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Please note that we record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts as fully as
you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted to the website. 
You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which will not be recorded.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
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November 24th, 2019

Ruth Derksen - What’s in a Word?

Worship Leader: Janice Kreider Music Worship: J. Evan Kreider
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Henry Neufeld

Last Sunday   Sue Nickel (Sanctuary Mental Health Ministries) pointed out how the Apostle Paul's call to
rejoice and not worry about anything in Philippians 4 seems infeasible in the face of chronic depression,
especially one triggered by deep trauma. In the loneliness of such pain, we can take comfort that our worth as
a human being is based on nothing more than being a beloved, chosen, and forgiven child of God. As we
come alongside those with mental health challenges, we can avoid stigmatizing their need for treatment and
share how the example of Jesus offers the light of hope in all circumstances. [KH]

The message can be heard in your favourite browser at https://pgimf.org/service/alone-or-together/ 

PGIMF News - Upcoming Services
December 1 Laura Sportack The Child of Welcome / Advent 1
December 8 Kevin Hiebert Love.... TBA / Advent 2
December 15 Laura Eriksson TBA / Advent 3
Decem ber 22 Service of songs and scriptures   /  Advent 4

O  Church list   There is a new church list - get your copy on-line at PGIMF.org in the members’ area, or pick
up a hard copy in the mailslots at the back.  Please note, there are two versions as there were some changes
after it went to press. 

Treasurer Notes   Doug requests that those who have outstanding bills or receipts for the fellowship to be
reimbursed are encouraged to submit them to the treasurer before year-end so the books can be balanced.
 
Advent Vespers with Abendmusik Choir, 7:30 pm.  December 7-8:  Abbotsford: Emmanuel Free Reformed
Church, 3386 Mount Lehman Road 79); Vancouver: St. Philip’s Anglican Church, 3737 West 27th Ave. (8). 
Offerings go to Menno Simons Centre.

New Committee Request   PGIMF’s decision to move worship to St James Community Square in May 2020
needs leadership and a new committee!   Chan, Janice and Travis agreed to help out on any committee struck
to oversee this important work, and you are invited to join them in leading us to a new land. Committee Chair
particularly wanted - experience no barrier.  Please see any member of the church board if you can help. 

Coffee House!   The tradition continues: on Friday December 6, 2019 at 6:30 pm, Chan Yang and Sue Kim
lead a multigenerational group in a talent night. If you want to sing, play an instrument, read a poem, do
stand-up, or offer up any other talent to the group, come join PGIMF and the MSC students.  Dinner will be
served at 6:30 and all are invited - please let Sue know if you can bring a dish to share - dessert, salad or
drinks wanted. The Coffee House begins at 7:30pm.  Please contact Chan or Sue with your offers of help and
participation.

Moderator—Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Congregational Care–– Lois Funk (604-992-8213);  Recording Secretary--- Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007);

Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Travis Martin (604-603-7843); Chan Yang (778-681-1475);
Finance — Doug Medley (604-328-2980); Congregational Co-ordinator — Janice Kreider (604-228-1217)

Our PGIMF gratefully acknowledges that we meet on the unceded ancestral lands of the Musqueam, Tsleil-Waututh
and Squamish peoples.  As Jesus reconciled us to God, we are called and commit ourselves to the work of

reconciliation with each other

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
https://pgimf.org/service/alone-or-together/
mailto:Jenny@peacemennonite.ca


Wider Church News
Vancouver Cantata Singers   UBC presents Tafelmusik, the Pacific Baroque Orchestra and the Vancouver
Cantata Singers in a production of Handel’s Messiah (no, not a “singalong”) November 30, 2019 at 8:00 pm at
the Chan Centre (6265 Crescent Rd. UBC) and December 1st at ACT Arts Centre (11944 Haney Pl., Maple
Ridge).  Tickets $45-$85 from www.vancouvercantatasingers.org 

The Menonite Church Canada Advent resource has prayersr and questions to ponder, things for children
and letanies for every age, with scripture in seven short readings is available for download at 
https://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/76/21696 

Beautiful Advent resource   Get started on the Advent season of worship with "The Grand Miracle: Daily
Reflections for the Season of Advent", a resource based on the writings of C.S. Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien, Dorothy
L. Sayers, George MacDonald, G.K. Chesterton, Charles Williams, Owen Barfield and Joy Davidman available
from the Christian History Institute for $3.00 
https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/store/book/4901/the-grand-miracle-daily-reflections-for-the-season-of-advent
or download the free PDF from https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/resources/PDF/advent19.pdf

MB Herald ceases publication   After 58 years of encouraging and uniting the MB family across Canada, the
MB Herald will cease publication of its print magazine at the end of 2019.  Due to decreasing revenues for
CCMBC support, a depleted reserve fund, and low Herald readership, the CCMBC executive eliminated
funding for the Herald in the 2020 budget. Delegates approved the budget at the Oct. 23, 2019 annual general
meeting. Four positions will also be eliminated, and national director Elton DaSilva will develop a new
Communications strategy that adjusts to the Collaborative Model of governance and focuses on multi-modal
online communication. The website www.mbherald.com will continue sharing news from MB partners.

Awaiting Christmas: Sacred Music for Advent   Hear the Cathedral’s organists and musicians including, the
Cathedral Choir, Holy Rosary Women’s Choir, the Contemporary Choir and the Spanish Mass Choir perform
Gregorian chant, Arcadelt, Liszt, Franck, Mozart, Willan, spirituals, contemporary sacred songs. November 29,
2019 @ 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm at Holy Rosary Cathedral - (646 Richards St, Vancouver).  Free event.

Christmas Fair   St Philips presents its traditional Christmas Fair with attic treasures, preserves and baking,
Christmas cakes, a silent auction, Children’s Corner, and handmade crafts, or be entertained and fed in the
Fireside Tea room. November 30th between 11-2pm at St. Philip’s Anglican (3737 W. 27th Ave. Vancouver).

Humour Corner

Genesis: The Missing Chapter

http://www.vancouvercantatasingers.org
https://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/76/21696
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Psalm 46
Responsive Reading  (Leader/everybody)

God is for us a refuge and strength,
a helper close at hand, in time of distress,
so we shall not fear though the earth should rock,
though the mountains fall into the depths of the sea;
even though its waters rage and foam,
even though the mountains be shaken by its waves.

The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

The waters of a river give joy to God’s city,
the holy place where the Most High dwells.
God is within, it cannot be shaken;
God will help it at the dawning of the day.
Nations are in tumult, kingdoms are shaken;
God’s voice roars forth, the earth shrinks away.

The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Come, consider the works of the Lord,
the redoubtable deeds God has done on the earth:
putting an end to wars across the earth;
breaking the bow, snapping the spear;
burning the shields with fire.
“Be still and know that I am God,
supreme among the nations,
supreme on the earth!”

The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Take our Moments and our Days, An Anabaptist Prayer Book
 Vol. II, pp. 479-80

Colossians 1:15-20

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of
all creation; 16for in him all things in heaven and on
earth were created, things visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all
things have been created through him and for him.
17He himself is before all things, and in him all things
hold together. 18He is the head of the body, the

church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the
dead, so that he might come to have first place in
everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God was
pleased to dwell, 20and through him God was pleased
to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or
in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his
cross. [NRSV]

John 1:1-5

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the
beginning with God. 3All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into

being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and
the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

[NRSV]


