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May 19, 2019

John Nofziger - Greetings and Encouragement From Columbia

Worship Leader: Janice Kreider Music Worship: J. Evan Kreider
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Edward Epp

Last Sunday  Gareth Brandt (Professor of Practical Theology – Columbia Bible College) shared his poetry about three
names that metaphorically describe God: “I Am” (YHWH, too holy to be pronounceable), “Nursing Mother” (more than just
feminine aspects of God as Father), and “Abba” (Daddy, as Jesus’ very personal term of endearment). The more we open
up to the mystery of God’s many names, the less likely we are to fall into idolatry, since God cannot be confined to a single
metaphor. In gathering together to share our language for God’s working in our lives, we are inspired to respond in
worship and in life. [KH]

The message can be heard in your favorite browser at t https://pgimf.org/service/how-shall-we-address-god/ 

PGIMF News - Upcoming Services
May 26 Church Retreat at Camp Luther
June 2 Hephzibah Chand The Last Shall Be First: The Revolutionary Teaching of Jesus
June 9 Membership Sunday Pentecost
June 16 Henry Neufeld Stories of Transformation

Retreat at Camp Luther   Remember, there is no service at PGIMF next week as all are invited to attend the retreat
at Camp Luther. Bring your art and music-making with you to “peace it together” in sewing, stained glass,
photography and more.  Friday May 24th to Sunday May 26th.  Cost $75, assistance available.

Wider Church
MCC    Invites you to join them May 31st to June 2nd, to Walk in the Spirit of Reconciliation from Fort Langley to
Pekw'xe: Yles (site of St. Mary's Residential School) in Mission.  Feel free to join in on any or all of the days as we
walk in lament and solidarity with our First Nations brothers and sisters whose families have been affected by the
residential schools for many generations. More information at
https://mcccanada.ca/get-involved/events/walk-spirit-reconciliation

Our hymnbooks are wearing out. Fortunately, there will be a new hymnbook published in Fall 2020, called Voices
Together. Among the various suite of products that will be available, there will be recordings. If you are interested in
participating in a survey about the format of the recordings, contact Janice for the link.

MB Confession of Faith:  The Canadian Conference of Mennonite Brethren Churches has reissued its Confession of
Faith, this time with a preface entitled, "Nature and Function of the Confession". PGIMF has two copies, shelved with
the other confession of faith booklets in the "library". Feel free to borrow.

Mennonite Historical Society:  For your June calendar: "Living with Loss and Finding Belonging: The Stories of
Postwar Mennonite Refugees" will be given by Marlene Epp and Paul Born at 2:30 pm on Sunday, June 2 at the King
Road MB Church. This event is free. Faspa follows at 4:30; cost is $15. At 6 pm, there is a celebration, also free. More
information can be found at mhsbc.com/futureevents/index.html

African Children’s Choir   On tour again, this perennial favorite sings at Oakridge Adventist Church (5350 Baillie St.,
Vancouver) on Monday May 20

th
 at 7:00 pm.  Tickets and info at https://africanchildrenschoir.com/the-choir/shows/

Moderator—Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Congregational Care–– Lois Funk (604-992-8213);  Recording Secretary--- Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007);

Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Travis Martin (604-603-7843); Chan Yang (778-681-1475);

Finance — Doug Medley (604-328-2980); Congregational Co-ordinator — Janice Kreider (604-228-1217)
Our fellowship gives thanks for the gift of meeting on the unceded lands of the 

Musqueam, Tsleil-Watuth and Squamish peoples

http://www.pgimf.org
https://pgimf.org/service/sabbath-as-discipline/
https://pgimf.org/service/how-shall-we-address-god/
https://mcccanada.ca/get-involved/events/walk-spirit-reconciliation
http://mhsbc.com/futureevents/index.html
https://africanchildrenschoir.com/the-choir/shows/


Regent College  A quartet of free events in the free summer lecture series at Regent College in this bulletin (no
bulletin next week!) to let you know about:
• Improvisational Leadership: A Jazz-Talk Take lessons in leadership jazz from Mark Glanville (Calvary Baptist)

and Jeffrey Greenman (Regent) to suggest new ways of framing what leaders do, how leaders are formed,
and how communities flourish. Mark Glanville and friends will play jazz, and Mark and Jeff will present a
dialogical lecture that blends theology with leadership theory and practice.  Monday May 20 at 7:30 pm 

• In praying the Lord’s prayer, we are asking to participate in God’s ordering of the world. Mariam Kovalishyn
explores how the Bible presents human vocation and divine justice when we ask for a biblical salvation that
refers not merely to the salvation of souls but to the restoration of God’s kingdom in the world as lived out
by his redeemed people. Wednesday May 22, at 7:30 pm.

• Self-denial, celebrated in the earlier Christian life is often viewed as a tool of repression or self-hatred today. 
Dr. Wesley Hill insists a growing number of contemporary Christian voices argue that we can recover the
early church's emphasis on asceticism while still learning from modern objections to it.  Monday May 27

th
 at

7:30 pm.
• Maxine Hancock: Costly Grace & Severe Mercy – Theological Resonance in Louise Penney’s ‘Three Pines’

mystery novels.    That about says it all.  Wednesday May 29
th

 at 7:30 pm
All lectures are free and held in the Chapel at Regent College. 

MC Canada Gathering 2019   Register for Gathering 2019 in Abbotsford by Monday, April 20, for the early bird rate.
The conference dates are Friday, June 28 to Monday, July 1. Registration is available for individual days also. PGIMF
has a budget line available to reimburse your registration fee (but not your meals or T shirts!). Please let Veronica
and Doug know that you plan to attend. www.ignitegathering2019.ca

Jesuit Scotch Tasting Reception   For both the abstemious and the edacious, join  Fr. Ronald Rolheiser, OMI, and
Dr. Michael Higgins, at the RC Archdiocese (4885 St. John Paul II Way, Vancouver at 33

rd
 Ave.) along with local

Jesuits for the 4th annual BC gathering to meet prominent Vancouverites, celebrate a book launch and learn about
nose and taste in both scotch and hors d’oeuvres.  Water available for those who don’t drink but like to meet. 
Hosted by Thomas Cooper (City in Focus), Chris deBono (Providence Health Care) and Peter Meehan (St. Mark’s). 
Tuesday May 28

th
 at 5:00 pm.  More info and tickets at 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/2019-bc-jesuit-scotch-tasting-reception-tickets-59915959247 

Claws of the Panda Jonathan Manthorpe’s timely new book on the relations between Canada and China takes an
interesting turn about missionary kids in this blog post about the book.  Read more at Church for Vancouver 
https://churchforvancouver.ca/claws-of-the-panda-the-curious-role-of-mish-kids-in-canadas-china-policy/

Colossians 4:7-17

7
 Tychicus will tell you all the news about me; he is a

beloved brother, a faithful minister, and a
fellow-servant in the Lord. 

8
I have sent him to you for

this very purpose, so that you may know how we are
and that he may encourage your hearts; 

9
he is coming

with Onesimus, the faithful and beloved brother, who
is one of you. They will tell you about everything here.

10
 Aristarchus my fellow-prisoner greets you, as does

Mark the cousin of Barnabas, concerning whom you
have received instructions—if he comes to you,
welcome him. 

11
And Jesus who is called Justus greets

you. These are the only ones of the circumcision
among my co-workers for the kingdom of God, and
they have been a comfort to me. 

12
Epaphras, who is

one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, greets you. He is
always wrestling in his prayers on your behalf, so that
you may stand mature and fully assured in everything
that God wills. 

13
For I testify for him that he has

worked hard for you and for those in Laodicea and in
Hierapolis. 

14
Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas

greet you. 
15

Give my greetings to the brothers and
sisters in Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in
her house. 

16
And when this letter has been read

among you, have it read also in the church of the
Laodiceans; and see that you read also the letter from
Laodicea. 

17
And say to Archippus, ‘See that you

complete the task that you have received in the Lord.’
[NRSV]

http://www.ignitegathering2019.ca
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Acts 11:1-18

1
Now the apostles and the believers who were in

Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted the
word of God. 

2
So when Peter went up to Jerusalem,

the circumcised believers criticized him, 
3
saying, ‘Why

did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?’
4
Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step,

saying, 
5
‘I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a

trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large
sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by
its four corners; and it came close to me. 

6
As I looked

at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey,
reptiles, and birds of the air. 

7
I also heard a voice

saying to me, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” 
8
But I

replied, “By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or
unclean has ever entered my mouth.” 

9
But a second

time the voice answered from heaven, “What God has
made clean, you must not call profane.” 

10
This

happened three times; then everything was pulled up
again to heaven. 

11
At that very moment three men,

sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where
we were. 

12
The Spirit told me to go with them and not

to make a distinction between them and us. These six
brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the
man’s house. 

13
He told us how he had seen the angel

standing in his house and saying, “Send to Joppa and
bring Simon, who is called Peter; 

14
he will give you a

message by which you and your entire household will
be saved.” 

15
And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit

fell upon them just as it had upon us at the
beginning. 

16
And I remembered the word of the Lord,

how he had said, “John baptized with water, but you
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

17
If then God

gave them the same gift that he gave us when we
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I
could hinder God?’ 

18
When they heard this, they were

silenced. And they praised God, saying, ‘Then God has
given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads
to life.’ [NRSV]

Humour Corner

Menachim, a Jewish father was troubled by the way his
son, Benjamin, had turned out, and went to see Rabbi
Goldberg about it.

'I brought Benjamin up in the faith, gave him a very
expensive bar mitzvah; it cost me a fortune to educate
him, then he tells me last week he has decided to be a
Christian. Rabbi, where did I go wrong?' pleaded
Menachim.

'Funny, Menachim, that you should come to me,'
commented Rabbi Goldberg. 'Like you I, too, brought
my boy up in the faith, put him through University; that
cost me a fortune, then one day he, too, tells me he has
decided to become a Christian.'

'What did you do?' inquired Menachim

'I turned to God for the answer,' replied the Rabbi.

'And what did He say?' pressed Menachim.

'God said, 'Funny that  you should come to me..........'


