
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts as fully as
you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted to the website. 
You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which will not be recorded.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

October 20th, 2019

Paul Thiessen - Can Pain Be A Gift?
Worship Leader: Travis Martin Music Worship: Angela Ruthven
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Diane Ehling

Last Sunday   We celebrated Thanksgiving with a service of scriptures, prayers and songs in a service
created by Veronica Dyck.

PGIMF News - Upcoming Services
October 27 Myron Penner Philosophy, Wisdom, and a Gospel of Peace
November 3 Anne-Marie Ellithorpe Friendship and Non-Violent Resistance to Oppression
November 10 Peace Sunday Joint Service with Vancouver churches
November 17 Sue Nickel Alone or Together?

Church list   Please see the church list in the hall for marking up with any changes or additions that need
making. A new church list will be distributed in early November.

Wider Church
International Witness    International Witness Workers have amazing stories to tell about what God is doing
in their midst.  MCBC churches are experiencing growth because of earlier Witness Work in places like
Vietnam.  Join Jeanette Hanson and IW on Monday October 28th at 7:00 pm Peace Mennonite Church (11571
Daniesl Rd., Richmond) and Tuesday October 29th at Yarrow Mennonite Church (4336 Eckert St, Yarrow) and
hear all the good news about what God is doing in Vietnam, China, Korea and Africa. 

CCMBC    The Canadian Conference of MB Churches is holding its 2019 AGM and annual sessions.  Stay up
to date on what is happening within the MB family and join them online for the AGM and teaching from keynote
speaker Craig Keener on interpreting Scripture as well as a briefing from Mark Wessner and Doug Heidebrecht
on the Interpretive Model discussion from earlier in the day . Watch at www.vimeo.com/mbchurches  on
Wednesday, October 23 at 8:30am and 7:00pm (ET), and Thursday October 24 at 6:45pm (ET).  For more
information about EQUIP 2019 visit equip.mennonitebrethren.ca

Does Immigration Matter?   The Immigrant Services Society of BC (ISSBC) provides a forum for thinkers to
explore issues on this subject that has so many opinions and so few facts.  This session features a
presentation from Catherine Dauvergne (immigration lawyer) on “compassion, Law, and Why Refugee Claims
Matter”.  After the session follows moderated discussion and refreshments together with networking.  Free
admission, held at the ISSBC office (2610 Victoria Dr., at E. Broadway, Vancouver). Thursday October 24th at
5:30 pm. 

Regent College   You are invited to a book launch and evening lecture celebrating the release of Dr. Ross
Hastings's latest publication, Total Atonement: Trinitarian Participation in the Reconciliation of Humanity and
Creation.  Free admission, refreshments provided after the lecture.  Monday October 21st at 7:30 pm in the
Chapel at Regent College.

Symphony of Hymns No 4   This concert of favourite hymns and songs utilizes the talents of Calvin Dyck
(violin) Gail Suderman (piano) and Crystal Hicks (vocalist) and friends in support of the work of MCBC and its
outreach ministries.  Saturday November 9th at Peace Mennonite Church, Richmond and Sunday November
10th at 3:00 pm at Level Ground Mennonite Church, Abbotsford.  Admission by donation.

Moderator—Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Congregational Care–– Lois Funk (604-992-8213);  Recording Secretary--- Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007);

Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Travis Martin (604-603-7843); Chan Yang (778-681-1475);

Finance — Doug Medley (604-328-2980); Congregational Co-ordinator — Janice Kreider (604-228-1217)
Our fellowship gives thanks for the gift of meeting on the unceded lands of the 

Musqueam, Tsleil-Watuth and Squamish peoples

http://www.pgimf.org
http://www.vimeo.com/mbchurches
http://equip.mennonitebrethren.ca


Romans 5:1-5

1Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
2through whom we have obtained access to this
grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of
sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we
also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering

produces endurance, 4and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, 5and hope
does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has
been given to us. [NRSV]

Matthew 8:1-13

1When Jesus had come down from the mountain,
great crowds followed him; 2and there was a leper
who came to him and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord,
if you choose, you can make me clean.’ 3He stretched
out his hand and touched him, saying, ‘I do choose.
Be made clean!’ Immediately his leprosy was
cleansed. 4Then Jesus said to him, ‘See that you say
nothing to anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest,
and offer the gift that Moses commanded, as a
testimony to them.’

5 When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came to
him, appealing to him 6and saying, ‘Lord, my servant
is lying at home paralysed, in terrible distress.’ 7And
he said to him, ‘I will come and cure him.’ 8The
centurion answered, ‘Lord, I am not worthy to have
you come under my roof; but only speak the word,

and my servant will be healed. 9For I also am a man
under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to
one, “Go”, and he goes, and to another, “Come”, and
he comes, and to my slave, “Do this”, and the slave
does it.’ 10When Jesus heard him, he was amazed
and said to those who followed him, ‘Truly I tell you,
in no one in Israel have I found such faith. 11I tell you,
many will come from east and west and will eat with
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of
heaven, 12while the heirs of the kingdom will be
thrown into the outer darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 13And to the
centurion Jesus said, ‘Go; let it be done for you
according to your faith.’ And the servant was healed
in that hour. [NRSV]

Psalm 121
alternately by half verse

A Song of Ascents.
One 1 I lift up my eyes to the hills—
All    from where will my help come?
One 2 My help comes from the Lord,
All    who made heaven and earth.

One 3 He will not let your foot be moved;
All    he who keeps you will not slumber.
One 4 He who keeps Israel
All    will neither slumber nor sleep.

One 5 The Lord is your keeper;
All    the Lord is your shade at your right hand.
One 6 The sun shall not strike you by day,
All    nor the moon by night.

One 7 The Lord will keep you from all evil;
All    he will keep your life.
One 8 The Lord will keep

   your going out and your coming in
All    from this time on and for evermore. [NRSV]



2Kings 5:1-5

1Naaman, commander of the army of the king of
Aram, was a great man and in high favour with his
master, because by him the Lord had given victory to
Aram. The man, though a mighty warrior, suffered
from leprosy. 2Now the Arameans on one of their
raids had taken a young girl captive from the land of
Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. 3She said to
her mistress, ‘If only my lord were with the prophet
who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.’

4So Naaman went in and told his lord just what the
girl from the land of Israel had said. 5And the king of
Aram said, ‘Go then, and I will send along a letter to
the king of Israel.’

He went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six
thousand shekels of gold, and ten sets of garments.

[NRSV]

Call to Worship
(inspired by Luke 13: 10-17)

Leader: Come, all you who are struggling.

People: Come, all you who are crippled by pain and suffering.

Leader: Come to worship a God who heals your pain.

People: Come to worship a God who gives forgiveness.

All: Let us worship God, who sets us free and gives us new life!

~ posted on Waiting for Water: Liturgy for The Easter Journey 2013


