
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts as fully as
you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted to the website. 
You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which will not be recorded.

New email address   Ruth
Enns’ new email address is
(Available from webmaster
on request).  Address and
phone number remain the
same. 

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org 

November 17th, 2019
Sue Nickel - Alone or Together

Worship Leader: Laura Eriksson Music Worship: Andre Pekovich
Accompanist: Rosemary Bell Usher: Diane Ehling

Last Sunday Our fellowship attended a joint worship service with four other Vancouver-area Mennonite
churches held at Peace on 52nd Church.  Lydia Cruttwell gave the message based on Micah 6:8 in which she
asked “Is there peace” and what can we do to define it, maintain it, and implement it; Chan Yang led worship,
the music worship team was led by Jenny Weil, and the choir was drawn from several churches.  You can read
about the service at MCBC Connect November 13th edition which has an article on it by Henry Neufeld. 

Hear the message in your browser at 
Peace on 52nd’s website at https://www.peacechurchon52.ca/content.cfm?id=213&download_id=92 

Two Sundays Ago   Dr. Anne-Marie Ellithorpe (Ph.D., University of Queensland, currently living in Vancouver)
spoke on Friendship and Non-Violent Resistance to Oppression. In the 1880s, two Maori leaders in New
Zealand, Te Whiti o Rongomai & Tohu Kaka, led their community in peaceful protests, marked by white
feathers as a sign of peace. What Gandhi learnt about Parihaka helped develop his pacifist understandings,
which in turn inspired Martin Luther King Jr. and the U.S. Civil Rights Movement. May we too be willing to
compassionately challenge injustice, as a necessary outworking of civic friendship that wills good for both the
oppressor and the oppressed. [KH]

Hear the message in your favourite browser at  https://pgimf.org/service/philosophy-wisdom-and-a-gospel-of-peace/

PGIMF News - Upcoming Services
November 24 Ruth Derksen What’s in a Word?
December 1 Laura Sportack The Child of Welcome / Advent 1
December 8 Kevin Hiebert Advent 2
December 15 Laura Eriksson Advent 3

O  Church list   Please see the church list in the hall for marking up with
any changes or additions that need making. A new church list will be
distributed in early November.

Advent Vespers with Abendmusik Choir, 7:30 pm.  December 7-8: 
Abbotsford: Emmanuel Free Reformed Church, 3386 Mount Lehman Road
79); Vancouver: St. Philip’s Anglican Church, 3737 West 27th Ave. (8).  Offerings go to Menno Simons Centre.

New Committee Request   PGIMF’s decision to move worship to St James Community Square in May 2020
needs leadership and a new committee!   Chan, Janice and Travis agreed to help out any any committee
struck to oversee this important work, and you are invited to join them in leading us to a new land. Committee
Chair particularly wanted - experience no barrier.  Please see any member of the church board if you can help. 

Coffee House!   The tradition continues: on December 6, 2019 at 6:30 pm, Chan Yang and Sue Kim lead a
multigenerational group in a talent night. If you want to sing, play an instrument, read a poem, do stand-up, or
offer up any other talent to the group, come join PGIMF and the MSC students.  Dinner will be served at 6:30
and all are invited - please let Sue know if y0ouc an bring a dish to share - dessert, salad or drinks wanted.
The Coffee House begins at 7:30pm.  Please contact Chan or Sue with your offers of help and participation.

Moderator—Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Congregational Care–– Lois Funk (604-992-8213);  Recording Secretary--- Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007);

Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Travis Martin (604-603-7843); Chan Yang (778-681-1475);
Finance — Doug Medley (604-328-2980); Congregational Co-ordinator — Janice Kreider (604-228-1217)

Our PGIMF gratefully acknowledges that we meet on the unceded ancestral lands of the Musqueam, Tsleil-Waututh
and Squamish peoples.  As Jesus reconciled us to God, we are called and commit ourselves to the work of

reconciliation with each other

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
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https://pgimf.org/service/can-pain-be-a-gift/
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mailto:Jenny@peacemennonite.ca


Wider Church
MCC-BC   The MCC Christmas Gift Giving catalogue is available now.  Help support a soccer team in Haiti
teach alternatives to violence, or choose another gift from the hundreds of opportunities available.  See them
all at www.mccanada.ca/christmas  

BCMB Regional Meeting    The BC Mennonite Brethren Conference is holding a regional update meeting at
which you can hear about Multiply, updates to the camps and schools and church planting, finances, and
issues facing our churches viewed through the lens of the BCMB Strategic Map.  Meeting held November 20th

at 7:30 pm at Culloden Church (6060 Culloden St, Vancouver). Attenders welcomed. 

CCMBC AGM News   The AGM of the Canadian Conference of MB Churches was held October 23rd and
featured a number of shocking events including a report of financial losses, cancellation of the MB Herald,
temporary relief from job losses at the MB Seminary and a call for accountability.  The MB Herald has a full
report on the events and you are encouraged to read it at https://mbherald.com/agm-2019/ 

MCBC   As part of MCBC’s EXPLORE ministry, Bridget Findlay of MCC-BC Indigenous Relations Coordinator
has been invited to facilitate a 3-week series called Indigenous Neighbours: Walking Together.  Sessions take
place on Tuesday evenings at Level Ground Mennonite Church (31216 King Rd, Abbotsford) November 12th,
19th and 26th beginning at 7:00 pm.  To register or to learn more, please contact Level Ground at    (see church
website for contact info) 

Canadian Mennonite   Subscribers to the CM will recognize the feature author in the November 6th issue who
presents an excellent article on the allure of worshipping at the shopping mall.  This article, first presented to
PGIMF as the sermon Liturgies of the Mall on September 28, 2014 was written by former MSC Residence
Coordinator Thomas Bergen, and the article extends the sermon in a number of areas - well worth the time. 
Read the article on-line at https://canadianmennonite.org/stories/taste-and-see-stuff-good.

Pacific Theatre    Presents The Christmas Carol, the perennial favourite for the advent season featuring Ron
Reed.  Shows run Wednesday - Saturday with matinees and evening performances from November 29th  -
December 21st.  Ticket prices not known but priced reasonably at www,pacifictheatre.org  

Vancouver Cantata Singers   UBC presents Tafelmusik, the Pacific Baroque Orchestra and the Vancouver
Cantata Singers in a production of Handel’s Messiah (no, not a “singalong”) November 30, 2019 at 8:00 pm at
the Chan Centre for the Performing Arts (6265 Crescent Rd. UBC).  Tickets $45-$85 from
www.vancouvercantatasingers.org 

MB Herald   After 58 years of encouraging and uniting the MB family across Canada, the MB Herald will cease
publication of its print magazine at the end of 2019.  Four staff will be laid off, and Elton DaSilva will develop a
new communications strategy to share information in the MB family.  The website www.mbherald.com will
continue to share information from MB partners.  For more information, go to the MB Herald website at
https://mbherald.com.

Mennonite Historical Society of BC Book Launch  The MHSBC and the Mennonite Heritage Museum  invite
you to the book launch of a new book by author Anne Konrad Down Clearbrook Road sharing stories of early
life in the Fraser Valley.  This free event takes place Saturday November 30th at  2:00pm at the Mennonite
Heritage Museum (1530 Clearbrook Rd, Abbotsford).

Beautiful Advent resource   Get started on the Advent season of worship with "The Grand Miracle: Daily
Reflections for the Season of Advent", a resource based on the writings of C.S. Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien, Dorothy
L. Sayers, George MacDonald, G.K. Chesterton, Charles Williams, Owen Barfield and Joy Davidman available
from the Christian History Institute for $3.00 
https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/store/book/4901/the-grand-miracle-daily-reflections-for-the-season-of-advent
or download the free PDF from https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/resources/PDF/advent19.pdf
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Isaiah 65:17-25

17 For I am about to create new heavens
   and a new earth;
the former things shall not be remembered
   or come to mind.
18 But be glad and rejoice for ever
   in what I am creating;
for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy,
   and its people as a delight.
19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem,
   and delight in my people;
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it,
   or the cry of distress.
20 No more shall there be in it
   an infant that lives but a few days,
   or an old person who does not live out a lifetime;
for one who dies at a hundred years will be
considered a youth,
   and one who falls short of a hundred will be
considered accursed.
21 They shall build houses and inhabit them;

   they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
22 They shall not build and another inhabit;
   they shall not plant and another eat;
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people
be,
   and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their
hands.
23 They shall not labour in vain,
   or bear children for calamity;
for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord—
   and their descendants as well.
24 Before they call I will answer,
   while they are yet speaking I will hear.
25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together,
   the lion shall eat straw like the ox;
   but the serpent—its food shall be dust!
They shall not hurt or destroy
   on all my holy mountain,
says the Lord. [NRSV]

Luke 5:15-26

15But now more than ever the word about Jesus
spread abroad; many crowds would gather to hear
him and to be cured of their diseases. 16But he would
withdraw to deserted places and pray.

17 One day, while he was teaching, Pharisees and
teachers of the law were sitting nearby (they had
come from every village of Galilee and Judea and
from Jerusalem); and the power of the Lord was with
him to heal. 18Just then some men came, carrying a
paralysed man on a bed. They were trying to bring
him in and lay him before Jesus; 19but finding no way
to bring him in because of the crowd, they went up on
the roof and let him down with his bed through the
tiles into the middle of the crowd in front of Jesus.
20When he saw their faith, he said, ‘Friend, your sins
are forgiven you.’ 21Then the scribes and the

Pharisees began to question, ‘Who is this who is
speaking blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God
alone?’ 22When Jesus perceived their questionings,
he answered them, ‘Why do you raise such questions
in your hearts? 23Which is easier, to say, “Your sins
are forgiven you”, or to say, “Stand up and walk”?
24But so that you may know that the Son of Man has
authority on earth to forgive sins’—he said to the one
who was paralysed—‘I say to you, stand up and take
your bed and go to your home.’ 25Immediately he
stood up before them, took what he had been lying
on, and went to his home, glorifying God.
26Amazement seized all of them, and they glorified
God and were filled with awe, saying, ‘We have seen
strange things today.’ [NRSV]

Philippians 4:4-9

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.
5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord
is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is
honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if
there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy
of praise, think about these things. 9Keep on doing
the things that you have learned and received and
heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be
with you. [NRSV]



Responsive Reading
based on Psalm 121 and Psalm 9

A Song of Ascents.
Leader: 1 I lift up my eyes to the hills—

   from where will my help come?
People: 2 My help comes from the Lord,

   who made heaven and earth.

Leader: 3 He will not let your foot be moved;
   he who keeps you will not slumber.

People: 4 He who keeps Israel
   will neither slumber nor sleep.

Leader: 5 The Lord is your keeper;
   the Lord is your shade at your right hand.

People: 6 The sun shall not strike you by day,
   nor the moon by night.

Leader: 7 The Lord will keep you from all evil;
   he will keep your life.

People: 8 The Lord will keep
   your going out and your coming in
   from this time on and for evermore. 

Leader: 9 The Lord is a stronghold for the oppressed,
   a stronghold in times of trouble.

People: 10 And those who know your name put their trust in you,
   for you, O Lord, have not forsaken those who seek you.

All: 11 Sing praises to the Lord, who dwells in Zion.
   Declare his deeds among the peoples. 

Humour corner

          Communion for the
            New Millennium?


