
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts as fully as
you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted to the website. 
You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which will not be recorded.

Church list changes
Please change Doug
Medley’s email to (deleted by
webmaster) The change was
unchanged in error on the
second printing of the list. 

Please change Henry and
Louise Klippenstein’s phone
number to (deleted by
webmaster)

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org 

December 1st, 2019
Laura Sportack - The Child of Welcome

Advent 1
Worship Leader: Michael Despotovic Music Worship: Angela Ruthven
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Ed Epp

Last Sunday  On Eternity Sunday, Dr. Ruth Derksen (Ph.D. Philosophy of Languages, and author of
Daughters in the City: Mennonite Maids in Vancouver) spoke on “What’s in a Word? Can faith mean anything
outside of the language used to express it?” Language is like a bottle, a house with windows, or eye-glasses
— lenses through which we understand the world. Does the word Christian fully convey our response to how
the Word became flesh and dwelt among us? [KH]

The message can be heard in your favourite browser at https://pgimf.org/service/whats-in-a-word/ 

PGIMF News - Upcoming Services
December 8 Kevin Hiebert Love.... TBA / Advent 2
December 15 Laura Eriksson TBA / Advent 3
December 22 Service of songs and scriptures   /  Advent 4
December 29 No Service

O  Church list   There is a new church list - get your copy on-line at
PGIMF.org in the members’ area, or pick up a hard copy in the mailslots at
the back.  Please note the changes made after it went to press. 

Treasurer Notes   Doug requests that those who have outstanding bills or
receipts for the fellowship to be reimbursed are encouraged to submit them
to the treasurer before year-end so the books can be balanced.
 
Advent Vespers with Abendmusik Choir, 7:30 pm.  December 7-8: 
Abbotsford: Emmanuel Free Reformed Church, 3386 Mount Lehman Road
79); Vancouver: St. Philip’s Anglican Church, 3737 West 27th Ave. (8). 
Offerings go to Menno Simons Centre.

New Committee Request   PGIMF’s decision to move worship to St James Community Square in May 2020
needs leadership and a new committee!   Chan, Janice and Travis agreed to help out any any committee
struck to oversee this important work. Please see any member of the church board if you can help. 

Coffee House!   The tradition continues: on Friday December 6, 2019 at 6:30 pm, Chan Yang and Sue Kim
lead a multigenerational group in a talent night. Come join PGIMF and the MSC students for potluck dinner
and show your talent.  Dinner at 6:30 and all are invited - please let Sue know what you can bring  to share -
dessert, salad or drinks wanted. The Coffee House begins at 7:30pm. 

Wider Church News
Giving Tuesday   December 3, the day after Cyber Monday, is Giving Tuesday and several  Mennonite
institutions offer an opportunity to give instead of get and let your impact be wider than your pocket:

CMU’s program will match donations up to $10,000 at https://www.cmu.ca/donate.php
AMBS will match donations up to $25,000 (US) at https://www.ambs.edu/web/season-of-giving  
MB Seminary will match donations up to $15,000 until Christmas. https://www.mbseminary.ca/donate/ 

Moderator—Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Congregational Care–– Lois Funk (604-992-8213);  Recording Secretary--- Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007);

Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Travis Martin (604-603-7843); Chan Yang (778-681-1475);
Finance — Doug Medley (604-328-2980); Congregational Co-ordinator — Janice Kreider (604-228-1217)

Our PGIMF gratefully acknowledges that we meet on the unceded ancestral lands of the Musqueam, Tsleil-Waututh
and Squamish peoples.  As Jesus reconciled us to God, we are called and commit ourselves to the work of

reconciliation with each other

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
https://pgimf.org/service/alone-or-together/
mailto:Jenny@peacemennonite.ca
https://www.cmu.ca/donate.php
https://www.ambs.edu/web/season-of-giving
https://www.mbseminary.ca/donate/


Care of Creation Workshop: A Christian response to the climate crisis.  How do Christians respond to
Canada’s declaration of a national climate emergency? How do we separate fact from fiction and act with love
and responsibility? The Lay Dominicans invite you to join them for an afternoon of inspiring talks and group
discussions at St. Mary’s Church (5251 Joyce St, Vancouver) on Saturday 7th December 7th from 12:30 - 4:30
pm.  Entry is by registration only but the workshop is free of charge.  Hot drinks and snacks provided. For more
information contact Mark or Cathy

VOS Christmas Concert  Celebrate the Christmas season with two oratorio works – Schubert’s Magnificat,
the Song of Mary, and excerpts from J.S.  Bach’s Christmas Oratorio, a collection of six originally independent
cantatas celebrating the joy of Jesus’ birth. Favourite choruses will be sung in English and Mandarin!
December 8 from 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm at Fraserview MB Church (11295 Mellis Dr. Richmond).  Free admission. 

Call to Worship

One: With joy this day we anticipate the one who is coming, the arrival of the Messiah.

Many: The one we call the Word! The one we call the Light.

One: Like John the Baptist, we are not the light. In our worship, we testify to the light.

Many: Our testimony is prayer and praise, song and scripture.

One: Our testimony is preaching and teaching, learning, and serving.

Many: May our testimony be a sweet sound in your ear, O God.

Candle Lighting + Liturgy

In the beginning was the WORD, and in the Word

    lived HOPE.

Advent marks that new beginning that comes after

   the endings:

the endings of failures and disappointment,

the endings of wrong choices and wilful trespasses,

the endings of losses we have grieved.

We wait for a light to shine into the darkness and

   give hope. 

We watch for the morning that will come after our

   dark nights of the soul.

We hope.

In the beginning was the WORD.

Congregation: In the Word lives HOPE

Scripture Reading (Isaiah 2:2-3)

In the last days
the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established
    as the highest of the mountains;
it will be exalted above the hills,
    and all nations will stream to it.
3 Many peoples will come and say,

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
    to the temple of the God of Jacob.
He will teach us his ways,
    so that we may walk in his paths.”
The law will go out from Zion,
    the word of the Lord from Jerusalem



Scripture Reading (Luke 1: 26 – 38)

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God
sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in
Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man
named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s
name was Mary. The angel went to her and said,
“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is
with you.”

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and
wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But
the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you
have found favor with God. You will conceive and
give birth to a son, and you are to call him
Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of
the Most High. The Lord God will give him the
throne of his father David, and he will reign over

Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will
never end.”

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I
am a virgin?”  The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit
will come on you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be
born will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth
your relative is going to have a child in her old age,
and she who was said to be unable to conceive is
in her sixth month. For no word from God will ever
fail.”

“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May
your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left
her.

Communion

Who is invited to the Lord's Table?

All are invited;
the young and the old,

the rich and the poor,
the lowest and the least;

sinners and saints together in communion.
Come find your place here

where there are no strangers or foreigners,

only brothers and sisters in the sight of God.

Why do we give thanks at this table?
We give thanks because Jesus showed us the way,

we give thanks because Jesus is the Way.
Jesus was a gift from God for the world.

He was called Immanuel, “God with us”.
He came to save us from our sins.

Jesus lived a life of thankfulness

and gave his life as a sacrifice for many.
We give thanks that he is our Saviour, Christ

the Lord.

Why do we eat and drink at this table?

We eat because on the night before Jesus died,
he ate with his friends. 

He gave them bread and said,
“This is my body which is given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me.”
At that same meal he took a cup of wine and said,

“Drink this cup. This is my blood of the covenant,

which is poured out for many for the
forgiveness of sins.”

What do we remember at this table?

We remember Jesus’ birth and his presence as
God with us.

We remember Jesus’ life and his love.
We remember Jesus’ suffering and death on the

cross.

We remember the resurrection and the promise
of life.

We remember that we are waiting in hope to see
Jesus again.

#173 Saviour of the Nations, come!

     5. Praise to God the Father sing,
Praise to God the Son, our King,
Praise to God the Spirit be
Ever and eternally.


