mennonite Heritage Museum   When driving back and forth along Highway 1 this summer, take the
Clearbrook Rd. exit to visit the museum gallery where a selection of quilts by Lois A. Klassen is on display all
summer.  Stars and Dark Matter is the third series she has worked on in which quilts are made by appliquéing
scraps onto a black background. Her fabric art has appeared on the cover of a book of poems by local writer
Robert Martens, and was included in the April/May 2018 issue of Quilting Arts magazine.  10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Mon-Sat at the Mennonite heritage museum (1818 Clearbrook Rd., Abbotsford).  Read more about Lois’s work
at https://www.smore.com/1w67d 

MB Herald   This issue of the MB Herald on-line has articles and details on the breakout sessions from the
Canadian Conference Gathering held earlier this month.  Minute-by-minute reporting address issues such as
trust in conference relationships, the ‘Multiply’ sessions, and a change in the calling of MBs in Canada.  See
them all at www.mbherald.ca

Genesis 17:15-19

15
 God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you

shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 
16

I
will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by
her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations;
kings of peoples shall come from her.’ 

17
Then

Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said to
himself, ‘Can a child be born to a man who is a

hundred years old? Can Sarah, who is ninety years
old, bear a child?’ 

18
And Abraham said to God, ‘O that

Ishmael might live in your sight!’ 
19

God said, ‘No, but
your wife Sarah shall bear you a son, and you shall
name him Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him
as an everlasting covenant for his offspring after him.

[NRSV]

Genesis 18:1-15

1
The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of

Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the
heat of the day. 

2
He looked up and saw three men

standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from
the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to
the ground. 

3
He said, ‘My lord, if I find favour with

you, do not pass by your servant. 
4
Let a little water be

brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves
under the tree. 

5
Let me bring a little bread, that you

may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass

on—since you have come to your servant.’ So they
said, ‘Do as you have said.’ 

6
And Abraham hastened

into the tent to Sarah, and said, ‘Make ready quickly
three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make
cakes.’ 

7
Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf,

tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who
hastened to prepare it. 

8
Then he took curds and milk

and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before
them; and he stood by them under the tree while they
ate.
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9
 They said to him, ‘Where is your wife Sarah?’ And he

said, ‘There, in the tent.’ 
10

Then one said, ‘I will surely
return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall
have a son.’ And Sarah was listening at the tent
entrance behind him. 

11
Now Abraham and Sarah were

old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah
after the manner of women. 

12
So Sarah laughed to

herself, saying, ‘After I have grown old, and my

husband is old, shall I have pleasure?’ 
13

The Lord said
to Abraham, ‘Why did Sarah laugh, and say, “Shall I
indeed bear a child, now that I am old?” 

14
Is anything

too wonderful for the Lord? At the set time I will
return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a
son.’ 

15
But Sarah denied, saying, ‘I did not laugh’; for

she was afraid. He said, ‘Oh yes, you did laugh.’
[NRSV]

Genesis 21:1-8

1
The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the

Lord did for Sarah as he had promised. 
2
Sarah

conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at
the time of which God had spoken to him. 

3
Abraham

gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him.
4
And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was

eight days old, as God had commanded him.

5
Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac

was born to him. 
6
Now Sarah said, ‘God has brought

laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with
me.’ 

7
And she said, ‘Who would ever have said to

Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have
borne him a son in his old age.’ [NRSV]

Ecclesiastes 3:1,4

1
For everything there is a season, and a time for every

matter under heaven:
2
 a time to be born, and a time to die;

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is
  planted;

3
a time to kill, and a time to heal;

a time to break down, and a time to build up;
4
 a time to weep, and a time to laugh;

a time to mourn, and a time to dance; [NRSV]

Luke 6:21b, 25b

21
‘Blessed are you who weep now,

   for you will laugh. 
[ ... ]

25
‘Woe to you who are laughing now,

   for you will mourn and weep. [NRSV]

Call to Worship
(based on Psalm 126 - NRSV)

It seemed like a dream
too good to be true,

   when God returned Zion’s exiles.
We laughed, we sang,

   we couldn’t believe our good fortune.
We were the talk of the nations—
    “God was wonderful to them!”

God was wonderful to us;
    we are one happy people.

And now, God, do it again—
    bring rains to our drought-stricken lives
Fill our vineyards with your harvest

let your crop of righteousness
   be gathered into our lives

Be blessing to us in our worship of you this day.

[NRSV]



Verses
Author: George W. Cooke

1
I've got the joy, joy, joy, joy,
Down in my heart,
Down in my heart,
Down in my heart;
I've got the joy, joy, joy, joy,
Down in my heart,
Down in my heart to stay.

2
I've got the peace that passeth understanding,
Down in my heart,
Down in my heart,
Down in my heart;
I've got the peace that passeth understanding,
Down in my heart,
Down in my heart to stay.

3
I've got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus,
Down in my heart,
Down in my heart,
Down in my heart;
I've got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus,
Down in my heart,
Down in my heart to stay.

4
For there is therefore now no condemnation,
Down in my heart,
Down in my heart,
Down in my heart;
For there is therefore now no condemnation,
Down in my heart,
Down in my heart to stay.

Source: Lead Me, Guide Me (2nd ed.) #384


