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April Yamasaki - Finding our Way in the Wildnerness
Worship Leader: Rosie Perera Song Leader: Veronica Dyck
Accompanist: Rosemary Bell Usher: Henry Neufeld

Last Sunday  Jodi Spargur, a graduate of Regent College and a founding pastor of a church made up of many
indigenous people (God's House of Many Faces), spoke about reconciliation and what it means to play the part
of the accused instead of the hero. Jodi describes herself as "a settler of Nordic/German heritage living and
working on the unceded territory of the Squamish, Musqueam and Tsleil-Waututh Peoples." As such, even
though she never perpetrated against the indigenous people, the role she needs to play if she wants to truly
bring reconciliation is that of a perpetrator asking for forgiveness. Jodi is currently leading the work of Healing
at the Wounding Place, based out of Grandview Calvary Baptist Church, looking to engage people of faith and
indigenous communities in walking into whole, healing and just relationships. [JL] 

The message can be heard in your favorite browser at  https://pgimf.org/service/covenant-paths-to-reconciliation/ 

PGIMF News - Upcoming Services
September 15 J. Evan Kreider Teach Us to Pray
September 22 Curtis Funk Singing the Church’s Song
September 29 Anne-Marie Ellithorpe Friendship and Non-Violent Resistance
October 6 John Klassen TBA

PGIMF Site Visit:  Saturday, Sept. 7, 11:00 a.m.  In the search for a new home, the Transition Committee has
scheduled a visit to Menno Court (1750 E 41st. Ave, near Victoria Dr.) in east Vancouver. Parking on 41st has
now changed - please park on the side streets Argyle or Commercial St. or behind the complex on 43rd and
walk in. Owned by the Mennonite Senior Citizens Society of BC, Menno Court offers independent living for
seniors. We’d like as many as possible to attend and view this facility.

Discussion meeting    There will be a brief congregational meeting after the service on September 15th to
open the discussion about a new home for PGIMF.  Please make plans to attend!

Food Group lists   The new food groups have begun for September.  Everyone on the food group lists should
have received an e-mail with their place in the queue.  There are printed food group lists in the flyer slot at the
back of the church. Please sign up with your food group leader when the email comes around. 

Housing wanted   Nia, a visitor to our church from time to time, seeks housing in Kitsilano or elsewhere close
to the church and the academic community.  If you can help, please contact her at (email address available
from webmaster upon request). 

Wider Church

MCC-BC Festival for World Relief  The Pedaling for Hope Cyclothon begins at 8:30 am on Saturday,
September 14, 2019. The ride is one way to raise funds in support of MCC's work around the world, this year
funds raised are going to support Livelihood projects in DR Congo. And please don’t forget to attend the MCC
Relief Sale September 13-14 at the Abbotsford Tradex.

Moderator—Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Congregational Care–– Lois Funk (604-992-8213);  Recording Secretary--- Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007);

Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Travis Martin (604-603-7843); Chan Yang (778-681-1475);
Finance — Doug Medley (604-328-2980); Congregational Co-ordinator — Janice Kreider (604-228-1217)

Our fellowship gives thanks for the gift of meeting on the unceded lands of the 
Musqueam, Tsleil-Watuth and Squamish peoples
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Today’s Leaders

After twenty-five years as lead pastor of Emmanuel Mennonite Church in Abbotsford, April Yamasaki resigned last
November to engage more fully in her ministry as a writer. She now serves as resident author with Valley CrossWay
Church; is the editor of Purpose, a monthly magazine of everyday inspiration; writes both online and in print
publications; and speaks widely in churches and other ministry settings. A selection of her books will be available for
purchase after the service, and you can also pick up a free sample of Purpose magazine. 

LoraLyn Stobbe Dijk sang her first solo in church at the age of 3! She has enjoyed directing church children's choirs,
Pacific Mennonite Children's Choir, singing in church and community choirs, making 10 CDs with the West Coast
Mennonite Chamber Choir, solos, duets, serving in senior residences, and preparing liturgy for her church. It is her
passion and joy to share God's love through the expression of music and liturgy, taking every opportunity to follow
God's prompting and leading for His honour and glory. 

Vancouver Cantata Singers   Congratulations due to Paula Kremer and the Singers on winning the Healy
Willan prize for best performance among competing amateur choirs, along with winning the Choral Canada
national competition across categories. This now-famous choir invites you to attend their 2019-2020 season
with tickets now on sale for the first concert of Peace and Remembrance (November 9th), followed by Handel’s
Messiah (November 30th), the beloved Christmas Reprises in December, Tundra: Music of Northern Lands in
February and Songs of the Earth in April.  Seasons tickets available ato www.vancouvercantatasingers.com      

Regent College   the Dal Schindell Gallery features Karina Svalya's latest exhibition of large scale oil portraits
of safari animals: giraffes, zebras, elephants, rhino, and lions.  Please be invited to the opening reception for
On the Sixth Day on Sep 11, from 4:30–7:30 pm. Come browse the collection, enjoy light refreshments, and
meet the artist.  Show runs from Sep 11–Oct 9, 2019. 

Camp Squeah Paddle-a-thon   For more than twenty years the Paddle-a-Thon has raised funds for Camp
Squeah’s Summer Staff Bursary Fund - but always in spring.  You can now support their first ever Fall paddle-
a-thon on September 21-22 and help supplement the fund established to help summer volunteer staff return to
college after each summer.  Paddle or donate, do both at http://squeah.com/camps/paddle-a-thon/ 

Mennonite Heritage Museum   You are invited to the MHM Book Launch of Dr. Victor Weins’  Refugees and
Ambassadors: Mennonite Missions in Brazil.  Presentation on Saturday September 21st at 2:00 pm with light
refreshments to follow. Find the museum at 1818 Clearbrook Rd, Exit 87 just south of Highway 1.

28   We are People of God’s Peace
Additional text

2 We are heralds of God’s peace for the new creation,

and by grace the word of peace reaches every nation.

Though we falter and we fail, Christ will s0till renew us.

By the holy Spirit’s pow’r, God is working through us.

Call to Worship

We desire food in the wilderness.

We thirst for living water in the barren desert.

We long

for nourishment

for relationship

for comfort

for joy

for peace.

We long for God.

We long for God.

And so we have come.

And so we wait.

And so we praise.
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Psalm 126        

1When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 
     we were like those who dream. 
2Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 
    and our tongue with shouts of joy; 
then it was said among the nations, 
    “The LORD has done great things for them.” 
3The LORD has done great things for us, 
    and we rejoiced. 
4Restore our fortunes, O LORD,

    like the watercourses in the Negeb. 
5May those who sow in tears 
    reap with shouts of joy. 
6Those who go out weeping, 
     bearing the seed for sowing, 
shall come home with shouts of joy, 
    carrying their sheaves. [NRSV]

Isaiah 43:1–3a, 16-21        

1But now thus says the LORD, 
    he who created you, O Jacob, 
    he who formed you, O Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
    I have called you by name, you are mine. 
2When you pass through the waters, I will be with
       you; 
    and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm
       you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
    and the flame shall not consume you. 

3For I am the LORD your God, 
    the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

[...]

16Thus says the LORD, 
    who makes a way in the sea, 

    a path in the mighty waters, 
17who brings out chariot and horse, 
    army and warrior; 
they lie down, they cannot rise, 
    they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 
18Do not remember the former things, 
    or consider the things of old. 
19I am about to do a new thing; 
    now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness 
    and rivers in the desert. 
20The wild animals will honor me, 
    the jackals and the ostriches; 
for I give water in the wilderness, 
   rivers in the desert, 
to give drink to my chosen people, 
21the people whom I formed for myself 
so that they might declare my praise. [NRSV]

Revelation 21:1–5 

The New Heaven and the New Earth
1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the
first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and

the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from

God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

“See, the home of God is among mortals. 

He will dwell with them as their God; 

they will be his peoples, 

and God himself will be with them; 
4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

for the first things have passed away.” 

5 And the one who was seated on the throne said,
“See, I am making all things new.” Also he said,

“Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

[NRSV]


