
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts as fully as
you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted to the website. 
You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which will not be recorded.

Church list changes
Please change Doug
Medley’s email to (address
available from webmaster
on request)

Please change Henry and
Louise Klippenstein’s phone
number to (address
available from webmaster
on request)

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org 

December 8th, 2019
Kevin Hiebert - Love, not LAWS

Advent 2
Worship Leader: Veronica Dyck Music Worship: Curtis Funk
Accompanist: Curtis Funk Usher: Diane Ehling

Last Sunday Laura Sportack opened up the Advent Season with a meditation on Isaiah 2:2-3 and how the
prophetic welcoming of all nations relates to the three advents (comings) of Jesus Christ. The first advent is the
coming of Jesus in a manger, the second is the return of the Messiah in the future, and the third is the welcoming of
Jesus in our hearts. With an ever-increasing cry for inclusion from the world, we are called to accept Jesus' teaching
and fulfill the prophesy from Isaiah by welcoming people from all nations into the spiritual home of God. [JL]

The message can be heard in your favourite browser at https://pgimf.org/service/the-child-of-welcome/

PGIMF News - Upcoming Services
December 15 Laura Eriksson What Do We Do With Surprise? / Advent 3
December 22 Service of songs and scriptures   /  Advent 4
December 29 ***No Service***
January 5 J. Evan Kreider Three Kings Day

O  Church list   There is a new church list - get your copy on-line at
PGIMF.org in the members’ area, or pick up a hard copy in the mailslots at the
back.  Please note the changes made after it went to press. 

Treasurer Notes   Doug requests that those who have outstanding bills or
receipts for the fellowship to be reimbursed are encouraged to submit them to
the treasurer before year-end so the books can be balanced.
 
Advent Vespers with Abendmusik Choir, tonight at 7:30 pm at St. Philip’s
Anglican Church, 3737 West 27th Ave.  Offerings go to Menno Simons Centre.

Save the date!   PGIMF’s youth group will perform a Christmas play organized
by Chinatown Peace Church on December 24th.  Two PGIMF attenders have major roles in this play! 
Everyone invited. 375 E. Pender St. at Dunlevy. 

Wider Church News
Place of Refuge Open House  The Place of Refuge, a partnership of four Mennonite city congregations, MCC
and MCBC, is a transitional house for men in addiction recovery in Vancouver. Place of Refuge celebrates 10
years of work this year with an Open House on Sunday, December 8th at 2:30 PM. All welcome. Contact
Executive Director, Jeff Borden for more information at (address available from webmaster on request)

Regent College   presents Holy Land Evening with Israeli guide Yossi Paz who has guided many from the
Regent community (including the tour Rosie went on in October 2018). He will share his recent archeological
discovery: “The Coin of Resurrection.” It’s an evening of celebration and music, with pastoral host Bronwyn
Spilsbury. December 17, 6:30-8:30 pm at Regent College.  Free admission. 

Moderator—Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Congregational Care–– Lois Funk (604-992-8213);  Recording Secretary--- Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007);

Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Travis Martin (604-603-7843); Chan Yang (778-681-1475);
Finance — Doug Medley (604-328-2980); Congregational Co-ordinator — Janice Kreider (604-228-1217)

Our PGIMF gratefully acknowledges that we meet on the unceded ancestral lands of the Musqueam, Tsleil-Waututh
and Squamish peoples.  As Jesus reconciled us to God, we are called and commit ourselves to the work of

reconciliation with each other

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
https://pgimf.org/service/alone-or-together/


Call to Worship

 We come to prepare the way;

The way for Christ –

the hope of Christ, the peace of Christ –

to enter our world,

to enter our hearts.

We cry out together in the wilderness:

The kingdom of heaven has come near.

We come to be part of the light–

the light that shines in the darkness.
~ written by Joanna Harader, and posted on Spacious Faith.

http://spaciousfaith.com/

Candle Lighting + Liturgy
Lighting the Candle of PEACE

In the beginning was the WORD, and in the Word
    lived PEACE. (Light Candle)

Advent signals the arrival of Shalom: Peace.
   We work towards this peace when we work to end:
   Injustice and Corruption perpetrated by the powerful
   Poverty sustained by social structures
   Hatred for those who we view as different

We wait to hear the voice of peace that says,

     “Come to me, all you who are heavy laden.
We listen for the quiet that marks the end of conflict
      and opens a space for conversation.
We Rest.

In the beginning was the WORD

All: In the Word lives HOPE and PEACE

Offertory Prayer

And we offer our resources.

In this moment of giving

we hear Your call again, O Lord.

And we offer You ourselves.

Use us - all that we have and all that we are

to touch the world with the Christmas message:

God is love. God is with us. God will never

leave us.

Amen.
http://sacredise.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/

A-Liturgy-for-Advent-and-Christmas.pdf

Isaiah 11:1-10

1A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,
   and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
   the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
   the spirit of counsel and might,
   the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
   or decide by what his ears hear;
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
   and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
   he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
   and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the
   wicked.
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
   and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

6 The wolf shall live with the lamb,
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
   the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
   and a little child shall lead them.
7 The cow and the bear shall graze,
   their young shall lie down together;
   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
   and the weaned child shall put its hand on the
   adder’s den.
9 They will not hurt or destroy
   on all my holy mountain;
   for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
   as the waters cover the sea.

10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a
    signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of
    him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. [NRSV]

http://sacredise.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/
file:///|//A-Liturgy-for-Advent-and-Christmas.pdf


Psalm 72

1 Give the king your justice, O God,
   and your righteousness to a king’s son.
2 May he judge your people with righteousness,
   and your poor with justice.
3 May the mountains yield prosperity for the people,
   and the hills, in righteousness.
4 May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
   give deliverance to the needy,
   and crush the oppressor.

5 May he live while the sun endures,
   and as long as the moon, throughout all
generations.
6 May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,
   like showers that water the earth.
7 In his days may righteousness flourish
   and peace abound, until the moon is no more.

8 May he have dominion from sea to sea,
   and from the River to the ends of the earth.
9 May his foes bow down before him,
   and his enemies lick the dust.
10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles
   render him tribute,
may the kings of Sheba and Seba
   bring gifts.
11 May all kings fall down before him,
   all nations give him service.

12 For he delivers the needy when they call,
   the poor and those who have no helper.
13 He has pity on the weak and the needy,
   and saves the lives of the needy.
14 From oppression and violence he redeems their
life;
   and precious is their blood in his sight.

15 Long may he live!
   May gold of Sheba be given to him.
May prayer be made for him continually,
   and blessings invoked for him all day long.
16 May there be abundance of grain in the land;
   may it wave on the tops of the mountains;
   may its fruit be like Lebanon;
and may people blossom in the cities
   like the grass of the field.
17 May his name endure for ever,
   his fame continue as long as the sun.
May all nations be blessed in him;
   may they pronounce him happy.

18 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,
   who alone does wondrous things.
19 Blessed be his glorious name for ever;
   may his glory fill the whole earth.  Amen and Amen.

20 The prayers of David son of Jesse are ended.
[NRSV]

Romans 15:4-6

4For whatever was written in former days was written
for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by
the encouragement of the scriptures we might have
hope. 5May the God of steadfastness and

encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that
together you may with one voice glorify the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. [NRSV]

Matthew 3:1-12

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the
wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2‘Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 3This is the one
of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
   make his paths straight.” ’
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a
leather belt around his waist, and his food was
locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of
Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and
all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins.

7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees
coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of

vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to
come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not
presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as
our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these
stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now
the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down
and thrown into the fire.

11 ‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one
who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am
not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing-fork is in
his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will
gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will
burn with unquenchable fire.’ [NRSV]




